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22M. CJP‟s X handle withheld; founder starts 
new account 

 CJP    X              ;                           

     

 The X account of Cockroach Janta Party, the 
satirical political outfit that has taken social media by storm, 
has been withheld in India in response to a legal demand, 
according to founder Abhijeet Dipke. 

                               ,                        
                                    Cockroach Janta 

Party    X                                                   
    

 “Cockroach Janta Party‟s account was started on 

16th May. Within 4 days the account got banned because it 
got more than 200K following,” the founder posted on X on 

Thursday. 

                      X             , “Cockroach Janta 

Party           16  ई                     4              
                                  200K                    
      ” 

 Mr. Dipke also claimed that attempts were made to 
hack the CJP‟s Instagram handle. 

                                CJP                         

                  ई  
 Mr. Dipke later announced that he had started a new 

account named “Cockroach Is Back” on X. 

                                       X    “Cockroach Is 

Back”                                
 He informed the agencies that the team would 

pursue the matter “legally”. 

                                                 “          

  ”             
 A little over an hour after it was started, the 

“Cockroach Is Back” X handle had 16,800 followers. 

                                            “Cockroach Is 

Back” X         16,800                   
 The CJP is a satirical political movement founded on May 16 by Mr. Dipke, a former political 

strategist for the Aam Aadmi Party. 

 CJP                                ,              16       आ  आ                 
                                      ई     

 The platform was started in response to Chief Justice of India Surya Kant‟s comment 

describing young, unemployed Indians as “cockroaches”. 

                                                                              ,              
                         “cockroaches”         

 The CJI had later said that the media had “misquoted” him. 

        CJI                             “         ”          
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 The movement became an Internet sensation, garnering over 14.5 million followers on 
Instagram, surpassing the BJP‟s 8.8 million follower count. 

                                   औ  Instagram         14.5                        
     ,    BJP    8.8                            

 Several other accounts using the „cockroach‟ nomenclature remain active on X, including 
„The Cockroach Youth‟, „Cockroach News‟, „IAmCockroach‟, „Cockroach Party of India‟ 
and „Cockroach Janta Party (Gen Z)‟. 

 „cockroach‟                         ई               X           ,       „The Cockroach 

Youth‟, „Cockroach News‟, „IAmCockroach‟, „Cockroach Party of India‟ औ  „Cockroach 

Janta Party (Gen Z)‟           
 Politicians, including Trinamool Congress leaders Mahua Moitra and Kirti Azad, engaged 

with or expressed interest in the movement, alongside activists such as Prashant Bhushan 
and Anjali Bharadwaj. 

                         आ       औ        आ          ई                                   ई 

                       ,                 औ                                            

 

 

22M. East Bengal‟s 22-year wait for 

top-division title ends 

                                       22 

                    

 East Bengal FC roared back from a goal 
down to defeat Inter Kashi FC 2-1 and emerged 
the new Indian Super League champion on 

Thursday. 

                                                  

                                 2-1          औ  
                                          

 The triumph ended the Red and Gold 
Brigade‟s 22-year wait for the country‟s premier 

title. 

                                                  

             22                             
 A remarkable counterattack saw Inter 

Kashi take the lead in the 15th minute. 

                                           15   
                         

 Alfred Planas latched on to a deep cross 
from David Munoz and produced a spectacular 

volley to silence the East Bengal fans who had 
thronged the Kishore Bharati Stadium in large 

numbers to cheer the team. 

                                                   
        ई औ                                     
                                       ई         
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 The hosts responded strongly after the break, showing more urgency as they looked for the 

equaliser. 

                                              औ                                        
    ई  

 The efforts were rewarded in the 50th minute when Youssef Ezzejjari swooped in on a 
through ball from Anwar Ali and calmly slotted the ball home. 

                    50                                                                   
                                              

 East Bengal nudged ahead in the 73rd minute when Mohammed Rashid timed his run to 
perfection, reaching a cross from Bipin Singh and guiding the ball home with an outstretched 

leg. 

 73                                                                                          

                              औ  ई                    ई  
 East Bengal held on to the lead, sparking celebrations in the dugout and the stands. 

 ई                               ,                 औ                                

Bagan finishes second 

                         

 In the other match held simultaneously at the Salt Lake Stadium, defending champion 
Mohun Bagan Super Giant registered a comeback 2-1 victory over Sporting Club Delhi. 

                                                                                            
                                    2-1           

 East Bengal and Bagan finished with 26 points in 13 matches. 

 ई         औ                13         26                
 As their Kolkata derby had ended in a 1-1 stalemate, goal difference proved to be the tie-

breaker (19 to 14). 

                                1-1                          ,                (19      14) 

  ई-                
 In New Delhi, Mumbai City FC defeated Punjab FC 2-0 through goals by Hmingthanmawia 

„Valpuia‟ Ralte and Vikram Partap Singh to ensured itself a third-placed finish. 

                                              2-0                                  ,       
                  „        ‟       औ                         

 Punjab ended fifth in the standings with 22 points from 13 games. 

       13         22                                              

 

GS Paper 1: Society 22 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
22M Caste away 
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22M. Caste away 

            

 People must have the option to state they are casteless in 
the Census. 

                                                                 
       

 The Supreme Court was not wrong to dismiss a petition 
that sought to stall the caste census, which is part of the ongoing 
Census 2027. 

                                                       ,       
              2027                                             
         ई     

 The Chief Justice of India remarked, in support of the 

caste count, that “any government of the day must know how many 
people are backward and how many need welfare”. 

                                                        “        
                                                        औ  
                                        ” 

 In April 2025, the Narendra Modi government had made 

a turnaround to announce caste enumeration alongside the fresh 
census, the first such exercise since 1931. 

     2025                                                    ई 

                                     ,    1931                 
            

 Mr. Modi had earlier derided the idea as a sign of “urban 
Naxal” thinking, and the RSS had warned that such surveys were 
attempts to fracture Hindu society. 

                            “         ”                     , औ  
आ                                                                  
         

 The Congress, too, had made a dramatic turnaround in its 

historical position to demand a caste census. 

                                                                  
            

 Early governments of independent India decided not to 
enumerate caste with the census. 

                                                                                      
 The dominant thinking then was that counting caste communities would only reinforce the 

institution of caste that the state wanted to dismantle. 

                                                                      औ              
                               

 On the one hand, state policies sought to create a casteless society, while on the other, they 
also accounted for caste identities for positive discrimination in legislative representation and 
employment. 

                                                             ,                      
          औ                                                                          

 This dual approach to caste that was baked into the nation‟s founding principles has created a 
paradox that continues to this day. 
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 The clamour for a caste census is the latest manifestation of it.  

                                                         
 The Census itself has been long overdue. 

                                      
 The decennial population survey was originally due in 2021 but was delayed by the COVID-

19 pandemic and logistical hurdles. 

                          2021           ,            -19         औ                   
                    ई  

 The caste enumeration will take place in the second phase and will involve asking every 
individual their caste, rather than merely recording whether they belong to a Scheduled 
Caste or Scheduled Tribe, as in previous Censuses. 

                                  औ                                          ,           

                                                                      ,              
                          

 The delay in the Census has a bearing on planning of all sorts. 

            ई                                                 
 In India, a considerable portion of state policy is directly or indirectly linked to the caste profile 

of the target group. 

                                                                                            
        

 The one attempt at a post-Independence national caste count came in 2011. 

                                                       2011                 
 The open-ended caste identification process of the Socio-Economic and Caste Census 

produced over 46 lakh distinct caste names and 8 crore data errors, rendering the dataset 

unusable. 
       -आ     औ                                          46                -    

         औ  8                           ,                                 
 Most of its findings remain unpublished. 

                                                 
 The Modi government is still grappling with the challenge of finding the appropriate 

methodology for an accurate enumeration of caste communities. 

                                                                                        
            

 A caste census detracts from the effort to eradicate caste as it ossifies identities, but is helpful 
if viewed alongside other socioeconomic indices to better target welfare measures and ensure 
representation. 

                                                                                  , 
                         -                                                             
                 औ                                               

 The annihilation of caste must remain a goal, and people must be allowed to classify 
themselves as casteless if they so wish. 

                                    , औ                                                    
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GS Paper II: Polity 22 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

22M Ladakh seeks belonging through representation 

                                       औ                      
22M Bat for the better 

                         
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
22M. Ladakh seeks belonging through representation 

                                       औ                       

 It is both sad and ironic that the Union Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India 
argues that Ladakh needs more districts rather than a legislature or stronger constitutional 
safeguards under the Sixth Schedule. 

        औ                                                                                   
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 It contends that Ladakh‟s sparse population, strategic sensitivity and financial dependence on 
the Centre make a legislature unnecessary, and instead offers administrative decentralisation 
through additional districts as a practical alternative. 

                                       ,                    औ                          
                                      , औ                                        
                                                                 

 This argument is fundamentally flawed and reflects an impoverished understanding of 
democracy. 

                         औ                                    
 Not long ago, the British Empire claimed that Indians lacked the maturity and institutional 

capacity for self-rule — that Indians were too poor, illiterate and divided to govern themselves. 

                  ,                                                                

         औ                          —                                            , 

       औ              
 It was against such paternalism that Sri Aurobindo championed the idea of Purna Swaraj, 

or absolute self-governance, as a matter of dignity and national selfhood. 

                                              औ                                         
                                                     

 History proved the British wrong. 

                                      
 Yet, close to 80 years after Independence, the argument that Ladakh should be content with 

districts instead of a legislature echoes the same colonial logic in the language of nationalism. 

      ,                 80        ,                                                      
                    ,                        औ                                   

 Must Ladakhis still prove they are sufficiently populous, profitable and capable enough to 
deserve political representation? 

                                                                      ,         औ      

                                               ? 

 Does being geographically vast, sparsely populated and strategically sensitive disqualify a 
region from having a legislature? 

                       ,                 औ                                          
                                          ? 

 The recent announcement of five additional districts in Ladakh — Nubra, Changthang, 
Sham, Zanskar and Drass — has been celebrated as a major governance reform. 

                                           —     ,         ,    ,        औ      —           
                                          

 Certainly, administrative accessibility matters in a region spread across nearly 59,000 square 
kilometres of high-altitude terrain. 

            ,      59,000                                                                   
         

 Villages separated by mountain passes and harsh winters do require local administrative 
presence. 

           औ                    -                                                   
         

 But handing out districts is not democracy. 

                                               
 Districts cannot legislate on land protection, demographic safeguards, ecological 

preservation, employment priorities, cultural autonomy, renewable energy negotiations, 
education policy or the long-term developmental vision of the region. 
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                 ,                  ,                 ,                  ,           

       ,                      ,                                                             
          

 Districts are instruments of administration. Legislatures are instruments of representation. 

                      ,                                       
 A district magistrate implements policy. A legislature shapes the future of a people.  

                                      ,                                                
    

 A district reports upward to the bureaucracy. A legislature answers downward to citizens. 

                                      ,                                                
 No amount of administrative decentralisation and convenience can substitute for political 

agency. 

                  औ              ई                                                

Expendable electoral promises 

                  

 The most troubling aspect of the present discourse is that the Government of India itself 

repeatedly promised constitutional safeguards to Ladakh. 

                                                                         -              

                         
 After the abrogation of Article 370 and the creation of the Union Territory in 2019, 

assurances regarding Sixth Schedule protections were publicly articulated by leaders of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party and reflected in their election manifestoes for the MP and Hill 
Council elections in 2019 and 2020, respectively. 

        370          औ  2019                                ,                               
                                                            , औ          2019     2020    
           औ                                                       

 Yet, once the elections were over, and the party won based on these very manifestos, it went 
back on its commitments, raising ethical questions: Can promises made to frontier 
populations become expendable after elections? 

      ,                  औ                                               ,                 
         ई,                              :                                                   
                    ? 

The case of the northeast 

                

 What of the objections themselves? 

                             ? 

 Take the first one — that Ladakh is too strategic a border to be trusted with self-government. 

                                                  ,                                 
                   

 Arunachal Pradesh shares one of India‟s most sensitive borders with China. 

                                                                          
 It is geographically vast, sparsely populated, strategically critical and financially dependent on 

the Centre. 
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                      ,                ,                                               
                 

 Yet, when it was granted full statehood in 1987, its strategic location was not viewed as a 

security risk, but as a strategic necessity. 

      ,        1987                              ,                                         , 
                                          

 India understood that border populations cannot be held merely through bureaucratic 
administration or military presence. 

                                                                                        

                      
 The people who feel politically enfranchised and constitutionally respected defend a nation 

more fiercely than people who merely live inside its lines. 

                                   औ                                       ,         

                                                                            
 If strategic sensitivity was an argument for empowerment in one Himalayan frontier, by what 

logic does it become an argument against it in another? 

                                                                           ,              

                                             ? 

 The same applies to much of the Northeast. 

                                                
 When Nagaland was granted statehood in 1963, its population was barely around 3.5 lakh. 

              1963                         ,                      3.5         
 Mizoram became a State in 1987 with a population of roughly five lakh. 

          1987                                                    
 Sikkim entered the Indian Union as a state in 1975 with a population of barely two lakh. 

       1975                                                          
 Arunachal Pradesh itself had roughly six lakh people at the time of statehood. 

                                                             
 None of these States was financially self-sufficient. 

          ई                                       
 Many remain substantially dependent on central transfers even today. 

         ई                                                         
 India did not tell them that they were too small, or too poor, or too remote for a legislature. 

                                                         ,                             
 It understood that you do not integrate a frontier through subsidy and garrison alone. 

                                                         औ                           
                   

 You integrate it through belonging. 

                                                
 Which brings us to the fiscal objection — the weakest of the three. 

                               —                               
 Ladakh, we are told, cannot generate enough revenue to sustain itself. 

                                                                               
 But since when has fiscal solvency become the price of admission to Indian democracy? 

                                                                              ई? 

 India‟s federal structure is built on redistribution; the Finance Commission exists precisely 

because some States earn more than others and the Union shares it out. 
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                                                      ;     आ                          
                                               औ                              

 Even large States depend heavily on central devolution. 

                                                                
 Uttar Pradesh, the most populous State, draws enormous sums from the Centre through tax 

devolution, central schemes and grants-in-aid. 

                                                ,               औ                      
                                       

 Bihar, Assam and several Northeastern States also rely heavily on central transfers 
(between 70% and 90% of their expenditure) to bridge developmental gaps. 

     ,     औ   ई                                                                (70%    
90%   )                                  

 In many of these States, mountainous terrain, sparse populations and strategic constraints 
limit conventional revenue generation. 

                                  ,            औ                                       
               

 Yet, no one would argue that Uttar Pradesh should surrender its legislature because it 

depends on central funds. 

      ,   ई                                                                                

                             
 The suggestion would be absurd. 

                                
 Democracy in India has never been a reward for profitability — and if it were, much of the 

country would fail the test. 

                                                                            — औ          
    ,                                                

Ladakh needs its own voice 

                      आ          

 And Ladakhis are worth hearing — especially when the same establishment that calls 

Ladakh economically negligible is planning some of India‟s largest energy infrastructure 
projects on its land. 

औ                                 —           ,                                       
             ,                                                                         
        

 The renewable energy project in the Pang region of Changthang is expected to generate 
nearly 13 gigawatts of power, spread across acres of high-altitude pastureland. 

                                                              13                         
        ,        ई                                        

 With investments of around ₹50,000 crore and a potential of ₹7,000 crore of annual income, 
this is hardly the arithmetic of an insignificant region. 

     ₹50,000               औ  ₹7,000                                 ,                 

                           
 It is the arithmetic of a region that is central to India‟s energy future. 

                                                                      
 Ladakhis are increasingly watching decisions being made on solar parks, transmission 

corridors, mining, tourism expansion and land use. 
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                     ,                 ,    ,              औ                               
                                 

 The real question, then, is who negotiates the terms of this transformation. 

                                                              
 Who decides land rights, grazing rights for Changpa herders, ecological limits, local jobs, 

royalties and inter-generational sustainability? 

           ,                       ई       ,                  ,              ,        औ  
                                          ? 

 A district officer cannot answer these questions. 

                                             
 Nor was he ever meant to. 

औ                                  
 That is the role of a legislature — made up of representatives accountable to the people 

whose lives are being shaped by these decisions. 

                           —                                                               
                                          

 This is what the argument ultimately comes down to. 

                                                  
 India‟s greatness was never administrative tidiness, but the constitutional imagination to hold 

staggering difference within one Union without flattening it. 

                                               ,                                          
                                                   ,                  

 That same imagination produced the Sixth Schedule, recognising that fragile and distinct 

frontier regions need protections the plains do not. 

                                             ,                                 औ         

                                                                                    
 Uniformity is not equity. 

                         
 And Ladakh is not asking to belong to India less; it is asking to belong more fully — not as a 

territory administered from afar, but as a people shaping their own future. 

औ                                               ;                                            — 

                                  ,                                                       
 That distinction matters. 

                     
 Sri Aurobindo wrote that freedom is the necessary atmosphere for a nation‟s soul to grow. 

                                                                                    
 India‟s spirit has often been strongest at its edges — in places that chose Bharat and 

defended it through hardship and sacrifice without asking what it cost. 

                                                       —                             
     औ                                             ,                                     

 The strength of a republic is not measured by how tightly it controls its frontiers, but by how 
deeply even its farthest regions feel they belong. 

                                                                                          

       ,                                                                              ई         
                   

 The voice rising from Ladakh today is not a demand for privilege, but a quiet appeal to be 

trusted with its own future. 
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                                                        ,                        

                                                

 
 

22M. Bat for the better 

                         

 Courts must treat tax exemptions to the BCCI as a form of 
state grant. 

                  आ  (BCCI)                                          
                              

 The RTI Act was originally designed to scrutinise the state, a 
limit that the BCCI has repeatedly tested thanks to its outsized power. 

आ   आ                                -                         , 
औ        आ                                 -                   
             

 The BCCI is a private body that operates commercially and 

lacks direct public financing. 

      आ                                                   औ       
                                      

 RTI disclosures could expose competitive information and 
compromise the flexibility required to govern a sport, especially since 
the BCCI already has anti-corruption measures and comes under 
judicial review if required. 

     ई                                                           
           औ                                                    , 
                     ई                          -                   
औ                                                      

 If the BCCI is brought under the Act‟s remit, there is also a risk 

of political forces abusing transparency requirements to exert greater 
influence on cricket administration. 

          आ                                        ,                     
                                                                

                                         
 Even so, the Central Information Commission (CIC)‟s recent 

decision to exclude the BCCI from the RTI Act is unlikely to go 
uncontested because the body has also monopolised a national sport. 

      ,             आ    (  आ   )              ई         ई 

                                                              ,       

                                                        
 The BCCI benefits from national symbolism, police 

deployment at matches, concessional land allotments, and State 
hospitality; uses public stadium infrastructure; enjoys the regulatory privileges accruing to its 
monopoly status; and negotiates with foreign boards in ways that sometimes overlap with 
diplomacy. 

      आ                   ,                     ,                                      
            ;                                           ;                                
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                                     ; औ                                                         
   -                               

 These liberties have thus sustained civil society concerns about being unable to scrutinise its 
conflicts of interest and governance arrangements. 

                                                          औ                             

                              ई     
 Under Section 2(h) of the RTI Act, the BCCI is not a constitutional or statutory body and was 

not created by government notification, leaving the matter to turn on whether it can be said to 
be under state control or financing. 

     ई                 2( )                 आ                 औ                       , 
                                                   ,                                    
                                                     

 Following disputes in 2005 and 2013, the Supreme Court repeatedly said in 2015-16, when 
the BCCI was adopting the Lodha committee recommendations, that it performs public 

duties. 

2005 औ  2013                 ,    2015-16          आ                                   ई 

          ,                        -                                                        
 The Law Commission furthered this position in 2018 because, it added, the BCCI also 

serves as a National Sports Federation without the Sports Ministry recognising it as one 
and received tax exemptions worth ₹2,100 crore in 1997-2007 alone, a figure the 

Commission interpreted as foregone state revenue. 

     आ       2018                                             आ                          
                                                                              1997-2007    
         ₹2,100                            ,                                                    

 Subsequently, former Information Commissioner Sridhar Acharyulu ruled the BCCI to be 
a public authority under Section 2(h). 

                    आ          आ                2( )                  ई                

                    
 The Madras High Court stayed the order, and the CIC has now reversed the ruling. 

                                         , औ       आ                                
 The CIC has admitted that the BCCI exerts a significant influence on public life while insisting 

that its decision is based on Section 2(h) alone. 

  आ                                ई                                        ,           
                                  2( )               

 There is a contradiction between writ jurisdiction applying to the BCCI — as the Court 
affirmed in 2015 — even as the body is private enough to conceal its internal records. 

                            2015                     आ                                      

  ,                                                                                   

     
 At this time, Section 2(h) should be amended to include any body discharging public duties, 

especially with monopoly power, perhaps by creating a category that simultaneously protects 
the BCCI‟s commercial interests. 

                   2( )                                                              
                         ,                                      ,                          
       ई                                  

 Courts must also treat tax exemptions as a form of state grant. 
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GS Paper II: Governance 22 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

22M Should the NEET-UG be decentralised? 

    NEET-UG                              ? 

 

22M. Should the NEET-UG be decentralised? 

    NEET-UG                              ? 

 The cancellation and retest of the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET-UG), 2026 
has exposed deep cracks in India‟s examination system. 

                           (   -    ), 2026            औ                                   
                                    

 Allegations of paper leaks, corruption and repeated lapses by the National Testing Agency 
(NTA) has pushed lakhs of aspirants into uncertainty, stress and emotional exhaustion. 

                   (     )             ,         औ     -        ई                         
                     ,      औ                                           

 This has led to many asking whether such a high-stakes, single day, single shift, national 
exam for admission to all medical courses in India should be decentralised. 

                                                                                              
                             ,   -      ,                                         

                         
 Dr. G.R. Ravindranath and Balaji Sampath discuss the question in a conversation 

moderated by Bindu Shajan Perappadan. 
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  .   .आ .          औ                                                                     
                

 Edited excerpts: 

           : 

 Since its inception in 2013, the NEET has been marred by controversies. 

2013                                                    

What was envisioned as a transparent and uniform entrance exam has instead become 
synonymous with administrative lapses. 

                             औ                                   ,                               

          

Is the answer then to decentralise the exam? 

                                     ? 

 G.R. Ravindranath: NEET has reduced the burden of multiple medical entrance exams and 

lowered students‟ financial, mental and physical stress. 

  .आ .         :                                                                         
     ,        औ                            

 Unlike Plus Two cut-off admissions, NEET offers multiple attempts, giving students another 
chance to improve. 

         -ऑ                             ,                    ई                         
  ,                        औ                 

 However, rural, poor and government school students remain disadvantaged due to unequal 
access to coaching and resources. 

       ,      ,      औ                                                                  
                              

 Measures such as special reservations, fee support scholarships, additional marks, and free 
coaching classes for government school students can ensure equitable opportunities. 

          ,                    ,                                                      

                                                            
 Tamil Nadu‟s 7.5% reservation for government school students can serve as a model for 

nationwide reforms to make NEET fairer and more inclusive. 

                                                 7.5% आ                         औ  
                                                            

 States should be allowed to conduct their own entrance exams and admit students in order to 
ensure that students from vulnerable socio-economic sections are not put at a disadvantage. 

                                               औ                                            
     ,             -                                                           

 Balaji Sampath: Single window exams such as NEET have only increased the pressure on 

students because it affords them only a single chance — one time a year to get into various 
medical courses across India. 

           :                                                                              

                               —                                                           
             

 Moreover, NEET is both an entrance and eligibility test. 

            ,                                      
 Entrance for government seats and eligibility for management seats in private medical 

colleges. 
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 When the Supreme Court made NEET compulsory, the private college lobby pushed for 
keeping the qualifying marks really low (at 50th percentile which is around 120 to 140 marks 
out of 720). 

                                        ,                                                

                         (50            ,    720         120    140                )  
 So a student who scores 130, qualifies NEET and is eligible to buy a management seat. 

       , 130                                                                              
 However, poor and middle class students who score 400 are unable to pay and get these 

management seats. 

       , 400                         औ                                                   
         

 Given that there are only 1.37 lakh seats and 22 lakh students writing NEET, the cut-off 

should be kept much higher. 

                     1.37             औ  22                              ,   -ऑ          

                     
 This will ensure that rich students who score 130-350 do not pay and steal the seats of those 

who get much higher scores. 

                         130-350                                                            
                                                     

Why is the NEET exam marred by repeated allegations about paper leaks? 

             -                 आ                        ? 

 BS: To understand the vulnerability of the exam, we have to understand the scale that the 

paper targets. 

    :                                                                                  

         
 This pen-and-paper exam has 22 lakh students who compete for less than two lakh seats 

across all medical courses. 

      -   -              22                                                             

                  
 The problem originates here and gets accentuated by dropper students who have money 

power; they are people who are ready to pay ₹30 lakh to get a guess paper. 

                            औ                                          औ            ;        
                                          ₹30                               

 One has to understand that this corruption is driven by money power and desperation. 

                                     औ                      
 In its current form, NEET has become an intensely high-stakes exam. 

                                        औ                             
 Over half the candidates are repeaters, some attempting it for years, deepening desperation 

and fuelling paper leaks and corruption. 

                                              ,            ई                      ,              
        औ                                           

 Limiting attempts, while offering extra chances and reservations for disadvantaged students, 
could reduce pressure and improve fairness. 
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                                                               औ                      

                                               
 A two-stage examination system, as recommended by the K. Radhakrishnan Committee 

— set up by the Central government after allegations of corruption in the NEET 2024 paper — 

could reduce incentives for cheating by filtering candidates through a preliminary qualifier 
before a more tightly monitored final exam. 

  -                 ,           .                                  —                       

2024                                               —                                 
                                                                                        
    

 GRR: The lack of effective regulation over private medical colleges and the fees of deemed 
medical universities has significantly deepened inequities in admissions. 

  आ आ :                          औ                                            
                                                                

 Under the National Medical Commission Act, fee regulation applies only to 50% of seats, 
while private colleges are free to fix exorbitant fees for the remaining seats, making medical 
education inaccessible to many deserving students. 

               आ                                        50%                     ,      

                                                                         ,               
                                                       

 Although anti-capitation laws exist, enforcement remains weak and requires urgent 

strengthening. 

                                         ,                            औ                 

                    
 The mop-up counselling and stray counselling conducted by private colleges and deemed 

universities pave the way for malpractice and eliminates merit based admissions. 

                 औ                                    -                               

                                 औ                                                
 State government-controlled and Union government-controlled seats should be filled by the 

respective government authorities. 

           औ                                                                                
 Private institutions should not be allowed to admit students directly. 

                                                                           
 Also, medical admissions cannot be compared with engineering admissions, where vacancies 

remain high due to unemployment and declining demand. 

            ,                                                            ,                औ  
                                                  

 The pressure surrounding medical education is shaped by strong socio-economic and cultural 
factors, making NEET a far more high-stakes exam. 

                                           -      औ                                   , 
                                               

 States should be granted greater autonomy in admissions through amendments to the 
National Medical Commission Act. 

               आ                                                                     
            

 States willing to opt out of NEET should be allowed to adopt systems based on Plus Two 
marks, State-level entrance tests, or a combination of both. 
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                                 ,                 ,                                              
                                             

 Further reforms are necessary to reduce excessive competition. 

                                  औ                  
 These include limiting the number of NEET attempts, introducing age limits, and fixing 

minimum eligibility marks at 60% in science subjects in Class 12th examinations for open 
quota and OBC students, and 50% for SC/ST students applying for NEET. 

                                  ,                   ,              औ                   
           12                      60%    ,         /                       50%            

                                       
 At the same time, NEET should continue for all-India quota seats, AIIMS, JIPMER, deemed 

universities, and management quota seats of private medical colleges. 

      ,                      ,    ,      ,                   औ               
                                                           

 For these seats, admissions cannot be made on the basis of Plus Two marks or any State 
government exam because, for these seats, students from all over the country, as well as 
NRIs, overseas citizens of India and foreign nationals can also apply. 

                                                                                         
    ,                                                   -      आ आ ,                       

                                       

After the 2024 NEET paper leak controversy, the K. Radhakrishnan Committee identified major 
security lapses, including poor CCTV monitoring and excessive reliance on contractual staff 
within the NTA. 

2024                           ,   .                                                 ,       
                       औ                                                             

Why has the government not fully implemented the Committee‟s recommendations? 

                                                           ? 

 BS: The NTA did not implement most of the important recommendations of the 
Radhakrishnan Committee. 

    :                                                                          
 The Committee‟s recommendations can be categorised into three types: improving NTA‟s 

capacity, strengthening security measures such as CCTV surveillance and safer paper 
transport, and most importantly, reducing the high-stakes nature of NEET itself. 

                                                          :                       , 
                 औ                                                    ,          
        ,                                               

 The third category is particularly important, but nothing was done about it. 

                                  ,               ई                   ई  
 The most important recommendation was to conduct NEET in two stages. 

                                                           
 The first stage, the prelims, can select five lakh students out of the 22 lakhs and these five 

lakh students can then write the main NEET exam which will be used for medical college 
admission. 

        ,                    , 22                                                            
औ                                                          ,                     
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 This will dramatically reduce paper leaks. 

                                               
 The second major recommendation was to limit the number of attempts. 

                                                    
 This will reduce the number of repeaters who in their desperation are often ready to pay large 

amounts for leaked papers. 

                                                     ,                                         
                              

 To ensure equity, two more attempts can be allowed for SC/ST and BPL (Below Poverty 
Line) students. 

                                /                (                  )                         
                             

 The NTA did not implement any of these recommendations. 

                                                    
 GRR: Among the several suggestions of the Committee, one of the most important was a 

computer based test which was never implemented. 

  आ आ :                                                                              , 
                             

 Also, that coaching centres across India should be registered, regulated and that fees should 
be fixed. 

            ,                                     औ                                       
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22M. Should the rupee be left to depreciate? 

                                                    ? 

 Following days of sustained losses, the rupee has closed at nearly ₹97 to the dollar; while 
some advocate letting it and its own level, there is a risk in allowing depreciation to continue 
unchecked, especially as rising import costs of essential goods could fuel inflation. 

        ई                                 97                                   ;           

                                                          ,                                 
                                   ,                                    आ         

                               
 Continuous days of sustained losses has seen the rupee close at almost ₹97 to the dollar, 

with no indication that the slide has been arrested. 

        ई                                  ₹97                       , औ               
          ई                ई            

 Rising oil prices and the threat of external inflation will put further pressure on the rupee in the 
days to come. 

               औ                                                   औ                    
 This has prompted calls for intervention to prevent further falls. 

                                                                         
 Some writers, like Harvard professor Gita Gopinath, have resisted calls for intervention by 

the RBI, advocating for letting the rupee find its own level. 

           ,                                ,    आ   आ                                         

                                                        
 A weaker rupee would automatically curtail imports and boost exports. 

                                           औ                        
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 Intervention would only obstruct the free flow of market forces. 

                                                            
 While intervention does have its challenges, there is danger in letting the process of 

depreciation continue unabated, especially when much of it is being driven by speculative 
finance. 

                                 ,                                    -                   
                 ,                                                          

 With foreign interest rates bound to rise, capital will flow out faster, leading to stronger 
negative pressures on the rupee. 

                                                         ,               औ                

            
 In such a scenario, it might take inordinately long for the rupee to „find its level‟, and the 

inflationary dangers of a weak rupee will exert even more stresses on a populace already 
exposed to hardship as a result of worldwide spikes in energy prices. 

                          „           ‟                                   , औ        
                                           औ                                             
                                                    

Can intervention deepen volatility? 

                                 ? 

 A current account deficit implies more imports than exports, and hence a greater need for 
foreign currency. 

                                                        , औ                                  
              

 If this is adequately met by foreign capital inflow to purchase assets like stocks, the rupee‟s 
value relative to the dollar will not change. 

                                                                                            
                ,                                              

 If the economy experiences a deficit without sufficient inflow of foreign capital, it faces a 
problem, with demand for foreign exchange exceeding available supply. 

                                                                       ,                        

                                औ                       
 Mainstream models dictate that in such a situation, the rupee must depreciate. 

                                                                            
 The weaker rupee makes exports more affordable and imports more expensive, leading to an 

automatic adjustment of the current account deficit relative to the available inflow of foreign 
capital. 

                               औ                             ,                          
                                                            

 In such a scenario, intervening to artificially prop up the value of the rupee only delays the 
inevitable. 

                                                                                             
          

 It inhibits adjustment by ensuring import demand does not fall, because the rupee has not 
depreciated enough to naturally shut off higher import demand, the cause of the widening 
deficit in the first place. 

                                                                    ,                 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
3 

                                                                    ,                    
            

What is the difference between a weak rupee and a falling rupee? 

           औ                               ? 

 Arguments for non-intervention, however, conflate a falling rupee with a weak rupee. 

       ,    -                                          औ                                     
 A fall in the rupee value would not automatically increase export demand if the market 

expects a further fall. 

                     औ                    ,                                                 
        

 Exports might be higher when the rupee is weak, but may not rise when the rupee is falling if 
foreign buyers expect the price to fall even further and for goods to become cheaper at a later 
date. 

                                    ,                                      औ            
                             औ                         ,                                      

            
 At the same time, if the economy imports essential goods like oil, demand may not 

automatically reduce sufficiently as the rupee falls. 

      ,                                                    ,                             

                                
 If people expect the rupee to fall further, and for the prices to rise even more tomorrow, they 

may front-load purchases today and increase import demand in the short run. 

                                औ                            औ       ,                  

                   औ                                  
 This can be seen in the rush to buy petrol when prices were raised, as consumers expected 

further increases in the future. 

                                                                 ,                          

   औ                                    
 A falling rupee would see higher import values, but no necessary increase in exports, 

ensuring that the deficit is not curtailed. 

                                      ,                                            ,            
              

 The very problem that required a depreciation might just perpetuate itself.  

                                      ,                                           
 One might argue that exports would pick up and imports reduce when the process eventually 

works itself out. 

  ई                                                                  औ              
 But the adjustment process is rarely painless. 

                                             ई             
 Rising import values of essential goods will lead to rising inflation in the domestic economy 

that has already experienced reverse migration and real wage squeezes. 

                                                                      ,                      

      औ                                             

What is the role of capital flows? 

                           ? 
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 For the sake of argument, one can posit an equilibrium value of the rupee driven by 

fundamental values, such as export and import demands that exhibits uniform and predictable 
behaviour as the rupee changes value. 

                                                                    ,           औ          
                                                                                      औ  
                                       

 The process may be long, but the economy might eventually settle at this value, driven by 
fundamental changes in the current account. 

                        ,                                                                      
                                    

 However, this assumption neglects the role of speculative foreign capital. 

       ,                                                            
 Much of the fall in the rupee has been driven by speculative outflows of foreign institutional 

investment that, for whatever reason, does not see Indian assets as being sufficiently 

remunerative. 

         ई                                                                  ई   ,            
                                                        

 Perhaps investors think returns on Indian stocks will not be high in the future, that growth is 
not sustainable, or that interest rates will rise in developed country markets. 

                                                                          ,             

       ,                                               
 Whatever the reason, these speculative expectations of foreign investors can lead to capital 

outflow and depreciation, necessitating current account adjustments based on the sentiments 
of foreign investors. 

                  ,                                                    औ                    
       ,                                                                                   

 In such a situation, the „actual‟ value of the rupee is determined not by consumption demand 
but by speculation. 

                     „       ‟                        ,                                    
 There are no fundamentals or technical values underpinning the pure speculation of financial 

markets. 

                                        ई                                  
 With indications that foreign Central Banks may soon raise interest rates, the rupee could 

come under further pressure. 

                                                                   ,               औ       

                 
 Intervention is one amongst many policies that must be considered, and one that even 

developed economies have resorted to. 

                                                              , औ                       
                                        

 As the yen slid against the dollar in April this year, Japanese Finance Minister Satsuki 
Katayama signalled that the government would take „decisive action‟ in financial markets to 

maintain the yen. 

                                               ,                                         
                                                                 „              ई‟        

 Intervention to stem speculative capital flows is extremely hard to manage, and can lead to 
negative outcomes if the force of speculation is too great, or if governments do not — or 
cannot — show enough commitment in markets. 

                                                                     , औ                  
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                                                              —                —         
                            

 However, we must not assume that the rupee can find an equilibrium value soon, for its fall is 
being driven by speculation rather than any fundamental economic behaviour.  

       ,                                                                      ,            
                                                              

 It is time to have a serious conversation regarding the role and place of foreign capital in 
India‟s growth story. 

                                                                औ                        
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22M. RBI revived intervention strategy to arrest rupee fall, say bankers 

                             RBI                           ,               

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) reverted to its familiar intervention strategy on Thursday, 
deploying heavy dollar sales via state-run banks before the market open to halt a 

persistent slide in the rupee after a string of all-time lows, bankers said. 

                  (RBI)                                                      औ        
                                                                  ,                              
                                          ,                   

 The rupee surged on the interbank order matching system to near 96 against the U.S. dollar 

following heavy intervention, with the currency rallying by about 70 paise within minutes. 

                            ऑ                                                      96        
               , औ                            70           ई  

 It opened at 96.30 in the onshore spot market, up 0.5% on the day. 

 ऑ                      96.30        ,             0.5%            
 The central bank‟s pre-open intervention mirrored past episodes where it has acted 

aggressively to break a negative feedback loop of persistent depreciation and mounting 
pressure on the rupee. 
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                   -                                  ,                               औ       
                                                       

 The currency fell to within a whisker of 97 on Wednesday. 

                     97                  ई     
 The RBI last deployed this strategy in March and has, at times, intervened heavily either 

before market open or shortly after. 

 RBI                                                 औ   ई                                  

                         
 The rupee rebounded 50 paise to settle at 96.36 against the U.S. dollar on Thursday. 

                50                                         96.36             
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22M. Ebola crisis: India-Africa summit postponed 

           :     -                        

 Decision taken after consultations regarding „the emerging public health situation on the 
continent‟. 

                                                                              
 New dates for summit, its associated meetings will be communicated in due course, says 

MEA. 
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 MEA                                                  ई                                
       

 Last such summit was held in 2015; it had also been delayed by one year due to Ebola 
outbreak. 

                           2015                 ;                                         

                   
 The Ebola public health emergency in Africa cast its shadow on India‟s diplomatic calendar 

on Thursday, with the Ministry of External Affairs and the African Union announcing the 
postponement of the India-Africa Forum Summit-IV that was scheduled to take place here 

on May 28 to 31. 

                                                                                     
   ,                 औ               28    31  ई                              -           

           -IV                            
 In a joint statement, the MEA and the AU hinted at the Ebola crisis, saying that the decision 

was taken in view of the “evolving health situation in parts of Africa”. 

                 MEA औ  AU                                                             
             “                        ”                        

 The last such summit was held over a decade ago, and had also been postponed by a year 
due to an Ebola outbreak. 

                                                         औ                       
                                      

 Consultations were held between the Indian government and the Chairperson of the African 
Union and the African Union Commission regarding the “emerging public health situation 
on the continent”, the MEA and the AU said in their statement. 

 MEA औ  AU                          “                                      ”         
                         औ            आ                                    

 “Following these consultations, the two sides agreed that it would be advisable to convene the 
Fourth India-Africa Forum Summit at a later date,” they added. 

               , “                                                        -           

                                                 ” 
 There were several other Africa-related events to be hosted by the Indian Council of World 

Affairs and the Indian Council for Cultural Relations that have been cancelled, though 

some African delegates have arrived in New Delhi. 

                               औ                                                    

               -        ई                               ,                            ई 

                     
 New dates for the Summit and its associated meetings “will be finalised through mutual 

consultations and communicated in due course,” the MEA said. 

 MEA                       औ                         ई         “                         

                औ                              ” 
 The cancellation of the summit is being viewed as a setback to India-Africa ties, though 

officials insisted that the decision was taken in the best interest of all stakeholders. 

                                   -                                          ,         

                                                                       
 India expressed “solidarity with the peoples and Governments of Africa” and pledged to help 

them in dealing with the crisis with an “Africa-led” approach. 

         “              औ                       ”             “     -      ”              
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 Earlier, the African Union had called for “collective international solidarity and cooperation” to 
deal with the outbreak of Ebola virus that affected multiple countries including Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) and Uganda. 

                                                             “                           औ  
     ”                 ,                              (DRC) औ                ई         
             

 Responding to queries from The Hindu earlier this week, a spokesperson for Mahmoud Ali 
Youssouf, the Chairperson of the African Union Commission, had said the fourth India-
Africa Forum Summit would provide an opportunity to work on “future pandemics” and 

response mechanism. 

                                                         आ                               
                            -                       “                  ” औ          
                                     

„Collective cooperation‟ 

 „             ‟ 

 “While the Ebola outbreak is affecting a number of African countries, it is important to 
underscore that pandemics and public health emergencies respect no borders and require 
collective international solidarity and cooperation,” the spokesperson, Nuur Mohamud 
Sheekh, said in an email response to The Hindu on Monday. 

                                               ई              , “                  ई       
                        ,                                            औ                       

                                                                   औ                   
        ” 

 That came a day after the World Health Organization declared that the Ebola outbreak in 
the DRC and Uganda was “a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC)”. 

                                   ,                            DRC औ                   
        “                                               (PHEIC)”                

 Mr. Youssouf had earlier expressed deep concern about the Ebola virus disease, vowing 

that Africa would “overcome” this latest public health challenge through “unity, coordination 
and collective action.” 

                                                                                        
“    ,       औ                ई”                                                 “     

           ” 
 The fourth India-Africa Forum Summit was planned to be held between May 28 and 31, 

after a gap of nearly 11 years. 

          -                            11                      28    31  ई        

                     
 Indian officials have blamed the COVID-19 pandemic for the long gap since the last such 

summit was held in 2015. 

                         2015                                                          

COVID-19                                
 Former Indian Ambassador to Ethiopia, Gurjit Singh, expressed confidence that the summit 

would be held once the latest health emergency stabilises in Africa. 
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22M. Experts clarify the link between screen time, autism 

                     औ                                   

 Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is increasingly being discussed on social media, often 
alongside claims linking excessive screen time to autism in children. 

                     (     )                                        ,                  

                    ऑ                                     
 However, neurologists and developmental experts say the science is far more complex.  

       ,             औ                                                                 
 Sheffali Gulati, paediatric neurologist and former professor at the All India Institute of 

Medical Sciences (AIIMS), said autism cannot be reduced to one trigger alone. 

            आ                (   )                                                           
       ऑ                                                 

 “Autism is still an enigma. There are strong genetic influences, environmental factors and 
epigenetic mechanisms all interacting together,” she said. 

          , “ऑ                                                       ,                

औ                                        ” 

Multiple causes 

          

 Experts say autism begins very early in brain development and has a strong hereditary basis.  

                      ऑ                                                         औ       
                                   

 Dr. Gulati noted that studies show concordance rates of 60% to 90% in identical twins, 

indicating a major genetic contribution. 

  .                                                  60%    90%                ई  ई   ,    
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 Autism is also associated with several genetic conditions including Fragile X syndrome, 
Down syndrome, tuberous sclerosis and neurofibromatosis. 

ऑ      ई                                   ,                        ,            ,        

          औ                              
 She added that environmental associations being studied include air pollution, pesticide 

exposure, parental age and certain medications taken during pregnancy. 

                                                                             ,             
     ,     -                                      ई                     

 “Screen time is being studied as one environmental factor among many. It should not be 
sensationalised as the sole cause,” she said. 

          , “                                                                             
                                                   ” 

 Chakkera Priyanka, consultant neurologist, Kauvery Hospital, said current scientific 

evidence does not support the claim that screens directly cause autism. 

                                                                                            
                             ऑ                      

 “What studies have shown is association, not causation,” she said. 

          , “                         ई        ,                ” 
 “Children who already have early traits of autism may naturally prefer screens because they 

are repetitive, predictable and less socially demanding.” 

“                    ऑ                           ,                                        
                           ,            औ                                      ” 

 She explained that parents of children with developmental concerns may also rely more on 
screens for calming or regulation, creating what researchers call “reverse causality,” where 
increased screen use may actually be a consequence rather than the cause of developmental 
differences. 

                                                          -                                  

                                         ,                       “              ”          
                        ,                                                               

          ,            
 Abhinayaa J., consultant in Developmental Paediatrics at Apollo Children‟s Hospitals, 

say excessive screen exposure can still affect children‟s development, especially during the 
first few years of life when the brain undergoes rapid growth. 

                                                           .                           

                                        ,                                             

                              
 “The first thousand days of life are extremely important for brain development,” Dr. Gulati 

said. 

  .              , “                                                                       ” 
 “This is when neural networks are forming and synapses are being strengthened and pruned.” 

“                                                  औ                      ” 
 Recent research has shown children living with autism began using screens earlier than 

neurotypical children, with significantly higher problematic media-use scores. 

                             ऑ                                                              

                                                                                
 However, experts stress that these behavioural effects are different from autism itself.  

       ,                                                       ऑ                 
 Experts also cautioned parents against extreme reactions such as suddenly eliminating all 

screen exposure overnight. 
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               -                                                                             

                                        
 They said screen habits should instead be reduced gradually while increasing human 

interaction, play and communication, especially at a time when technology is increasingly 
being integrated into healthcare, education and developmental therapies for children. 

                                  -                       ,                  ,     औ  
                         ,                                                           ,      
औ                                                    

 

22M. How does the Gaganyaan‟s life-support system operate? 

              -                             ? 

 What are the systems designed to support astronauts aboard the spacecraft while in orbit? 

      -                                                                                     

                              ? 

 The Environmental Control and Life Support System (ECLSS) replicates the earth‟s 

. atmosphere in earth orbit by managing air, water, temperature, and waste

                                    (         )     ,   ,        औ                  

                                                                
 In short-term space missions, all supplies are carried from the earth and waste is stored for 

disposal later. 

                                                         ई         औ                   
                                    

 Long-duration missions recycle the waste back into useful resources like breathable air and 
clean water. 

                                                            औ                      
                                  

What is air revitalisation? 

                   ? 
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 Carbon dioxide is removed from the earth‟s atmosphere by photosynthesis and by dissolving 
in the oceans. 

         ऑ                                                                               
               

 In Gaganyaan (the Indian Space Research Organisation mission to place a small crew of 
Indian astronauts in a 400 km orbit around the earth), astronauts‟ exhalation will increase the 

cabin‟s carbon dioxide content and has to be artificially removed. 

       (                                    ,                                         

                    400                               )                                      
         ऑ                   ,                                    

 Elevated levels of carbon dioxide can lead to hypercapnia, causing symptoms such as 

headaches, dizziness, and impaired cognitive function. 

         ऑ                                                  ,             ,          
औ                                                       

 A healthy adult normally exhales around 1 kg of carbon dioxide per day, though this amount 

increases significantly with physical exertion. 

                                  1                  ऑ                     ,       

                                              
 The air revitalisation system (ARS) provides fresh air, removes carbon dioxide, and filters 

trace contaminants or odours that would otherwise accumulate in the cabin. 

                   ( आ   )                         ,          ऑ                         

            औ                                                          
 For short missions, oxygen is supplied from high-pressure gas bottles. 

                        ऑ         -                            ई          
 According to standards, a healthy crew member needs 0.84 kg of oxygen per day to support 

metabolic functions. 

               ,                                                      0.84         

                           
 Carbon dioxide is removed using lithium hydroxide canisters. 

         ऑ                                                                
 Each canister has activated charcoal that absorbs any odours in the cabin air. 

                                    ,                                                      
 A spent canister is replaced by the crew with a fresh one typically every 20-24 hours. 

                                        20-24                                 
 In a microgravity environment lacking natural convection, small fans in the ECLSS are the 

circulatory system that prevents lethal carbon dioxide and hazardous oxygen pockets from 
lingering. 

                                                , ई                                        
                  ,                  ऑ      औ         ऑ                                    

How are pressure, temperature and humidity controlled? 

   ,        औ  आ                                 ? 

 The Gaganyaan crew module is designed to maintain a comfortable environment with a 
temperature of 20-26°C and relative humidity between 30% and 70% to ensure crew comfort 

and equipment safety. 

                                                     20-26°C        औ  30%    70%    
                          ,                        औ                                   
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 The moisture released through the crews‟ breath and sweat are the main sources of humidity 
in the cabin. 

                औ                                                          
 Low humidity in the crew cabin can lead to dry skin, irritated eyes, and higher risk of static 

electricity discharge that could damage electronics. 

                                                 ,                                          

                          ,                                            
 High humidity promotes microbial growth and causes condensation that may lead to short-

circuits or corrosion. 

                                              औ                     ,           -         
                

 Heat in the crew module is primarily generated by the metabolic body heat of the astronauts 
(100 to 150 W per crew) and continuously operating onboard electronics and avionics. 

                                                               (                  100    
150    )                   ऑ                 औ                              

 An active cooling system is used to regulate temperature. 

                                                                      
 Heat is removed by circulating the air through heat exchangers, which will expel the heat into 

space. 

                                                                  ,                           
               

 The humidity is managed by condensing units that collect water to prevent fogging and short-
circuits. 

                                              ,         औ      -                         

               
 The pressure is held at 101.3 kPa. 

       101.3                                
 To mimic the earth's sea-level conditions, the pressure control system uses electronic 

sensors and safety valves to balance the air and oxygen levels. 

             -                                                                           

     औ                               औ  ऑ                              

Where does water come from? 

                       ? 

 The primary challenge in space is water doesn‟t „pour‟ but forms floating globules that can 
cause short-circuits in electronics or pose a hazard if inhaled accidentally. 

                                               „    ‟        ,                                  

          ,                      -                                                           
                 

 So water must be mechanically forced from storage using pressurised bladders to avoid gas-
liquid mixing. 

          औ                                                                                  
                     

 In Gaganyaan, the crew relies on supply of potable water stored in specially designed 

pouches. 
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 They can be pressed to force water directly into the mouth. 

                                                          

How is waste managed? 

                                 ? 

 In microgravity, liquid and solid waste do not “fall”, requiring suction-based airflow systems to 
pull waste away from the body and prevent it from floating around. 

                      औ                            ,                                    औ  
                                                                            

 These systems must also separate and stabilise waste to avoid microbial contamination and 
the buildup of toxic gases like ammonia. 

                            औ                      ,                     औ          
                                        

 In Gaganyaan, specialised faecal collection bags will be used and urine will be sucked 

through funnels. 

                  -                              औ                                       
 All waste will be chemically treated to neutralise odours and inhibit bacterial growth, then 

stored in sealed containers for disposal after return. 

                                                                          औ         
                    ,                                                             

How are fires suppressed? 

आ                              ? 

 The lack of gravity allows fires to expand into a sphere that is harder to reach with traditional 
suppressants. 

                                                  ,                                         

                        
 In Gaganyaan, smoke detectors will sound an alarm to alert the crew. 

                                                                 
 Fire extinguishers that create fine water mists can be used to put the fire out. 

       -                                                                            
 A water mist effectively cools the fire and also scrubs toxic smoke particles. 

  -                                      औ                                     
 Russia‟s Soyuz has the option to depressurise the cabin as a last resort to extinguish the fire 

after the crew has worn a pressure suit. 
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22M. India skips vote on UN climate resolution 

                                                           

 India abstained from voting on a United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA) resolution calling on countries to comply with their obligations on climate 
change, voicing concern that the draft “undermines” the “sacrosanct architecture” of 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

                            (UNGA)                                 ई,               
                                                                    , औ           
                                                                “           ” 
   “     ”          

 The resolution was adopted in the 193-member General Assembly on 
Wednesday with 141 votes in favour, eight against, and 28 abstentions. 

                    193                  141             ,          औ  28 

                                    
 India said it had engaged constructively in negotiations, clarifying its 

concerns and positions. 

                                                       औ                         
           

 “We are therefore disappointed that our concerns were not addressed, 
despite our best efforts to find common ground,” it said. 

         , “                                                                      

                                      ” 
 In the Explanation of Vote, First Secretary in India‟s Permanent Mission to 

the United Nations, Petal Gahlot, said adoption of the resolution by the General 

Assembly does not create binding commitments for India. 

               ,                                                                 
                                             ई                                  

 The resolution welcomed the July 2025 unanimous advisory opinion of the 
International Court of Justice on States‟ obligations on climate change. 

                   2025                                                        
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22M. 27 Maoists surrender in Jharkhand under 
Operation Navjeevan 

                                27              
आ             

 A group of 27 Maoists surrendered before the 
Jharkhand police on Thursday, as part of Operation 
Navjeevan. 

 27                                                    
                                       

 The group includes commanders and strike squads 
of the banned Communist Party of India (Maoist), active in 
the Kolhan and Saranda regions, as well as two leaders of 
the Jharkhand Jan Mukti Parishad active in Gumla 
district, said the police. 

                ,                                          
(       )           औ                      ,           औ  
                      ,                                     

                                    
 The Jharkhand police, along with its anti-Naxal unit 

Jharkhand Jaguar and the COBRA unit of the Central 
Reserve Police Force, is conducting operations against the 

Maoists, under the Jharkhand government‟s surrender and 
rehabilitation Policy. 

             ,          -        ई           आ            

                           ई             ,                 
                                                    

                   
 The Maoists surrendered their arms before the 

Jharkhand Director General of Police Tadasha Mishra and other senior police officials at 
an event in Ranchi. 

                                                                                     

                                                  
 Those who surrendered included JJMP sub-zonal commanders Sagen Aangariya alias 

Dokol, wanted in 123 cases, and Sachin Beg, wanted in six cases and carrying a reward of 
₹5 lakh. 

                       JJMP      -                  आ                ,    123          
         ,             ,                          औ         ₹5                     , 
          

 Last year on May 24, JJMP supremo Pappu Lohra alias Suryadev Lohra was killed on May 
24 last year, during an exchange of fire with security forces in the Ichabar forest of Latehar 
district. 

           24  ई    JJMP                                                                    
                                           ई     

 The 25 Maoists comprised six sub-zonal committee members, six area committee members 

and 13 squad members. 

    25                   -               ,                         13            
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 As per Jharkhand police data available with the Jharkhand police, 44 Naxalites have been 
arrested so far in 2026, while 29 have surrendered before the police, and 22 have been killed 

in police operations. 

                                      ,     2026          44                             
  ,      29                                  औ  22                              

 

 
 

22M. Regulation, not bans, can protect online gamers 

           ,                                                         

 The Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Act, 2025 was passed with the objective 
to “protect individuals, especially youth and vulnerable populations, from the adverse social, 
economic, psychological and privacy-related impacts” of online games involving money. 

                                        , 2025                                      

“       ,                औ                     -        ऑ                            , 

     ,            औ                                             ” 
 As growing evidence of their impact emerges, it is becoming increasingly clear that the Act is 

proving counterproductive. 

    -                                              ,                                   

                                       
 Early studies suggest that the use of offshore online betting and gambling platforms has 

risen since the ban. 
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                                                                        औ    आ          
                    

 Following the implementation of the PROG Act in October 2025, users quickly shifted from 

regulated domestic websites to illegal offshore platforms. 

       2025                                                                                  

ऑ                                      

Rise in offshore platform use 

                                 

 An even more worrying consequence is that these platforms not only circumvent domestic 
laws but may also become channels for money laundering and terror financing. 

     औ                                                                                     , 
             औ                                       

 Several reports and surveys conducted after the ban suggest that offshore platform usage 
has risen sharply. 

                                   औ                              ऑ                 
                         

 A study by CUTS International found a significant increase in offshore participation after the 
implementation of the PROG Act — from 68.3% to 82% in Delhi NCR, 67.8% to 83% in 
Tamil Nadu, and 66.7% to 91.7% in Maharashtra. 

                                                                      ऑ                 
                 ई —           आ     68.3%    82%,             67.8%    83%,             

   66.7%    91.7%     
 In Tamil Nadu, 67.8% of users reported using offshore platforms before the ban, often 

alongside domestic real-money gaming platforms. 

            67.8%                                           ऑ                            
  ,                                                    

 After the ban, this rose to 83%, involving the use of offshore platforms, marking an increase of 
15.2 percentage points. 

                            83%       ,    ऑ                          15.2               
                    

 This increase reflects a net behavioural shift of 15.2% toward offshore platforms, driven by a 
larger number of respondents starting offshore use after implementation of the PROG Act 
than those discontinuing it. 

         ऑ                    15.2%                                      ,               

                                   ऑ                                                      
                 

 This is not a new phenomenon. 

     ई  ई               
 Across industries, paternalistic bans rarely change consumer behaviour; they merely push 

users toward underground and more volatile channels. 

                                                                           ;         

                      औ                                        
 Products which are not physical in nature face an even deeper challenge, as users can 

quickly shift through VPNs and private links, making effective regulation and consumer 

protection far more difficult. 

                                ,    औ                                ,                        
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औ                                                      ,                     औ          
                             

A case for strong regulation 

                          

 In the recently concluded Budget parliamentary session, the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology reported to the Lok Sabha that the Centre had blocked 8,376 
URLs to combat the financial irregularities and cybercrime havoc being caused by illegal 

offshore betting networks. 

                                                औ                                      
                           ऑ                                                   औ  
                              8,376   आ                  

 Despite this, media reports continue to allude to suicides linked to illegal online betting traps 
even after the ban. 

           ,                                        ऑ                              
                                          

 It is therefore crucial to recognise the scale of the problem and reconsider whether strong 
regulation may be more effective than an outright ban. 

                                                  औ                                  
                                                            

 Illegal operators use technologically advanced evasion tactics, including virtual private 
networks (VPN), proxy servers and encrypted platforms such as WhatsApp and Telegram, 

to ensure seamless access and transactions. 

                         औ     -                                                         
             ,                            (      ),                        औ               
                            

 By the time authorities block one domain, users are often shifted to mirror sites with little 
disruption. 

                                            ,                                        
                                          

 The widespread use of VPNs also masks user locations, weakening geographic restrictions. 

                                                            ,                            
            

 When users shift to offshore platforms, domestic authorities face significant limitations in 
ensuring consumer protection and grievance redress. 

             ऑ                                      ,                                    

औ                                                                     
 The easy accessibility of offshore online gambling platforms to Indian users is therefore a 

serious public concern. 

                                ऑ     ऑ                                      

                                 
 A recent inter-State online gambling and fraud racket that came to light in my constituency in 

Tamil Nadu — Sivaganga — in February this year involved a fraudulent “Old Coin 
Purchase Task” promoted on Telegram, in which the accused lured victims into investing 

money in fake old-coin bidding schemes by promising high returns. 

                                                                        -       ऑ          

औ                                                    “                   ”         , 
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 They also procured “mule accounts” by persuading villagers in Sivaganga, Paramakudi and 

Kalayarkovil to open bank accounts in exchange for small payments, which were then used 

to divert the proceeds of the crime. 

              ,         औ                                                                     

        “            ”            ,                                                    

                  

Examples from overseas 

                 

 Looking at other jurisdictions offers useful perspectives on responding to the rise of offshore 
platforms. 

                                 ऑ                                                   
                      

 The United Arab Emirates, despite its long-standing prohibition, moved in 2023 to establish 

a tightly controlled federal licensing framework with strict compliance requirements, deposit 
limits and harm-prevention safeguards, partly to address the risks posed by unregulated 
offshore activity. 

                    ,                                  , 2023                     ,          
औ      -                                                                  ,              

        ऑ                                                  
 Sri Lanka is now moving in a similar direction, with a centralised Gambling Regulatory 

Authority expected to become operational by June 2026 to consolidate oversight and bring 

offshore online activity within a clear domestic framework. 

                                      ,                                                   2026 

                            ,                                  औ  ऑ     ऑ      

                                                     
 The emerging lesson is that the real policy choice is rarely between permitting and banning. 

                                                           औ                           
 It is between creating a regulated domestic framework with accountability and consumer 

safeguards, or allowing the space to be dominated by offshore operators beyond domestic 
oversight. 

                        औ                                                              
               ऑ                                                                 

 Addressing this menace requires sustained coordination between the Centre and State 
governments. 

                              औ                                            
 As the evidence suggests, a blanket ban is unlikely to work in the long run. 

                          ,                                                     
 Instead, policymakers should reconsider and test a regulated framework within a controlled 

environment. 

              -                                                                       
                  

 This would enable policymakers to better understand and address the challenges posed by 
offshore operators, while also generating tax revenue from a regulated ecosystem. 

         -             ऑ                                                        औ       
                            ,                                                  
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 These revenues could then be reinvested in strengthening offshore monitoring and 
enforcement mechanisms, as well as funding player-awareness campaigns — an approach 
adopted successfully in several western countries. 

                       ऑ             औ                                             
                                      —                            ई                
                          

 
 
 


