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CJP’s X handle
withheld; founder
starts new account

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The X account of Cock-
roach Janta Party, the satir-
ical political outfit that has
taken social media by
storm, has been withheld
in India in response to a le-
gal demand, according to
founder Abhijeet Dipke.

“Cockroach Janta Par-
ty’s account was started on
16th May. Within 4 days the
account got banned be-
cause it got more than
200K following,” the foun-
der posted on X on Thurs-
day. Mr. Dipke also claimed
that attempts were made
to hack the CJP’s Instagram
handle.

Mr. Dipke later an-
nounced that he had start-
ed a new account named
“Cockroach Is Back” on X.
He informed the agencies
that the team would pur-
sue the matter “legally”. A
little over an hour after it
was started, the “Cock-
roach Is Back” X handle
had 16,800 followers.

The CJP is a satirical pol-
itical movement founded
on May 16 by Mr. Dipke, a
former political strategist
for the Aam Aadmi Party.
The platform was started
in response to Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant’s com-
ment describing young,
unemployed Indians as
“cockroaches”. The C(CJI
had later said that the me-

COCKROACH

COCKROACH

A poster announcing the
CJP’s new X account after
the original was taken down.
X/@COCKROACHISBACK

dia had “misquoted” him.

The movement became
an Internet sensation, gar-
nering over 14.5 million fol-
lowers on Instagram, sur-
passing the BJP’s 8.8
million follower count.
Several other accounts us-
ing the ‘cockroach’ nomen-
clature remain active on X,
including ‘The Cockroach
Youth’, ‘Cockroach News’,
‘IAmCockroach’,  ‘Cock-
roach Party of India’ and
‘Cockroach Janta Party
(Gen Z).

Politicians,  including
Trinamool Congress lead-
ers Mahua Moitra and Kirti
Azad, engaged with or ex-
pressed interest in the
movement, alongside acti-
vists such as Prashant
Bhushan and  Anjali
Bharadwaj.

(With PTI inputs)

22M. CJP’s X handle withheld; founder starts
new account

CJP T X 83 AT IAT; FEYTYSF F 7T HFI5C Y
T

e The X account of Cockroach Janta Party, the
satirical political outfit that has taken social media by storm,
has been withheld in India in response to a legal demand,
according to founder Abhijeet Dipke.

YT AT e o 3@, derer AfSTT o o &
aﬂa:h‘agqmmmﬁmw Cockroach Janta
Party T X 3ehI3¢ $TRcl & Teh shislel HIIT & STaTel H JhT 4T
gl

e “Cockroach Janta Party’s account was started on
16th May. Within 4 days the account got banned because it
got more than 200K following,” the founder posted on X on
Thursday.

TEYT9h o IR T X T GIEe T, “Cockroach Janta
Party T 3/ehT3€ 16 HS T & fohaT 1T AT| 4 fereit & ofiek
33 Tfaefd 8 1T Fifeh 58 200K W 37frs Bresng &
T Y

e Mr. Dipke also claimed that attempts were made to
hack the CJP’s Instagram handle.

A feaes 3 g oY arar 53T % CIP & SFern# £ & &
FTe T FIRAY FT TS|

e Mr. Dipke later announced that he had started a new
account named “Cockroach Is Back” on X.

g1e 7 &Y feush & 9vor fr fo 3@l X 9T “Cockroach Is
Back” #11# & 7197 31ehI3e & fohar g

¢ He informed the agencies that the team would
pursue the matter “legally”.

3giet Toifaa &l Giad fora o &1 38 A # e &9
Q" 3T Feruan|

e A little over an hour after it was started, the
“Cockroach Is Back” X handle had 16,800 followers.

AR gl & T ¢ ﬁg@mwaﬁﬁ “Cockroach Is
Back” X 3o & 16,800 WIei137d &l 7T 2|

e The CJP is a satirical political movement founded on May 16 by Mr. Dipke, a former political
strategist for the Aam Aadmi Party.

CJP Ueh SHIATCHS ToTellicien JaTelel g, oI FATTHAT 16 HS 1 3T et aréf & qd
TSAatifeieh 0T Y feeh garT & 15 ot

e The platform was started in response to Chief Justice of India Surya Kant’s comment
describing young, unemployed Indians as “cockroaches”.

Ig Y AR & LT ~ArTefier I 1 38 feoqul & Sare & & fohar a1 o1, fSaH segiat
AT SSTITR R s “cockroaches” eT UT|

e The CJI had later said that the media had “misquoted” him.
STE # CJI & gl AT o AFSAT F 3¢ “aTelel Sy foham |
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e The movement became an Internet sensation, garnering over 14.5 million followers on
Instagram, surpassing the BJP’s 8.8 million follower count.

g 3TGIeTeT Sedale R GeIdelT §e7 3137 31K Instagram 9T 58 14.5 AT & 3rfas wrasrd
8 31T, St BJP & 8.8 fAferae wializry & 31fas £

e Several other accounts using the ‘cockroach’ nomenclature remain active on X, including
‘The Cockroach Youth’, ‘Cockroach News’, lAmCockroach’, ‘Cockroach Party of India’
and ‘Cockroach Janta Party (Gen Z)’.

‘cockroach’ ATH T 3TN ¥t Tl s 37T 373 Y X W T &, f5=187 “The Cockroach
Youth’, ‘Cockroach News’, ‘lAmCockroach’, ‘Cockroach Party of India’ 3iX ‘Cockroach

Janta Party (Gen Z)’ 2nfad &1

e Paliticians, including Trinamool Congress leaders Mahua Moitra and Kirti Azad, engaged
with or expressed interest in the movement, alongside activists such as Prashant Bhushan

and Anjali Bharadwaj.

TUTHE HIAE A AGHT Fga AR et 3rotTe AR S TTAIH = 3 3ieTereT & &fr ferams
1 S S[STd ST T, TET WRITT $79OT 3R IHSAfer sTREarsT oI Hriehdll 8 384 3|

East Bengal’s 22-year wait
for top-division title ends

KOLKATA

East Bengal FC roared back
from a goal down to defeat
Inter Kashi FC 2-1 and
emerged the new Indian
Super League champion
on Thursday. The triumph
ended the Red and Gold
Brigade’s 22-year wait for
the country’s premier title.

A remarkable counterat-
tack saw Inter Kashi take
the lead in the 15th minute.
Alfred Planas latched on to
a deep cross from David
Munoz and produced a
spectacular volley to si-
lence the East Bengal fans
who had thronged the
Kishore Bharati Stadium in
large numbers to cheer the
team.

The hosts responded
strongly after the break,
showing more urgency as
they looked for the equalis-
er.

The efforts were reward-
ed in the 50th minute
when Youssef Ezzejjari
swooped in on a through
ball from Anwar Ali and
calmly slotted the ball
home.

East Bengal nudged
ahead in the 73rd minute
when Mohammed Rashid
timed his run to perfec-
tion, reaching a cross from
Bipin Singh and guiding

P

Best on show: Figueira was adjudged ‘player-of-the-league’
while Ezzejjari emerged the top scorer. X@INDSUPERLEAGUE

the ball home with an out-
stretched leg.

East Bengal held on to
the lead, sparking celebra-
tions in the dugout and the
stands.

Bagan finishes second
In the other match held si-
multaneously at the Salt
Lake Stadium, defending
champion Mohun Bagan
Super Giant registered a
comeback 2-1 victory over
Sporting Club Delhi.

East Bengal and Bagan
finished with 26 points in
13 matches. As their Kolka-
ta derby had ended in a 1-1
stalemate, goal difference
proved to be the tie-break-
er (19 to 14).

In New Delhi, Mumbai
City FC defeated Punjab FC
2-0 through goals by
Hmingthanmawia  ‘Val-
puia’ Ralte and Vikram Par-
tap Singh to ensured itself
a third-placed finish.

Punjab ended fifth in
the standings with 22
points from 13 games.

The results:

At Kolkata: Inter Kashi 1 (Planas
15) lost to East Bengal FC 2
(Ezzejjari 50, Rashid 73).

Mohun Bagan SG 2 (Manvir 90,
Maclaren 90+9) bt Sporting Club
Delhi 1 (Fernandes 63).

At New Delhi: Punjab FC 0 lost
to Mumbai City FC 2 (Valpuia 80,
Vikram Singh 90+11).

At Jamshedpur: Jamshedpur FC
0 drew with Odisha FC0.

22M. East Bengal’s 22-year wait for
top-division title ends

& el &1 Y FEfierer ae & w22
auT T SASIR AT

e East Bengal FC roared back from a goal
down to defeat Inter Kashi FC 2-1 and emerged
the new Indian Super League champion on
Thursday.

$TC I THHY o Teh Mol & TVSSA o 91¢ ATER
mmgsgamﬁtrwhaﬁz-l T 3k
IEAR T 7T $FIT FIT ofter A7t 5=

e The triumph ended the Red and Gold

Brigade’s 22-year wait for the country’s premier
title.

g Siid & TTY 38 U8 Mes f3ats &1 22 & gafzar
adre & forw 22 aNt &1 sdeR FATed 8 |

e A remarkable counterattack saw Inter
Kashi take the lead in the 15th minute.

T QAR STATEY 3THATT & STRT §eX F1eft & 155
fAste & gea gifla T

e Alfred Planas latched on to a deep cross
from David Munoz and produced a spectacular
volley to silence the East Bengal fans who had
thronged the Kishore Bharati Stadium in large
numbers to cheer the team.

37eS T o 3T FANS & gL hiF W AR
giell oS 3T A T AT = & fv a1 gear
ﬁqgﬁmmmreﬁwﬁﬁagéww
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gAY A i W e
The hosts responded strongly after the break, showing more urgency as they looked for the
equaliser.

AT EH o 37U & 916 SRR STa1s e 3R ey & a7vel &Y deorer 7 3719 3Mehresdar
fears|

The efforts were rewarded in the 50th minute when Youssef Ezzejjari swooped in on a
through ball from Anwar Ali and calmly slotted the ball home.

ST SITET T IROE 503 [AwTe H AT STa Tg® TR o 3eTa? 37ell o Y Siel I ool &
qgaRY RN 3ie; T il 3 ggar fea|

East Bengal nudged ahead in the 73rd minute when Mohammed Rashid timed his run to
perfection, reaching a cross from Bipin Singh and guiding the ball home with an outstretched
leg.
7iémmﬁmmavﬁaﬁﬂﬁrmwﬁgmﬁ§¢ﬁﬁaﬁ?a:aﬁﬁqgﬂwﬂﬁgu
R & d1e; T et gara 3R ST S 1 e eS|

East Bengal held on to the lead, sparking celebrations in the dugout and the stands.

SEC SIS & AT Feoe] SRR TG, Torereh diie; S913M13e 3R &eien STl 3 STeet & &1 aram|

Bagan finishes second
TR gAY AT 9T T@T

In the other match held simultaneously at the Salt Lake Stadium, defending champion
Mohun Bagan Super Giant registered a comeback 2-1 victory over Sporting Club Delhi.

Hiee aF TRIA A T T Wl 7T G HHlEo & Hioper AT+ Ager awme gui srie o
T Y T FANET Ferer el T 2-1 F |

East Bengal and Bagan finished with 26 points in 13 matches.

$Te §9TTe 3R 91T g1t oF 13 F=t 37 26 37 g1fder v

As their Kolkata derby had ended in a 1-1 stalemate, goal difference proved to be the tie-
breaker (19 to 14).

TR 3T FYeThTaT So HepeToll 1-1 Y ST T FHATC T AT, FAIAT Il 3 (19 TATH 14)
TIS-SIh Tl E3T|

In New Delhi, Mumbai City FC defeated Punjab FC 2-0 through goals by Hmingthanmawia
‘Valpuia’ Ralte and Vikram Partap Singh to ensured itself a third-placed finish.

7% oot 71 Had R voeht & votme vHE BT 2-0 F T AT T GiARea o, orae
el ST ‘araggar ee AR s yar g = feu)

Punjab ended fifth in the standings with 22 points from 13 games.
YT 13 AT H 22 37ehT & HIY JHehdTforerl H qrad FATeT 91 ET|

GS Paper 1: Society 22 May 2026
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22M

Caste away

ST 9
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fGS | Society ]
Caste away

People must have the option to state
they are casteless in the Census

T he Supreme Court was not wrong to dis-

miss a petition that sought to stall the

caste census, which is part of the ongoing
Census 2027. The Chief Justice of India remarked,
in support of the caste count, that “any govern-
ment of the day must know how many people are
backward and how many need welfare”. In April
2025, the Narendra Modi government had made
a turnaround to announce caste enumeration
alongside the fresh census, the first such exercise
since 1931. Mr. Modi had earlier derided the idea
as a sign of “urban Naxal” thinking, and the RSS
had warned that such surveys were attempts to
fracture Hindu society. The Congress, too, had
made a dramatic turnaround in its historical posi-
tion to demand a caste census. Early govern-
ments of independent India decided not to en-
umerate caste with the census. The dominant
thinking then was that counting caste communi-
ties would only reinforce the institution of caste
that the state wanted to dismantle. On the one
hand, state policies sought to create a casteless
society, while on the other, they also accounted
for caste identities for positive discrimination in
legislative representation and employment. This
dual approach to caste that was baked into the
nation’s founding principles has created a para-
dox that continues to this day. The clamour for a
caste census is the latest manifestation of it.

The Census itself has been long overdue. The
decennial population survey was originally due
in 2021 but was delayed by the COVID-19 pan-
demic and logistical hurdles. The caste enumera-
tion will take place in the second phase and will
involve asking every individual their caste, rather
than merely recording whether they belong to a
Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe, as in pre-
vious Censuses. The delay in the Census has a
bearing on planning of all sorts. In India, a con-
siderable portion of state policy is directly or in-
directly linked to the caste profile of the target
group. The one attempt at a post-Independence
national caste count came in 2011. The open-end-
ed caste identification process of the Socio-Eco-
nomic and Caste Census produced over 46 lakh
distinct caste names and 8 crore data errors, ren-
dering the dataset unusable. Most of its findings
remain unpublished. The Modi government is
still grappling with the challenge of finding the
appropriate methodology for an accurate enum-
eration of caste communities. A caste census de-
tracts from the effort to eradicate caste as it ossi-
fies identities, but is helpful if viewed alongside
other socioeconomic indices to better target wel-
fare measures and ensure representation. The
annihilation of caste must remain a goal, and pe-
ople must be allowed to classify themselves as
casteless if they so wish.

22M. Caste away
S 9

e People must have the option to state they are casteless in
the Census.

ST S I STASTOTAT H TG T AMfATAGIA DI et T fdehed glal
U

e The Supreme Court was not wrong to dismiss a petition
that sought to stall the caste census, which is part of the ongoing
Census 2027.

Hafea AT gaRT 39 AT T WIS AT ITeld w1er 2T, foraa
TeT TET SAIVTAT 2027 & AT &let ATl STl SIAITOTAT Sl Jehet ST
HiaT ST 7S 2|

e The Chief Justice of India remarked, in support of the

caste count, that “any government of the day must know how many
people are backward and how many need welfare”.

HRA & HET AT A ST I0TAT o HAL H gl o “fonaly ot
AT &7 TIHR Fl TG ST 3T § T fohvdar oot o § 31k
fohcTell ST HoATOTRRT TR Sl AT & 17

e In April 2025, the Narendra Modi government had made
a turnaround to announce caste enumeration alongside the fresh
census, the first such exercise since 1931.

mzozsﬁmmﬁmﬁmﬁwﬁqﬁaﬁm?a@
SAITOTAT 3 FTY SATTAIT ITUTAT ehT BNOT T, St 1931 & 9T Tgoll THT
giohaT gref|

e Mr. Modi had earlier derided the idea as a sign of “urban
Naxal” thinking, and the RSS had warned that such surveys were
attempts to fracture Hindu society.

A A A T 58 AR Y “Ag Ao HIT 1 Fciieh I 2T, 3T
HRTHTH o UclTaail &7 AT fob 0 FeToT fgg HATST ol T it &
BRI

e The Congress, too, had made a dramatic turnaround in its
historical position to demand a caste census.

m#aﬁmﬂﬁaﬁmwﬁwmmgaﬁm
&$r AT |

e Early governments of independent India decided not to
enumerate caste with the census.

T IRA T IRIAF TIHRT A STTT0TAT & TTY ST ST IVTAT oF et T 0T form 2|

e The dominant thinking then was that counting caste communities would only reinforce the
institution of caste that the state wanted to dismantle.

3 THI YA Ara g A & ST Fegeral S 07T Shael 38 S cFaedT 1 3R HAsigd HLf
S8 T FATCd HIAT ATEAT AT

e Onthe one hand, state policies sought to create a casteless society, while on the other, they
also accounted for caste identities for positive discrimination in legislative representation and

employment.

Teh 3R T Y Al STTATAgT HATST Seilel i T Y T6T A, F6T gady 3] faemd
giafA&a 3 VSRR F TFRIcHS ASHT & T FATIRT IgareT st 3 FAerar & 7 Wy A

e This dual approach to caste that was baked into the nation’s founding principles has created a
paradox that continues to this day.
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S T Heleld Al H TATee STt o 9fet T8 gder giseenor Ueh U TaTUTsi i Sfed ST § i
3T A ST E

The clamour for a caste census is the latest manifestation of it.

S STAMOTAT Y AfeT 38 ATy H FATda fHegiad gl

The Census itself has been long overdue.

SIOTAT TG FHIhT THT F difed WG ol

The decennial population survey was originally due in 2021 but was delayed by the COVID-
19 pandemic and logistical hurdles.

R STTEEAT HI&TOT FHelcl: 2021 # glaT AT, fehat HIfAS-19 AFEARY AR wemafaien wid=rgat
% HROT 8 ST g3
The caste enumeration will take place in the second phase and will involve asking every

individual their caste, rather than merely recording whether they belong to a Scheduled
Caste or Scheduled Tribe, as in previous Censuses.

SITTCRTE ITOTAT GER TROT H T ST 3R SHH Fedish caferd & IHehT A1t GST S, o foh sharer
Ig &of fohdT SITEaT T3 ag srgqfRra sinfar ar s Serenfa & et 8, siar fos g
SAOTATHT H R STTeT 2T

The delay in the Census has a bearing on planning of all sorts.

STAIVTAT 3 g5 X 1 FafFesT TR BT ATSTATAT TR TG I3 &

In India, a considerable portion of state policy is directly or indirectly linked to the caste profile
of the target group.

HRT A T T AT T Teh F37 REAT T8 I7 IR0eT §q § 8T FHg T ST AT F ST

RE
The one attempt at a post-Independence national caste count came in 2011.
TIATAT & §16, TET FAX R AN IT0TAT T THATT T 2011 F fHam arar &)

The open-ended caste identification process of the Socio-Economic and Caste Census
produced over 46 lakh distinct caste names and 8 crore data errors, rendering the dataset
unusable.

wrATTSr-3fde 3 snfer StaaToreT S el ST ggter Tisham 3 46 o W 37 Jrefar-37efer
ST 7T 3R 8 5 SeT At aet 3175, FSa ag JilehsT Jrguieh g1 arm|

Most of its findings remain unpublished.

g% 31TARIeT fsehy 316 s YT 8T fhT arv §

The Modi government is still grappling with the challenge of finding the appropriate
methodology for an accurate enumeration of caste communities.

RIS TIHR 3737 o ST FHCTAT T HEXeh TUTAT o FIT SUGF PRIV TioTet T Tt &
EERGES

A caste census detracts from the effort to eradicate caste as it ossifies identities, but is helpful
if viewed alongside other socioeconomic indices to better target welfare measures and ensure
representation.

ST STTOTAT STl 3eelet & TATHT T HHSAR AT & FiTeh TG TgTeT bl TR Fllehl 8,
AifeheT I1E 38 31T FIATTSTh-37Teh Ferehi & WY SWT ST ol T§ hedTUThRT AT T 6}
&1 § el et 3R yiafafeica GiaAfad #ta & Ggrieh &1 dehcll &1

The annihilation of caste must remain a goal, and people must be allowed to classify
themselves as casteless if they so wish.

ST T 3eafetet Ueh e 1T T@aTT @1y, 3R AT &t afe & =rg At ¥ad 1 snfafads & s 7
qIffepet et T JeTAT At TR
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22M

Ladakh seeks belonging through representation

deare gfafafea & Areds F 3rv=h ggare 3 gganfrar i qemr F

22M

Bat for the better
dgdY SUIEAT F AT ot

Ladalkh seeks belonging through representation

tis both sad and ironic that the Union assurances regarding Sixth Schedule protections and 90% of their expenditure) to bridge
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of were publicly articulated by leaders of the developmental gaps.
India argues that Ladakh needs more Bharatiya Janata Party and reflected in their In many of these States, mountainous terrain,
districts rather than a legislature or election manifestoes for the MP and Hill Council sparse populations and strategic constraints limit
stronger constitutional safeguards under the elections in 2019 and 2020, respectively. conventional revenue generation. Yet, no one
Sixth Schedule. It contends that Ladakh’s sparse Yet, once the elections were over, and the would argue that Uttar Pradesh should surrender
population, strategic sensitivity and financial © | party won based on these very manifestos, it its legislature because it depends on central
dependence on the Centre make a legislature Founder of the went back on its commitments, raising ethical funds. The suggestion would be absurd.
unnecessary, and instead offers administrative Himalayan Institute of | Questions: Can promises made to frontier Democracy in India has never been a reward for
decentralisation through additional districts as a Alternatives, Ladakh, populations become expendable after elections? profitability - and if it were, much of the country
practical alternative. and an education would fail the test.
‘This argument is fundamentally flawed and reformer and public The case of the northeast
reflects an impoverished understanding of intellectual working ‘What of the objections themselves? Take the first | Ladakh needs its own voice
democracy. Not long ago, the British Empire to reimagine one — that Ladakh is too strategic a border to be And Ladakhis are worth hearing — especially
claimed that Indians lacked the maturity and education, trusted with self-government. Arunachal Pradesh | when the same establishment that calls Ladakh
institutional capacity for self-rule — that Indians dE;"’(”(IV , ecology shares one of India’s most sensitive borders with economically negligible is planning some of
were too poor, illiterate and divided to govern ;u"t Himalayan China. It is geographically vast, sparsely India’s largest energy infrastructure projects on
N » ures through £ o . . S
themselves. It was against such paternalism that grassroots leadership populated, strategically critical and financially its land. The renewable energy project in the
Sri Aurobindo championed the idea of Purna and innovation dependent on the Centre. Yet, when it was Pang region of Changthang is expected to
Swaraj, or absolute self-governance, as a matter of granted full statehood in 1987, its strategic generate nearly 13 gigawatts of power, spread
dignity and national selfhood. History proved the location was not viewed as a security risk, but as across acres of high-altitude pastureland. With
British wrong. a strategic necessity. India understood that investments of around ¥50,000 crore and and a
Yet, close to 80 years after Independence, the border populations cannot be held merely potential of ¥7,000 crore of annual income, this is
argument that Ladakh should be content with through bureaucratic administration or military hardly the arithmetic of an insignificant region. It
districts instead of a legislature echoes the same presence. The people who feel politically is the arithmetic of a region that is central to
colonial logic in the language of nationalism. enfranchised and constitutionally respected India’s energy future.
Must Ladakhis still prove they are sufficiently defend a nation more fiercely than people who Ladakhis are increasingly watching decisions
populous, profitable and capable enough to merely live inside its lines. If strategic sensitivity being made on solar parks, transmission
deserve political representation? Does being was an argument for empowerment in one corridors, mining, tourism expansion and land
geographically vast, sparsely populated and Himalayan frontier, by what logic does it become | use. The real question, then, is who negotiates
strategically sensitive disqualify a region from an argument against it in another? the terms of this transformation. Who decides
having a legislature? The same applies to much of the Northeast. land rights, grazing rights for Changpa herders,
The recent announcement of five additional ‘When Nagaland was granted statehood in 1963, ecological limits, local jobs, royalties and
districts in Ladakh — Nubra, Changthang, Sham, its population was barely around 3.5 lakh. inter-generational sustainability? A district officer
Zanskar and Drass — has been celebrated as a Mizoram became a State in 1987 with a cannot answer these questions. Nor was he ever
major governance reform. Certainly, population of roughly five lakh. Sikkim entered meant to. That is the role of a legislature — made
administrative accessibility matters in a region the Indian Union as a state in 1975 with a up of representatives accountable to the people
spread across nearly 59,000 square kilometres of population of barely two lakh. Arunachal Pradesh | whose lives are being shaped by these decisions.
high-altitude terrain. Villages separated by itself had roughly six lakh people at the time of This is what the argument ultimately comes
mountain passes and harsh winters do require statehood. None of these States was financially down to. India’s greatness was never
local administrative presence. self-sufficient. Many remain substantially administrative tidiness, but the constitutional
But handing out districts is not democracy. dependent on central transfers even today. India imagination to hold staggering difference within
Districts cannot legislate on land protection, did not tell them that they were too small, or too one Union without flattening it. That same
demographic safeguards, ecological preservation, poor, or too remote for a legislature. It imagination produced the Sixth Schedule,
employment priorities, cultural autonomy, understood that you do not integrate a frontier recognising that fragile and distinct frontier
renewable energy negotiations, education policy through subsidy and garrison alone. You integrate | regions need protections the plains do not.
or the long-term developmental vision of the it through belonging. Uniformity is not equity. And Ladakh is not
region. Districts are instruments of Which brings us to the fiscal objection - the asking to belong to India less; it is asking to
administration. Legislatures are instruments of weakest of the three. Ladakh, we are told, cannot | belong more fully — not as a territory
representation. A district magistrate implements cannot generate enough revenue to sustain itself. administered from afar, but as a people shaping
policy. A legislature shapes the future of a people. But since when has fiscal solvency become the their own future. That distinction matters.
A district reports upward to the bureaucracy. A price of admission to Indian democracy? India’s Sri Aurobindo wrote that freedom is the
legislature answers downward to citizens. No federal structure is built on redistribution; the necessary atmosphere for a nation’s soul to grow.
amount of administrative decentralisation and Ladakh's Finance Commission exists precisely because India’s spirit has often been strongest at its edges
convenience can substitute for political agency. democratic some States earn more than others and the Union | — in places that chose Bharat and defended it
aspirations shares it out. Even large States depend heavily on | through hardship and sacrifice without asking
pendable el 1p i cannot be central devolution. what it cost. The strength of a republic is not
The most troubling aspect of the present duced h Uttar Pradesh, the most populous State, draws | measured by how tightly it controls its frontiers,
discourse is that the Government of India itself re u.CE‘ to _[ ¢ enormous sums from the Centre through tax but by how deeply even its farthest regions feel
repeatedly promised constitutional safeguards to adm|n1§[rauve devolution, central schemes and grants-in-aid. they belong. The voice rising from Ladakh today
Ladakh. After the abrogation of Article 370 and convenience Bihar, Assam and several Northeastern States also | is not a demand for privilege, but a quiet appeal
the creation of the Union Territory in 2019, of districts rely heavily on central transfers (between 70% to be trusted with its own future.

22M. Ladakh seeks belonging through representation
weerE wfafaftea & Aregsr ¥ 379t ggare 3iv agsnfrar i qarer #

e |tis both sad and ironic that the Union Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India
argues that Ladakh needs more districts rather than a legislature or stronger constitutional
safeguards under the Sixth Schedule.

Ig gue AR FaSa=qot a1t & foh TR TXhR T FERT I[§ FATAT g ceh ol & Toh eaTa
Ueh FAUTAHS S AT S T & 3Tl 31 Hotgd Haenfaies FRat & aoira 3iferen ot v
AT HAT G|
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It contends that Ladakh’s sparse population, strategic sensitivity and financial dependence on
the Centre make a legislature unnecessary, and instead offers administrative decentralisation
through additional districts as a practical alternative.

FHATSA T A § T oI hl i STAHET, HARS Hagerelerdr 3R g W [ HeRar &
HROT TGI TAUTAHSH el ITTTRT e &, 3] 5Th TUTT W 3TaRerd STell & AETH T
SR ToTeh areheTenuT hl SATagTReh faehed & &9 & e fohar 1T &

This argument is fundamentally flawed and reflects an impoverished understanding of
democracy.

Tg T Herd: 0T § 3R Srenc= 1 VAT TorsT T G2l B

Not long ago, the British Empire claimed that Indians lacked the maturity and institutional
capacity for self-rule — that Indians were too poor, illiterate and divided to govern themselves.

g THY gl Te, fafeer @mTed 7 arar HYar o o SRt 7 Tamae & o snavas
IRYeFaaT 3R GEATTT &THAT T AT & — o ARAT T3 AT Hl & TaT a8 T,
sififera 3k faenfaa €1

It was against such paternalism that Sri Aurobindo championed the idea of Purna Swaraj,
or absolute self-governance, as a matter of dignity and national selfhood.

U EETOTATET A & faver A 3R ¥ aTRaAr 3N UsEr meATeRar & wee & &9 # qot
FERIST 31U qUT EGATH T HALTROT T T Fohar o

History proved the British wrong.

sfagra o fafeel &I srad gy a feam|

Yet, close to 80 years after Independence, the argument that Ladakh should be content with
districts instead of a legislature echoes the same colonial logic in the language of nationalism.

Y &1, Fadaar & F9T39T 80 T A1, I doh [oh TG I [AUTAHSH & T TN hael Tolell
TS B STAT 1T, sgare &1 AT 7 3¢ 3afoafes w7 gegha S g |

Must Ladakhis still prove they are sufficiently populous, profitable and capable enough to
deserve political representation?

FIAT IEard & aidlt &l 371 3ff I Ry X1 ghem o & oied STaaear are, amsere iR aaTHd
¢ af 3 Teehfaes gfafaftica & Jeg AR me?

Does being geographically vast, sparsely populated and strategically sensitive disqualify a
region from having a legislature?

FI1 HiMTos § F TIAT, FH TATEAT aTel 3R THARS T F HaeT12iel 8= Thar 837 T
fIUTTHsS @ dfRId et 1 YR §e FoheT &7

The recent announcement of five additional districts in Ladakh — Nubra, Changthang,
Sham, Zanskar and Drass — has been celebrated as a major governance reform.

eI # gret 1 7 e arer sifafera el — agam, =ieraier, T, Stivwt AR g — FTEw s
RITTeTeh YR & & & T foham ram g |

Certainly, administrative accessibility matters in a region spread across nearly 59,000 square
kilometres of high-altitude terrain.

fAT¥ad 9 &, 97997 59,000 aﬁméﬁmwﬁﬁmﬁmmq@?w

Aga ¢l

Villages separated by mountain passes and harsh winters do require local administrative
presence.

TN e3F 3R FAR eIt A 3rcre1-Lerer g2 a1fat il TN gnafas 39feufa 61 sraegsdr
g gl

But handing out districts is not democracy.
AfeheT Shaet TTel T ITSeT IR el Al T oTal g

Districts cannot legislate on land protection, demographic safeguards, ecological
preservation, employment priorities, cultural autonomy, renewable energy negotiations,
education policy or the long-term developmental vision of the region.
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FIATIAT, A0 Fait AT, TS et 3r2rar &1 & Srefentforen faehe gieshioT o) el oTel
AT Fohdd |

Districts are instruments of administration. Legislatures are instruments of representation.

oo wemdet & 3ueeoT §, STaf faenssse gfafafia & suaor §)

A district magistrate implements policy. A legislature shapes the future of a people.

Te foter Al Afert &1 @) T &, STt fumeeser e Tarer & s1fasT 1 3mem &ar
el

A district reports upward to the bureaucracy. A legislature answers downward to citizens.

T ToTelT URmaTaeh dF &l 3R g1dT &, STafeh [atTTHs o A9TReRT & Ifd 3R glar gl

No amount of administrative decentralisation and convenience can substitute for political
agency.

SR foTeh farehglenoT AR GIaer &1 #his 8ff T ToTeiifcleh HTRRT T faehed e sioT Hehell|

Expendable electoral promises

AT AT a1

The most troubling aspect of the present discourse is that the Government of India itself
repeatedly promised constitutional safeguards to Ladakh.

AT faaet &1 Tt Ridrstietes Ut I8 ¢ o T3 #Ra T&R 7 degi@ Al IR-IR Jaunfaes
TRE&TT T 3MTRaTHET feam 2|

After the abrogation of Article 370 and the creation of the Union Territory in 2019,
assurances regarding Sixth Schedule protections were publicly articulated by leaders of the
Bharatiya Janata Party and reflected in their election manifestoes for the MP and Hill
Council elections in 2019 and 2020, respectively.

HeTede 370 & Tkt 3R 2019 ey AMFAT TR & IS o ST, AT STetell Gréf & A3 o1
AIESIforeh T & ST T & 37cTaicd FR&T o 3TRarsa 7T T, 3R I8 3eTeh 2019 T 2020 %
HHU: mmﬁamﬁgﬁé?mwﬁﬁaﬂqﬁaﬁﬁagm 7|

Yet, once the elections were over, and the party won based on these very manifestos, it went

back on its commitments, raising ethical questions: Can promises made to frontier
populations become expendable after elections?

T o, oiTar FATCe glet 3R Se1 BTl & TR 9 91et T faeTa & dle;, 9 3791 arar &
dies ge 18, TSI aifcieh U9l Sctea g1t 8: a1 WATacH &A1 &l SieTall & fohv a1V a1, Faarat &
e, TS 9 ST 87

The case of the northeast
Yafa? T AT

What of the objections themselves?
TIY ST AT T FIT TUR g7
Take the first one — that Ladakh is too strategic a border to be trusted with self-government.

ggell 9T Ig & o deare 3rcafie arAfies @A 817 §, Safav 39 9 Faemds & faw sar
EHRERIRCIRESI]

Arunachal Pradesh shares one of India’s most sensitive borders with China.
ITUTTES YT T TAT =ef & AT IR T T a1l AT & T T gl

It is geographically vast, sparsely populated, strategically critical and financially dependent on
the Centre.
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g dtanferen &0 & fa2Tel, Hd ST arer, QAR gt @ 3rcdd Ageaqol aur fadfa s @
e W RE

Yet, when it was granted full statehood in 1987, its strategic location was not viewed as a
security risk, but as a strategic necessity.

T o, ST 39 1987 & qUT T o1 AT TerT a1, A 3Heh! AN EAT T F&T e =78,
gfes v gl FEeTHar & &9 F @1 a7

India understood that border populations cannot be held merely through bureaucratic
administration or military presence.

R & I HST foh DAt 8137 Y AT T Shdol AIRIRITET TRIEeT AT Vo 3ufeAufa & aregs
{ TEY SNST ST FeheT|

The people who feel politically enfranchised and constitutionally respected defend a nation
more fiercely than people who merely live inside its lines.

ST ST T Y TSeifcles &9 & TR AR HIlere €9 & GoAleld 7gHy AL 8, I dhadl
AT o 8N gt aTel ST BT JofedT & g T 3778k Gl & T&T il B

If strategic sensitivity was an argument for empowerment in one Himalayan frontier, by what
logic does it become an argument against it in another?

I Teh TgATerl AT 817 7 ATARS HdeTNeldT FRITFIHIT FHT HTUR Ff Fehell &, o GER &1
H TET T 3 TN T HTUR HH ToT AT &2

The same applies to much of the Northeast.

TEY &1t JiferehTer qafar &=t ox ot o ghell &1

When Nagaland was granted statehood in 1963, its population was barely around 3.5 lakh.
SIS ANIAS & 1963 H T FT &A1 [GAT 31T, A IHDT AAHEIT 1A 3.5 1@ AT
Mizoram became a State in 1987 with a population of roughly five lakh.

TSI &1 1987 # SIITH9T 9T A1 T SAATEAT oh A1 T FATT 37|

Sikkim entered the Indian Union as a state in 1975 with a population of barely two lakh.
RTFRF 1975 H T &Y AT T FTATET o AT HRAT TY HT A5 =77

Arunachal Pradesh itself had roughly six lakh people at the time of statehood.

TIY BT T2 I FTAGEIT T ToTol & JHY 979797 B¢ o 2|

None of these States was financially self-sufficient.

AT A H1S o T Foehr &9 F Al 78 4|

Many remain substantially dependent on central transfers even today.

ST T s T 31T 8 heiT T gTdicaRoT R bl ge e AR &

India did not tell them that they were too small, or too poor, or too remote for a legislature.
R 7 38 T 7A€ FeT o6 A FAUHSS  fow s oI, 75 I I7 95 REY B

It understood that you do not integrate a frontier through subsidy and garrison alone.

AR = g TAST T Tl FATCT &7 T TehlehiuT sherel 3elelel 3R A= oraferdl & AeTH &
e TohaT I FehdT|

You integrate it through belonging.

3T THTHIUT 3TTelcd T HIGAT & ATEIH T BT g |

Which brings us to the fiscal objection — the weakest of the three.

g & o AIRY O o AT § — i el 3 Jd HASIK do g

Ladakh, we are told, cannot generate enough revenue to sustain itself.

§H TN STl § o wregra 379e) 31Tecca & folT qaiTed Tsiea 3cesl 78T Y HebelT|

But since when has fiscal solvency become the price of admission to Indian democracy?
Afehed AR ehiehd T # ARNERT & foIv A 3ncAfeRar e & 3ifaart o ae 7752

India’s federal structure is built on redistribution; the Finance Commission exists precisely
because some States earn more than others and the Union shares it out.
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T hT AT TG T YeATacRoT o f¥ericd oX 3menmie &; farer maer st ror 3iecdca 7 8
FIR Fo T GERT T ool 7 3T FATA § IR G 37 37 &7 AT e 1

Even large States depend heavily on central devolution.

gl deh o 93 ToT o FrT iy geaiavor o1 3rcafaes e €

Uttar Pradesh, the most populous State, draws enormous sums from the Centre through tax
devolution, central schemes and grants-in-aid.

T 31T SIAHET ATelT T I TS T GEATRT, Hld AofA13it 3R Heferlt & Areas &
e @ odY fachT @errar gred aar &

Bihar, Assam and several Northeastern States also rely heavily on central transfers
(between 70% and 90% of their expenditure) to bridge developmental gaps.

e, 3w 3R S qafer T o Faerer |atll 31w &1 w7 et & foIT 379e a2 &1 (70% &
90% dF) FE FEATTROT W AR F: B

In many of these States, mountainous terrain, sparse populations and strategic constraints
limit conventional revenue generation.

SoTH U 37oieh Tl & YA 3T, el SIAHEAT 3R TARS WA TRARD AT FoloT
AT FAT &

Yet, no one would argue that Uttar Pradesh should surrender its legislature because it
depends on central funds.

TR oY, IS T§ ok A6T &I Toh 30X UG Fl cha ol ATV AT [AUTTHS T BIS el AT Fifoh
I Ferg fAfaar w e

The suggestion would be absurd.

UHT FATa o SRS g9 |

Democracy in India has never been a reward for profitability — and if it were, much of the
country would fail the test.

R 3 cliec T Hell #ff AT o IR I FE2T STIet ATl JREahm w1eT a1 & — 31K 3
BIT, AY 2T T Teh ST H19T 3 HAIET U 3ol &1 AT

Ladakh needs its own voice

FACETE F A ¥ Y HETS AT

And Ladakhis are worth hearing — especially when the same establishment that calls
Ladakh economically negligible is planning some of India’s largest energy infrastructure
projects on its land.

3R g & ANT Gol STTet 19 § — TIATRT o7, ST TET cTaEAT il clegid i 3T & &
AT AT &, SThT 3 T R T T T TS Sl 1 HTEAT TRATSTATHT T ASTeAT AT
Wl

The renewable energy project in the Pang region of Changthang is expected to generate
nearly 13 gigawatts of power, spread across acres of high-altitude pastureland.

T F 491 &3 F yEa1fad Ao FeT GRS § ST93TeT 13 ITmETe STl 3T aht
3TAET &, ST 371 aTel faeel TReTg &1 # Well gt

With investments of around ¥50,000 crore and a potential of ¥7,000 crore of annual income,
this is hardly the arithmetic of an insignificant region.

ST 50,000 FUT & 32w 31R ¥7,000 FF 7 GfaT a1i¥eh 3 & @rer, g fondy Agcagl
&1 7 3NTHF TfOT 7T B

It is the arithmetic of a region that is central to India’s energy future.

I 39 &1 1 3TAF TRGeT § S 9RA & St 1T & &g 7 P B

Ladakhis are increasingly watching decisions being made on solar parks, transmission
corridors, mining, tourism expansion and land use.
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AT & lT W rent, grAfRer HIRER, Weld, qdes favar 3R #1f3 3uiter & waftra faw sm
% Aot Y TR 39 @ &

The real question, then, is who negotiates the terms of this transformation.

qrEdfas e I8 ¢ fo 39 aRade $r erdaf 9) ara=iia Sl #Har gl

Who decides land rights, grazing rights for Changpa herders, ecological limits, local jobs,
royalties and inter-generational sustainability?

1 DR, =TT gATeHI & TS AR, RIS FATT, TAERT AR, AT 3R
difeat de fearrs fasra &1 Aot Fia aarg?

A district officer cannot answer these questions.

Teh TSTeT 31TRRY 5o7 WRaAT T 3R 8T & HehT|

Nor was he ever meant to.

3R T & 38 3Ha FAT ST 93T 2|

That is the role of a legislature — made up of representatives accountable to the people
whose lives are being shaped by these decisions.

Ig Y U [auT=iHse &1 § — St 0 gfafa iRt & e =7 g St 37 aireit & ufar 3axeri gt
oreTeh Shaet go7 foTat @ wenfaa ar @ &1

This is what the argument ultimately comes down to.

37cTeT: QX7 T S8 g R 3o hforet g1 ST B

India’s greatness was never administrative tidiness, but the constitutional imagination to hold
staggering difference within one Union without flattening it.

m@rwmwwﬁwwﬁaﬁ@,mwmwmﬁw%ﬁ
19 fafaeansit & ve dg & iR Fafed X Tt &, fo=T 3¢ e

That same imagination produced the Sixth Schedule, recognising that fragile and distinct
frontier regions need protections the plains do not.

3T HauTfareh gfse =1 Y AT P Ste e, g TP it §T fob Hagateler AR fafRrse
HIATT &1 T 3oT FR&T SUTEHT hT AT & ToTaTeht JTTLTehcll HeTel &1 I LT gieit|
Uniformity is not equity.

TH&TdT GHTIAT el glaTl

And Ladakh is not asking to belong to India less; it is asking to belong more fully — not as a
territory administered from afar, but as a people shaping their own future.

3R STEERE AR | FH ST Y AT TeT T g &; I8 AT To7 & & Sf5e1 Y AT A T8 —
Teh &Y U TR &1F & & A o181, Siedh el HTTST hl TG TR ol aTel HATS o &9 H]|
That distinction matters.

g 3T AgeaqoT &

Sri Aurobindo wrote that freedom is the necessary atmosphere for a nation’s soul to grow.

ft 3RfAe = forar o1 o Tadaar frel Isg Y 31cAT & faerra & AT 379 arararoT g

India’s spirit has often been strongest at its edges — in places that chose Bharat and
defended it through hardship and sacrifice without asking what it cost.

R T 3TcAT TFER 3ThT AT W T 7TH TAFT 6T § — 37 T R fSegled HRA Fi
AT 3R FISATSH TUT ST & ATCTH & SHehT &7 T, To11 Tg I o saehy e Fa1 gran|

The strength of a republic is not measured by how tightly it controls its frontiers, but by how
deeply even its farthest regions feel they belong.

R ITURTST FT AfFd 3 a1 T 78T AT AT o a8 319=1T HT31t i fohcdett FoRar & AT
YT &, Sloeh 30 ST & AT ST & foh 38 Ty gy &1 ol T o 389 fohelalt I6X1S & SfsT
B3 FAgHH I &

The voice rising from Ladakh today is not a demand for privilege, but a quiet appeal to be
trusted with its own future.
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Bat gor me better

Courts must treat tax exemptions to the
BCCI as a form of state grant

T he RTI Act was originally designed to

scrutinise the state, a limit that the BCCI
has repeatedly tested thanks to its out-
sized power. The BCCI is a private body that oper-
ates commercially and lacks direct public financ-
ing. RTI disclosures could expose competitive
information and compromise the flexibility re-
quired to govern a sport, especially since the
BCCI already has anti-corruption measures and
comes under judicial review if required. If the
BCCI is brought under the Act’s remit, there is al-
so a risk of political forces abusing transparency
requirements to exert greater influence on crick-
et administration. Even so, the Central Informa-
tion Commission’s (CIC) recent decision to ex-
clude the BCCI from the RTI Act is unlikely to go
uncontested because the body has also monopol-
ised a national sport. The BCCI benefits from na-
tional symbolism, police deployment at matches,
concessional land allotments, and State hospital-
ity; uses public stadium infrastructure; enjoys
the regulatory privileges accruing to its monopo-
ly status; and negotiates with foreign boards in
ways that sometimes overlap with diplomacy.
These liberties have thus sustained civil society
concerns about being unable to scrutinise its con-
flicts of interest and governance arrangements.
Under Section 2(h) of the RTI Act, the BCCI is
not a constitutional or statutory body and was
not created by government notification, leaving
the matter to turn on whether it can be said to be
under state control or financing. Following dis-
putes in 2005 and 2013, the Supreme Court re-
peatedly said in 2015-16, when the BCCI was
adopting the Lodha committee recommenda-
tions, that it performs public duties. The Law
Commission furthered this position in 2018 be-
cause, it added, the BCCI also serves as a National
Sports Federation without the Sports Ministry re-
cognising it as one and received tax exemptions
worth 2,100 crore in 1997-2007 alone, a figure
the Commission interpreted as foregone state re-
venue. Subsequently, former Information Com-
missioner Sridhar Acharyulu ruled the BCCI to be
a public authority under Section 2(h). The Ma-
dras High Court stayed the order, and the CIC has
now reversed the ruling. The CIC has admitted
that the BCCI exerts a significant influence on pu-
blic life while insisting that its decision is based
on Section 2(h) alone. There is a contradiction
between writ jurisdiction applying to the BCCI —
as the Court affirmed in 2015 - even as the body
is private enough to conceal its internal records.
At this time, Section 2(h) should be amended to
include any body discharging public duties, espe-
cially with monopoly power, perhaps by creating
a category that simultaneously protects the
BCCI's commercial interests. Courts must also
treat tax exemptions as a form of state grant.

22M. Bat for the better
AT TGEAT F AT Joall

e Courts must treat tax exemptions to the BCCI as a form of
state grant.

=IrATerdl T SIS (BCCI) Y &1 ST ATell T T I TT el &

Teh TIRYT & §9 H AAAT AT

e The RTI Act was originally designed to scrutinise the state, a
limit that the BCCI has repeatedly tested thanks to its outsized power.

IRENITS IFTATATH FHoT T @ T T SAT-US ATl & [T ST 17 2,
3R Frfi3mE & 319e 3rcaF ATFT F FROT IR-TR SHhT JAT3HT T
&I ol

e The BCCl is a private body that operates commercially and
lacks direct public financing.

AAHTE v HS) AT & Y AaE¥e ® F FRI Fdr g iR S
JcIeT ATdatfoteh [aaaISoT 9Ied 8T aiar|

e RTI disclosures could expose competitive information and
compromise the flexibility required to govern a sport, especially since
the BCCI already has anti-corruption measures and comes under
judicial review if required.

IREN3MTS & AT A3 & THEIHOT  FTeTecae SATThRT 39T
& Fehdll & 3R Wel HaTeleT & foIT 3TaRTeh ofeiloldsT UX THIT 98 Hehell &,
IRV e ST SIS & ITH Ugel & g SR -Ut 3ur #iele &
3R 3MTRTHAT TSt W Ig w11 FHIET & GRI 3 37T 1

e Ifthe BCCI is brought under the Act’s remit, there is also a risk

of political forces abusing transparency requirements to exert greater
influence on cricket administration.

Ife; Nereiarg o 5@ 3ARTH & g F o Sirar g, ar TR Riar deel
ATTTAT T GEAGNIT X JSTei {cIeh AT SaRT fohehe T W 3TeH
T STelet T SNTEH T 3ceT &1 AT o

e Even so, the Central Information Commission (CIC)’s recent
decision to exclude the BCCI from the RTI Act is unlikely to go
uncontested because the body has also monopolised a national sport.

T o, iy JrarenT 3maer (S CanT SIS S HRENTS
Jrfefae & S8 T@et 1 giferdm 0T fortr galc & =fel Tgam, i
T TEAT 1 Teh TSI Wl TR THITARR TATAT Y @M g

e The BCCI benefits from national symbolism, police
deployment at matches, concessional land allotments, and State

hospitality; uses public stadium infrastructure; enjoys the regulatory privileges accruing to its
monopoly status; and negotiates with foreign boards in ways that sometimes overlap with

diplomacy.

drelrfiamg e gcherresshd, Fat 7 gierd ey, Rarrdy $1f& rdest qur Tsa nfaza &

T ISTAT & TTdoTieteh ESTSTH NTEIIAT T ST T & 31T ThITAhR T FEUfa & wred
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faraRT fawIfRIeRT &1 31ee T §; 3R fageh frahe Sist & arer 0 adiss & ardt starg sir
Fol-elt ity & o 33 371t 81

These liberties have thus sustained civil society concerns about being unable to scrutinise its
conflicts of interest and governance arrangements.

3oT [IAWITISRT & HRUT ATTRS AT H 38 fgdl & cahirg 3R Temafae saaeam3it fr sra
T UTeT T oI AT it §é gl
Under Section 2(h) of the RTI Act, the BCCI is not a constitutional or statutory body and was

not created by government notification, leaving the matter to turn on whether it can be said to
be under state control or financing.

IRERTS 1fafaTe i ary 2(8) & e dHdfizng o ar gdenfas ik 7 & danfaes grar g,
YT SHRT ITSeT AR ST SART LT Rl IAT AT, FHICT T T T@ ST & Th 41 58
TS & TAIF0T AT FAANYOT & 3T AT I T ¢

Following disputes in 2005 and 2013, the Supreme Court repeatedly said in 2015-16, when
the BCCI was adopting the Lodha committee recommendations, that it performs public
duties.

2005 31 2013 & faarel & 1g, 319 2015-16 # AidITS ganrT dter afdfa i {wiker e rs
ST 3T oY, O Hafew ~ARTeaT A IR-aR Fel {6 Ig TEAT Ardatfaes arfdcal &l fadgeT aar gl

The Law Commission furthered this position in 2018 because, it added, the BCCI also
serves as a National Sports Federation without the Sports Ministry recognising it as one
and received tax exemptions worth ¥2,100 crore in 1997-2007 alone, a figure the
Commission interpreted as foregone state revenue.

fafer amaer & 2018 ﬁgqﬁaﬁwaﬁaﬁwﬁga%ﬁﬁﬁ@aﬁmmw
YTed & Blt & Talole Ueh USEIT Wl HETHE o §Y H I Il § TAT 3/ Shdel 1997-2007 &
IR € €2,100 F & T T M 1o g, TS M =7 A2 o 19 91T Io1ed o & 3 @

Subsequently, former Information Commissioner Sridhar Acharyulu ruled the BCCI to be
a public authority under Section 2(h).

58 916 T4 YT ITIF ST RIS = URT 2(§) & AN SIS I Teh Aol leieh
gTfereRoT e foma|

The Madras High Court stayed the order, and the CIC has now reversed the ruling.
HETH o9 FA1Te o 3 306 9 U o1 &1, 3R 39 Wan$at & 39 Aoty &1 gere B &

The CIC has admitted that the BCCI exerts a significant influence on public life while insisting
that its decision is based on Section 2(h) alone.

Hhamsdr o TR o § o SRS adefes siaet W) AgcaquT T ST &, STateh 38T
g &Y g1 o 39T AU Shael URT 2(8) W 3IMTRI &1

There is a contradiction between writ jurisdiction applying to the BCCl — as the Court
affirmed in 2015 — even as the body is private enough to conceal its internal records.

Ig Teh TaRIUTSI § o Ueh 3R 2015 H #ararerd o NE3ms oX Re Sferenr o] glet 1 give
&, STafen gERT 3R TE TEAT Scfalt ¥olt Aol STl & o 319at 317 31farorat 1 aioeiar @
Th|

At this time, Section 2(h) should be amended to include any body discharging public duties,
especially with monopoly power, perhaps by creating a category that simultaneously protects
the BCCI’'s commercial interests.

TAHATT HHI H URT 2(8) F TN T 3TH 37 T U131 7 enfdrer fomar e anfew &
gt eriica fAaTrd &, faQdvew 3 foiaeh e vhiffeR e &, Totad: vat Soft g i
SAEMS F carga@es fedt 6 off & F

Courts must also treat tax exemptions as a form of state grant.

SIRATCrAT T X T T #1 AT JeTeleT & Ueh &Y & & H HF T el AT
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Should the NEET-UG be decentralised?

PARLEY

he cancellation and retest of the
National Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET-UG), 2026 has exposed deep
cracks in India’s examination system.

repeated lapses by the National Testing Agency
(NTA) has pushed lakhs of aspirants into
uncertainty, stress and emotional exhaustion.
‘This has led to many asking whether such a
high-stakes, single day, single shift, national
exam for admission to all medical courses in
India should be decentralised. Dr. G.R.
Ravindranath and Balaji Sampath discuss the
question in a conversation moderated by Bindu
Shajan Perappadan. Edited excerpts:

Since its inception in 2013, the NEET has

the answer then to decentralise the exam?

G.R. Ravindranath: NEET has reduced the
burden of multiple medical entrance exams and
lowered students’ financial, mental and physical
stress. Unlike Plus Two cut-off admissions, NEET
offers multiple attempts, giving students another
chance to improve. However, rural, poor and
government school students remain
disadvantaged due to unequal access to
coaching and resources. Measures such as
special reservations, fee support scholarships,
additional marks, and free coaching classes for
government school students can ensure
equitable opportunities. Tamil Nadu's 7.5%
reservation for government school students can
serve as a model for nationwide reforms to make
NEET fairer and more inclusive. States should be
allowed to conduct their own entrance exams
and admit students in order to ensure that
students from vulnerable socio-economic
sections are not put at a disadvantage.

Balaji Sampath: Single window exams such as
NEET have only increased the pressure on
students because it affords them only a single
chance ~ one time a year to get into various
medical courses across India.

Moreover, NEET is both an entrance and
eligibility test. Entrance for government seats
and eligibility for management seats in private
medical colleges. When the Supreme Court
made NEET compulsory, the private college
lobby pushed for keeping the qualifying marks
really low (at 50th percentile which is around
120 to 140 marks out of 720). So a student who
scores 130, qualifies NEET and is eligible to buy a
management seat. However, poor and middle

cancellation of the N

ee

The pressure surrounding medical education
is shaped by strong socio-economic and
cultural factors, making NEET a far more
high-stakes examination

DR.G.R. RAVINDRANATH

free to fix exorbitant fees for the remaining
seats, making medical education inaccessible to
many deserving students. Although
anti-capitation laws exist, enforcement remains
weak and requires urgent strengthening. The

BS: The NTA did not implement most of the
important recommendations of the

i i The Ce 'S
recommendations can be categorised into three
types: improving NTA's capacity, strengthening
security measures such as CCTV surveillance
and safer paper transport, and most
i reducing the high-stakes nature of
NEET itself. The third category is particularly
important, but nothing was done about it. The
most important recommendation was to
conduct NEET in two stages. The first stage, the
prelims, can select five lakh students out of the
22 lakhs and these five lakh students can then
write the main NEET exam which will be used
for medical college admission. This will

tage a protest t
(EET-UG, in New Delhi on May 14. SV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

class students who score 400 are unable to pay
and get these management seats. Given that
there are only 1.37 lakhs seats and 22 lakhs
students writing NEET, the cut-off should be
kept much higher. This will ensure that rich
students who score 130-350 do not pay and steal
the seats of those who get much higher scores.

Why is the NEET exam marred by repeated
allegations about paper leaks?

BS: To understand the vulnerability of the

exam, we have to understand the scale that the
paper targets. This pen-and-paper exam has 22
lakh students who compete for less than two
lakh seats across all medical courses. The
problem originates here and gets accentuated by
dropper students who have money power; they
are people who are ready to pay 330 lakh to get
a guess paper. One has to understand that this
corruption is driven by money power and
desperation. In its current form, NEET has
become an intensely high-stakes exam. Over half
the i a ters, some ing it
for years, deepening desperation and fuelling
paper leaks and corruption. Limiting attempts,
while offering extra chances and reservations for
disadvantaged students, could reduce pressure
and improve fairness. A two-stage inati

P-up and stray
conducted by private colleges and deemed
universities pave the way for malpractice and
eliminates merit based admissions. State
government-controlled and Union

reduce paper leaks. The second
major recommendation was to limit the number
of attempts. This will reduce the number of
repeaters who in their desperation are often
ready to pay large amounts for leaked papers. To

lled seats should be filled by
the respective government authorities. Private
institutions should not be allowed to admit
students directly.

Also, medical admissions cannot be
compared with engineering admissions, where
vacancies remain high due to unemployment
and declining demand. The pressure
surrounding medical education is shaped by
strong socio-economic and cultural factors,
making NEET a far more high-stakes exam.

States should be granted greater autonomy in
admissions through amendments to the National
Medical Commission Act. States willing to opt
out of NEET should be allowed to adopt systems
based on Plus Two marks, State-level entrance
tests, or a combination of both. Further reforms
are necessary to reduce excessive competition.
These include limiting the number of NEET
attempts, introducing age limits, and fixing
‘minimum eligibility marks at 60% in science
subjects in Class 12th examinations for open
quota and OBC students, and 50% for SC/ST
students applying for NEET.

At the same time, NEET should continue for
all-India quota seats, AIIMS, JIPMER, deemed

iversiti d

system, as recommended by the K.
Radhakrishnan Committee - set up by the
Central after i f

ane quota seats of
private medical colleges. For these seats,
admissions cannot be made on the basis of Plus
Tv

corruption in the NEET 2024 paper — could
reduce incentives for cheating by filtering
candidates through a preliminary qualifier
before a more tightly monitored final exam.

GRR: The lack of effective regulation over
private medical colleges and the fees of deemed

any exam
because, for these seats, students from all over
the country, as well as NRIs, overseas citizens of
India and foreign nationals can also apply.

After the 2024 NEET paper leak controversy,
the K. Radhakrishnan Committee identified
major security lapses, including poor CCTV

medical universities has si ly deepened
inequities in admissions. Under the National
Medical Commission Act, fee regulation applies
only to 50% of seats, while private coll are

contractual staff within the NTA. Why has

'quity, two more attempts can be
allowed for SC/ST and BPL (Below Poverty Line)
students. The NTA did not implement any of
these recommendations.

GRR: Among the several suggestions of the
Committee, one of the most important was a
computer based test which was never
implemented. Also, that coaching centres across
India should be registered, regulated and that
fees should be fixed. Our association opposed
demands to abolish NEET entirely, arguing that
doing so would revive multiple entrance exams.

With lakhs of students now forced to retake
NEET, many families have been pushed into
ial di Both

of you have been directly in touch with the
side, how do they view these
repeated large-scale disruptions?

GRR: Although the authorities have now
announced a NEET re-examination on June 21,
the initial cancellation created enormous
uncertainty and emotional distress among
students.

It has created widespread anger,
disappointment and a growing loss of
confidence in the impartiality and credibility of
national competitive examinations, leaving
students feeling uncertain about their future.
‘The Union government and the NTA should take
the responsibility for the question paper
leakage. In future such things should not recur.

Tolisten to the full interview
Scan the code or g0 to the link
wrowthehindu.com

FAT NEET-UG T [Qehed Y or T ST a1feu?

e The cancellation and retest of the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET-UG), 2026

C

has exposed deep cracks in India’s examination system.

TSR AT /e Tarer qatT (sfe-IafY), 2026 T Tediaor 3R Gadiat o SR & et Jomelr

&1 Ty WITAIT T 3R & AT |

o Allegations of paper leaks, corruption and repeated lapses by the National Testing Agency

(NTA) has pushed lakhs of aspirants into uncertainty, stress and emotional exhaustion.

TSR TR ToidY (Te) OX YT ofieh, $7seraR 3R aR-aR Y 978 Ffeat & R o ot

mﬁﬁmﬂ,mwmwﬁﬁaﬁﬁ@m%l

e This has led to many asking whether such a high-stakes, single day, single shift, national
exam for admission to all medical courses in India should be decentralised.

ST 3oieh Sll9TT i TE IR 38101 o Tt IR fohar § o IR & @i Raifehcar Troashat # yaor &

T AT 56 rcafties Agcaqul, Ten-feaea, Tehol UTel aTell ASERT TQET & fasheiehior
TRT ST TfRT T AT

o Dr. G.R. Ravindranath and Balaji Sampath discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Bindu Shajan Perappadan.
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3T, M3, Wgery 3R SraTeht Hue o 59 g W g et deuTee qany Farfod e &
[EELEZEGNEQY

e Edited excerpts:
HaTfe e 31

e Since its inception in 2013, the NEET has been marred by controversies.

2013 H YRH g & a1 A oAl Aarer & forr wr i

What was envisioned as a transparent and uniform entrance exam has instead become
synonymous with administrative lapses.

fore gt At Fede v araeft 3 T gaer we & w0 F Ay S off, 7 a7 venrwfas gD w1 ot
A TERI

Is the answer then to decentralise the exam?

FAT SHHT FATUTT TEHET FT FRAFEHToT 82

e G.R. Ravindranath: NEET has reduced the burden of multiple medical entrance exams and
lowered students’ financial, mental and physical stress.

SR, g e o 3 RAIfhcar gaer weTsif & Sist &I & forar § aor figanf@ar &
3T, AATRS 3R IR dara & gerr gl

e Unlike Plus Two cut-off admissions, NEET offers multiple attempts, giving students another
chance to improve.

Coll T ehe-3Ith TR Taer Uishar o faodie, siie faeniat s sg JArHt & 3ra@R JereT e
¢, Torad 3¢ GUR 1 Teh 3R AT Al g1

e However, rural, poor and government school students remain disadvantaged due to unequal
access to coaching and resources.

geirTeh, JTAOT, T 3R THRY forererat & facamt AT o Farest d% 3T 9ga &
HROT 37 7Y afa Rafa A g

e Measures such as special reservations, fee support scholarships, additional marks, and free
coaching classes for government school students can ensure equitable opportunities.

TR 3TRETOT, [esh AT BIEGH, TR 3ok TUT THRT [ererdt & faezndat & fow
179 ek hITIeT ST SHAEUTE HATT HTHT G Terel Y Fehell &

¢ Tamil Nadu’s 7.5% reservation for government school students can serve as a model for
nationwide reforms to make NEET fairer and more inclusive.

TR faeaTerat & faenieat & forw affertrg T 7.5% 3MREToT #iie 1 TR =aradard 3R
AT TeATed & ISET T 6 GURT T FHISel sl FehelT |

e States should be allowed to conduct their own entrance exams and admit students in order to
ensure that students from vulnerable socio-economic sections are not put at a disadvantage.

TS T AT T T T TRET 3TN e 3R Tt hr gder &= hr 3regafa &1 e
W,aﬁm@mﬁmmﬁwﬁwaﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬁaﬁwam@l

e Balaji Sampath: Single window exams such as NEET have only increased the pressure on
students because it affords them only a single chance — one time a year to get into various
medical courses across India.

FTeTSit WU +H1e S TeheT FAM U arell get3it = fezmiat ¥ gara sern § #ifs 7
3¢ shalel Teh HTER YTl il § — I AR # TafPet Ffehear arazshall & yaer s v ay &
Hhdel Ueh aR|

e Moreover, NEET is both an entrance and eligibility test.

g TTaRed, #le Teh YT TAT Ir3ar YT St g

e Entrance for government seats and eligibility for management seats in private medical
colleges.
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g THR Hieh & forw waer odier 2 s Rfecar serfaezrert $r vatre diet & fore amar
T Bl

When the Supreme Court made NEET compulsory, the private college lobby pushed for
keeping the qualifying marks really low (at 50th percentile which is around 120 to 140 marks
out of 720).

ST Wafed FTATerd A e Y A S, a el Fgriaerert % @og A Sl B SET
FH @A F AT a1 37T (5087 IRACTSeT, ST 720 3 I’ 120 F 140 3 & SRR &)

So a student who scores 130, qualifies NEET and is eligible to buy a management seat.

3 UHR, 130 37 UTod e aTell faeardf sfie 3ot & gerere die @t & 19 81 AT g

However, poor and middle class students who score 400 are unable to pay and get these
management seats.

gTellieh, 400 37eh TToeT et dlel IS IR HeAHaINT Taeamdt go7 Jeieret HIeh 1 Qeleh a6l Aar
FT U |

Given that there are only 1.37 lakh seats and 22 lakh students writing NEET, the cut-off
should be kept much higher.

uﬁé@ﬁg@ﬁsmlmwmﬁ%‘aﬂrzzmﬁqmﬁmqﬁmaﬁﬁ Fe-31T i 37AF
3T @M ST AT |

This will ensure that rich students who score 130-350 do not pay and steal the seats of those
who get much higher scores.

S8 IE Gl G foh 130-350 37eh UTecl ded dTel Whoof fAeATAT &1eT & o7 IX 37 faeznfat
I HIE & of Feh Si 314 gl T 3eh IIed o |

Why is the NEET exam marred by repeated allegations about paper leaks?

AT T IR-IR TeA9T e & 3T ¥ F47 By e 37

BS: To understand the vulnerability of the exam, we have to understand the scale that the
paper targets.

ow: gET S FaTMeldT T HHST & ToIT §3 39 TR I THSTAT B9 [ Tg T2AYIT oAfard

EXGIES
This pen-and-paper exam has 22 lakh students who compete for less than two lakh seats
across all medical courses.

3 91-US-9u) gdtet 7 22 o fagardt qeft Rfercar araasmaAT i & o & w3 #el & fav
gfaeaat e £

The problem originates here and gets accentuated by dropper students who have money
power; they are people who are ready to pay ¥30 lakh to get a guess paper.

HHAEAT TET A 39T gId & 3R 36 &7 & FaTH 3 ATt & HRoT 3R a6 Sedr e, 3 0
ST & ST ST T TTecl et & ToIT 30 ARG Teh ot T IR @l £

One has to understand that this corruption is driven by money power and desperation.
g GHSTT ITG2TH § T TE SR aferer 3R TR1em A IR B

In its current form, NEET has become an intensely high-stakes exam.

379 TAHAT TIEY F afie g e Hgeaqo 3R Garaqot alreT o= T ¢

Over half the candidates are repeaters, some attempting it for years, deepening desperation
and fuelling paper leaks and corruption.

3 A 37T 373t goT: GETT St aTel gt 8, Tt oy g et & 9| e T8 8, Forerdy foarem
FodT § 3R 9T olieh AT AR SordT AT 8

Limiting attempts, while offering extra chances and reservations for disadvantaged students,
could reduce pressure and improve fairness.
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T Y HEAT MAT HYA §U IR ezmiiat o 3ifaRerd 3reraw AR 3RET0T yar =T gara
Fa T Fehell § T FoTST&TAT 3 GUR ol FhelT

A two-stage examination system, as recommended by the K. Radhakrishnan Committee
— set up by the Central government after allegations of corruption in the NEET 2024 paper —
could reduce incentives for cheating by filtering candidates through a preliminary qualifier
before a more tightly monitored final exam.

ar-Fer g gdeTT yorrel), SHaT foh &, engpsore AT 3 gora fear a1 — fod g WeaR o dfie
2024 Y19 H SR o 3TRIGT o 16 IS foham AT — RIS ar=ralr et & AregH 4§
33T T Bleah 31T el AR aTell T Qe & Tgel wlehel T YR T haf T Fehell
J

GRR: The lack of effective regulation over private medical colleges and the fees of deemed
medical universities has significantly deepened inequities in admissions.

SR T FRfrcar Ferfacarert 3R Ses Rfsrcar faeafacareadt i $ra o werdr
AT & 31919 oF Taer Ufhar 7 3THATAATII T H1hT dar feaT 8|

Under the National Medical Commission Act, fee regulation applies only to 50% of seats,
while private colleges are free to fix exorbitant fees for the remaining seats, making medical
education inaccessible to many deserving students.

T Rrferca smater srftfas & i e fafagae haer 500 det W @y giar 8, siafe
GEIERICCRICD] awmﬁa%ﬁvm%%wﬁa‘rﬁawd & fov Taa7 g, oaa Rfecar
FRIET 31¥eh Ao faenfaat i aga & sTeT & e |l

Although anti-capitation laws exist, enforcement remains weak and requires urgent
strengthening.

e HhieereT o TaRTel el Hisle &, 3eTehl Facial 378 8 oI ¢ 3R 58 cTeehiel oo
Y I ITAIHAT R |

The mop-up counselling and stray counselling conducted by private colleges and deemed
universities pave the way for malpractice and eliminates merit based admissions.

sl #gifacarerl 3R Sivs favafacarerl garT 3mafad Arg-319 w3afer qur & sEafer
sifrafAaanit s AT sered et § 3R Aegdr smenRa yaer afhar i wHAed H G E

State government-controlled and Union government-controlled seats should be filled by the
respective government authorities.

T TWHR 3R g THR EaRT A3 et T T fId THRT TSI GaRT T ST a1fg ]
Private institutions should not be allowed to admit students directly.

forsf FeaTett T ek faeafet &t sarer &ot &1 317t 761 &1 St =R

Also, medical admissions cannot be compared with engineering admissions, where vacancies
remain high due to unemployment and declining demand.

g8 3TfaRerd, FIfhcaT a2t & Jorelr SMferaRaT Jail & 6T T SIT Fehcll, STET SRISTARY X
gedT #ART & HRUT 937 T&IAT H Aie RFd EdT &1

The pressure surrounding medical education is shaped by strong socio-economic and cultural
factors, making NEET a far more high-stakes exam.

TRrfpeaT RIETT & T P GaTa AT HIATSIH-3TI AR HEpToeh R & T gl &,
ot e Tl 317 FgcaeT RIaT 9 ST B

States should be granted greater autonomy in admissions through amendments to the
National Medical Commission Act.

s RfFcar smatr siffaga & gutesT w3 T3t o gaer gfshar # 31f8e Farddr el $r
STy TnfRu|

States willing to opt out of NEET should be allowed to adopt systems based on Plus Two
marks, State-level entrance tests, or a combination of both.
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ST T ST § TER QT AR §, 358 Told T 3T, To T T qiam3it A gt & Haere
3TETRA JOTTelr 39T T 3eTAfe &1 e =g

e Further reforms are necessary to reduce excessive competition.

3rcaftish yfaeasl &1 o e & foT 3R guRr e ¢

e These include limiting the number of NEET attempts, introducing age limits, and fixing
minimum eligibility marks at 60% in science subjects in Class 12th examinations for open
quota and OBC students, and 50% for SC/ST students applying for NEET.

GoT# ol JATET ohT HEAT A AT, 3G FAT Sf19] AT, TAT 3N hler 3R et Frenf
& fore wam 124t & farawmer fawat & 60% 3, T vwdl/wad) gt & faw 50% 3@ =ge1aq

qrFaT & ®9 F fAuTRa s anfde &

e At the same time, NEET should continue for all-India quota seats, AlIMS, JIPMER, deemed
universities, and management quota seats of private medical colleges.

AgfaeITerT T gaere hier Wel & o i Jiy W@ anfgu|

e [or these seats, admissions cannot be made on the basis of Plus Two marks or any State
government exam because, for these seats, students from all over the country, as well as
NRIs, overseas citizens of India and foreign nationals can also apply.

o1 Tiet o T G2 shalol Toldl T el AT Tohdll Tod TR hl TRIETT o TR 9 AEH feham ST
e, FiTeh 3T Tl & forw g &er & et & ar-ary varsmans, sRd & fadeh A
g el AT off 3mdesT I T &

After the 2024 NEET paper leak controversy, the K. Radhakrishnan Committee identified major
security lapses, including poor CCTV monitoring and excessive reliance on contractual staff
within the NTA.

2024 #fte yeaAud o fare & are, . Turpsora SR J yore e @A) fr ggar H, o
FHAR WA foarrett 3 vardie & sitaw w@fder Faiar w sreaftes fasivar anfarer o

Why has the government not fully implemented the Committee’s recommendations?

TEHR  wfafea F Rehed # qof w0 & awg 73t 73t fram

e BS: The NTA did not implement most of the important recommendations of the
Radhakrishnan Committee.

diew: Terde o quTgoTe WAT Y TR Fgcaqot fAwhielt Y orey A& fnar
¢ The Committee’s recommendations can be categorised into three types: improving NTA’s

capacity, strengthening security measures such as CCTV surveillance and safer paper
transport, and most importantly, reducing the high-stakes nature of NEET itself.

TfAfe & AW &t et ATorat & faenfSie foham ST aehdl &: TAENT T &7d7aT & U,
TS FATRTA 3R FRI&TT TR IR SIE GRAT SUTAT T FSAG BT, TUT T
FEcaqul, ¥ e I ATt garaqot gefa St HH HL|

e The third category is particularly important, but nothing was done about it.
AT Aol [T & & Ageaqot oY, wifehet $H T IS HRIATE! 761 1 TS|

e The most important recommendation was to conduct NEET in two stages.
T AgcaqoT FAWIREr siie T &l ROl # fSie et 1 |

e The first stage, the prelims, can select five lakh students out of the 22 lakhs and these five
lakh students can then write the main NEET exam which will be used for medical college
admission.

Tgel TROT, AT TRTHS T0aT, 22 a1 faganfdia & ¥ uia o Rz @t &1 a9+ ax dhar ¢
3R 3 g o faeamdt #Eg wie alieT & fFATId g Jend &, foraent 3uair fRafehcar
Agifacarerdt A yaer & faw forar sreem|
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e This will dramatically reduce paper leaks.
Y YAUT olleh hl TTAT3HT H Iool@eiId el T

e The second major recommendation was to limit the number of attempts.
e g TR St hr e WA wi S o

e This will reduce the number of repeaters who in their desperation are often ready to pay large
amounts for leaked papers.

SEY YoT: GUETT & aTel TaeaTiyat T dear s gref, Sit forrem # 3rera Sfieh gl o fow &St
ETRTTRY Cof T IR TEdt &1

e To ensure equity, two more attempts can be allowed for SC/ST and BPL (Below Poverty
Line) students.

AT AT et & o weredt/wady g dfidieer (et Y@ @ i) 9o & et wrar
tfaRerd v T 51 wehat £

e The NTA did not implement any of these recommendations.
TALT & goTdl & ey of TehTiRer shy oy 78T |

¢ GRR: Among the several suggestions of the Committee, one of the most important was a
computer based test which was never implemented.

SN FAT & 31e1eh GATaT H F Teh 3T Hca YT G HTYE IR Tr&T 7 2,

TS et oy =Tet fomar I |
e Also, that coaching centres across India should be registered, regulated and that fees should
be fixed.
g8 Jfafterd, QX 9RA & HIfier hal 1 doientor 3R fafFgwe fram ST =fge qur 3adh bra
TR ST ST arfge|
GS Paper I11: Economy 22 May 2026
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22M | Should the rupee be left to depreciate?
FIT T F JIAfead g & faw s R ser @rfye?

22M | RBI revived intervention strategy to arrest rupee fall, say bankers

F9Y F e e & AT RBI A 6T 319 gTdaq Ivr=ifay, At &1 grar
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EXPLAINER

Rahul Menon

ontinuous days of sustained
losses has seen the rupee close
at almost 97 to the dollar, with

no indication that the slide has
been arrested. Rising oil prices and the
threat of external inflation will put further
pressure on the rupee in the days to
come. This has prompted calls for
intervention to prevent further falls.

Some writers, like Harvard professor
Gita Gopinath, have resisted calls for
intervention by the RBI, advocating for
letting the rupee find its own level. A
weaker rupee would automatically curtail
imports and boost exports. Intervention
would only obstruct the free flow of
market forces.

While intervention does have its
challenges, there is danger in letting the
process of depreciation continue
unabated, especially when much of it is
being driven by speculative finance. With
foreign interest rates bound to rise,
capital will flow out faster, leading to
stronger negative pressures on the rupee.
In such a scenario, it might take
inordinately long for the rupee to ‘find its
level’, and the inflationary dangers of a
weak rupee will exert even more stresses
on a populace already exposed to
hardship as a result of worldwide spikes
in energy prices.

Can intervention deepen volatility?

A current account deficit implies more
imports than exports, and hence a greater
need for foreign currency. If this is
adequately met by foreign capital inflow
to purchase assets like stocks, the rupee’s
value relative to the dollar will not
change.

If the economy experiences a deficit
without sufficient inflow of foreign
capital, it faces a problem, with demand
for foreign exchange exceeding available
supply. Mainstream models dictate that in
such a situation, the rupee must
depreciate. The weaker rupee makes

GETTY IMAGES

exports more affordable and imports
more expensive, leading to an automatic
adjustment of the current account deficit
relative to the available inflow of foreign
capital.

In such a scenario, intervening to
artificially prop up the value of the rupee
only delays the inevitable. It inhibits
adjustment by ensuring import demand
does not fall, because the rupee has not
depreciated enough to naturally shut off
higher import demand, the cause of the
widening deficit in the first place.

What is the difference between a
weak rupee and a falling rupee?
Arguments for non-intervention,
however, conflate a falling rupee with a
weak rupee. A fall in the rupee value
would not automatically increase export
demand if the market expects a further
fall. Exports might be higher when the
rupee is weak, but may not rise when the
rupee is falling if foreign buyers expect
the price to fall even further and for
goods to become cheaper at a later date.
At the same time, if the economy
imports essential goods like oil, demand
may not automatically reduce sufficiently

as the rupee falls. If people expect the
rupee to fall further, and for the prices to
rise even more tomorrow, they may
front-load purchases today and increase
import demand in the short run. This can
be seen in the rush to buy petrol when
prices were raised, as consumers
expected further increases in the future.
A falling rupee would see higher
import values, but no necessary increase
in exports, ensuring that the deficit is not
curtailed. The very problem that required
a depreciation might just perpetuate
itself. One might argue that exports would
pick up and imports reduce when the
process eventually works itself out. But
the adjustment process is rarely painless.
Rising import values of essential goods
will lead to rising inflation in the domestic
economy that has already experienced
reverse migration and real wage squeezes.

‘What is the role of capital flows?

For the sake of argument, one can posit
an equilibrium value of the rupee driven
by fundamental values, such as export
and import demands that exhibits
uniform and predictable behaviour as the
rupee changes value. The process may be

long, but the economy might eventually
settle at this value, driven by fundamental
changes in the current account. However,
this assumption neglects the role of
speculative foreign capital.

Much of the fall in the rupee has been
driven by speculative outflows of foreign
institutional investment that, for whatever
reason, does not see Indian assets as
being sufficiently remunerative. Perhaps
investors think returns on Indian stocks
will not be high in the future, that growth
is not sustainable, or that interest rates
will rise in developed country markets.
Whatever the reason, these speculative
expectations of foreign investors can lead
to capital outflow and depreciation,
necessitating current account

es, the rupee has closed at nearly ¥97 to the dollar: while some advocate letting it find its own level, there is a risk in allowing
ked, especially as rising import costs of essential goods could fuel inflation

THE GIST

v

If the economy experiences a
current account deficit without
sufficient inflow of foreign
capital, it faces a problem, witt
demand for foreign exchange
exceeding available supply.

v

Much of the rupee’s decline ha
been driven by speculative
outflows of foreign institutiona
investment. These speculative
expectations can lead to
capital outflow and

based on the i of
foreign investors.

In such a situation, the ‘actual’ value of
the rupee is determined not by
consumption demand but by speculation.
There are no fundamentals or technical
values underpinning the pure speculation
of financial markets. With indications that
foreign Central Banks may soon raise
interest rates, the rupee could come
under further pressure.

Intervention is one amongst many
policies that must be considered, and one
that even developed economies have
resorted to. As the yen slid against the
dollar in April this year, Japanese Finance
Minister Satsuki Katayama signalled that
the government would take ‘decisive
action’ in financial markets to maintain
the yen.

Intervention to stem speculative capital
flows is extremely hard to manage, and
can lead to negative outcomes if the force
of speculation is too great, or if
governments do not - or cannot - show
enough commitment in markets.
However, we must not assume that the
rupee can find an equilibrium value soon,
for its fall is being driven by speculation
rather than any fundamental economic
behaviour. It is time to have a serious
conversation regarding the role and place
of foreign capital in India’s growth story.
(Rahul Menon is associate professor at O.P.
Jindal Global University.)

current account adjustments
driven by market sentiment.

22M. Should the rupee be left to depreciate?
T TIA HI HaAfedd 81 & AT B3 7 Sirer =nfge?

e Following days of sustained losses, the rupee has closed at nearly ¥97 to the dollar; while
some advocate letting it and its own level, there is a risk in allowing depreciation to continue
unchecked, especially as rising import costs of essential goods could fuel inflation.

TR &8 &zl A FARTe & sTe; S erersier 97 $u 9fer SfeR o &X W g 31T &; IeI T T
ST S 3 TSI TR coh TG ol T FehTeict L &, %mﬁyﬁaﬁawﬁ
mwmmﬁm% %@Waaaamwawaﬁaﬁraﬁmm
HEEHITS T SErar & Fhell &

e Continuous days of sustained losses has seen the rupee close at almost ¥97 to the dollar,
with no indication that the slide has been arrested.

SR g f&atT T FRTaE & HROT ST 1977 297 FfY STk o i G311 &, 3R 50 FoRrae &
Tehel T IS Hehdl o1 WS & TET B

e Rising oil prices and the threat of external inflation will put further pressure on the rupee in the
days to come.

ool det HIHA 3R STE FErEhITer T T 37Te arel it 3 $9 oR 3R 378 gra srolem|
e This has prompted calls for intervention to prevent further falls.

=g feufa a 3m 6 RTae F At & foIw gTdeTT i 79T 1 Siea fear B

e Some writers, like Harvard professor Gita Gopinath, have resisted calls for intervention by
the RBI, advocating for letting the rupee find its own level.

@ﬁm,mmémmmm,ﬁmmmmmﬁmwmmgu
mﬁmﬁwa?mqgaﬁaﬁwmﬂﬁm%l

e A weaker rupee would automatically curtail imports and boost exports.

FHAAR TIIT TS T T 3ATT Y e HIIT 3R 37T 1 Serar 29m|
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e Intervention would only obstruct the free flow of market forces.
EEIAT hd ol SToTR ATFAAT o TAAT TATg H STUT o] M|

¢ While intervention does have its challenges, there is danger in letting the process of
depreciation continue unabated, especially when much of it is being driven by speculative
finance.

e AT gEaTd hr 3= AT &, T ol Jraegeet S Gfsha &l faT Aeh-cteh STRY WEa el
G g Gohd &, TAAYH dd ST 30T 937 fREaT HeeleAs T garT AR &l

e With foreign interest rates bound to rise, capital will flow out faster, leading to stronger
negative pressures on the rupee.

facel saret X 7 gefer & ary goi 1 afgeest aer ghem, fowd T93 a3 3R 31 FhricHs
CEICICER

¢ |n such a scenario, it might take inordinately long for the rupee to ‘find its level’, and the
inflationary dangers of a weak rupee will exert even more stresses on a populace already
exposed to hardship as a result of worldwide spikes in energy prices.

T T & 39 T 3T T AT TR I el H eI ek THI 9T Aol §, IR FASR
9L A 3ol HETEHITCT T W 3oT eliall 9 3R 31Tk GaTd STell St ggel & & aRaeh Foit
HIHCT F GGe o HROUT HSTSAT T HIHAT X T & |

Can intervention deepen volatility?

FYT gAY HTEAIAT Y T&T AHATR?

e A current account deficit implies more imports than exports, and hence a greater need for
foreign currency.

el W I °1eT g SATT & foh 3T 32T & 318 §, 31K gafere facelt ager & smaezshar sit
IR gl &1

o Ifthis is adequately met by foreign capital inflow to purchase assets like stocks, the rupee’s
value relative to the dollar will not change.

ITE S TRl Y I ST TREUTIGT hr Tle o forw fae=h ol yarg gary a2ied &9 &
T Y f&T ST, AT ST o HeIl T T Hed 8] el |

o Ifthe economy experiences a deficit without sufficient inflow of foreign capital, it faces a
problem, with demand for foreign exchange exceeding available supply.

I srdegawar fach dsh & qaied yatg & f3a e o @ el 8, ar faeel ayar v #f
3YeTsEr ATt & 3778k gY ST § 3N FHAEAT 3ot glehl o

¢ Mainstream models dictate that in such a situation, the rupee must depreciate.
HCIURT o 3N Alser Tard & fob Ty Rl & Fu 7 raeqea=T gl =g |

o The weaker rupee makes exports more affordable and imports more expensive, leading to an
automatic adjustment of the current account deficit relative to the available inflow of foreign
capital.

AR T fiTeT Y 3Tereh FEAT 3R AT T 31T HEI TATT &, TTTd 3uersts fadelr gt
YATE % IHTEY TTef Wi o T T FaaTfold AT g 1

e In such a scenario, intervening to artificially prop up the value of the rupee only delays the

inevitable.
T YT & 1A &7 & 30 & Hod Sl FA1U Tl & ToIT GEARTT ST shael HIRERT &ty &t
T g

e |t inhibits adjustment by ensuring import demand does not fall, because the rupee has not
depreciated enough to naturally shut off higher import demand, the cause of the widening
deficit in the first place.

TG THTANSIST el FTshdT T ST AT & FTieh 3T ol HIGT &he gl Blcil, TLieh ST STl
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A T G3 G foh Tl AT AT P TATIAR T H P PR T, ST HeAd: gl €1E
&I HROT G|

What is the difference between a weak rupee and a falling rupee?

FHAN 73 AR PR g oo & Fam Faw §2

Arguments for non-intervention, however, conflate a falling rupee with a weak rupee.
REUCH m-mm%qﬁﬁmmﬁﬁﬁgtf T 3 FHH TIY FF Teh AT AT oid &

A fall in the rupee value would not automatically increase export demand if the market
expects a further fall.

IfE SIS &1 &0 7 3R FRrae & 3meient g1, a9 & Hed H e Faa: Haia A =18
JeraafT|

Exports might be higher when the rupee is weak, but may not rise when the rupee is falling if
foreign buyers expect the price to fall even further and for goods to become cheaper at a later
date.

TUAT FHAN gl W AT 96 Fohar g, et afe fadelh @liert @1 Hradh & ik Age &
3FHIE Y AT TEV TS A 3R FEA gy B Fraer g, Y R g eud oy Reafar & vzl
EREED

At the same time, if the economy imports essential goods like oil, demand may not
automatically reduce sufficiently as the rupee falls.

| Y, Afe; IrcaaET e S HTaRTeh TEI3HT T AT HIA &, ol 39 o faay ox sfr #Avor
Fad: gAied §9 & & 481 gl

If people expect the rupee to fall further, and for the prices to rise even more tomorrow, they
may front-load purchases today and increase import demand in the short run.

gfe Tt it g 3EAe & fop Tuar 3R e gar firead afosg 7 stk s¢af, ara 3ns € 3=
TSR Y Tord & 31N 3c9ehral & 31T AT 96 TohaT gl

This can be seen in the rush to buy petrol when prices were raised, as consumers expected
further increases in the future.

Ig Feufa 9gier 1 HIAT g T TAGRY FI 815 H Sdr o1 Favell &, Fifh 3ueerdsi st #fasy
¥ 3R 31ftres e gefer v meie g &1

A falling rupee would see higher import values, but no necessary increase in exports,
ensuring that the deficit is not curtailed.

TR G ST 3 RO AT e a2, Akt et 4 e w9 & gafer 78t avef, fore amer
o el g1 |

The very problem that required a depreciation might just perpetuate itself.

ST T 3 HROT HAHeTT TGRS 3T AT, T THEAT TG T SRR Tl I Hehel! ¢ |

One might argue that exports would pick up and imports reduce when the process eventually
works itself out.

IS Tg e & TehelT § Toh 3clcl: FTohaT & HTold gl R To1aTey 931 3R 3T et |
But the adjustment process is rarely painless.

AfeheT TATIISTA ST UThaT QTG & H3T TIAT HidaTs & gt &

Rising import values of essential goods will lead to rising inflation in the domestic economy
that has already experienced reverse migration and real wage squeezes.

3T TE3T o 3T FHod H Gt ole] Tegaeyr & e Forest, sit ager & & faalia
el 3R arEciaeh Hatell # e T HeTsTa T Tl ¢ |

What is the role of capital flows?

Uit waTg i T AT 2
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For the sake of argument, one can posit an equilibrium value of the rupee driven by
fundamental values, such as export and import demands that exhibits uniform and predictable
behaviour as the rupee changes value.

% T e § IE AT ST Fehell & o T T Teh FIfoldd Hed BIalT &, St foraTed 3R 3rmarey &
AT S HAHT HRehT a1 TR BT & TUT 39 o Hed H IRaceT & FI FAGT AR
QaTTHTT AT SATGR e fIet Fell 51

The process may be long, but the economy might eventually settle at this value, driven by
fundamental changes in the current account.

g ThaT ofell g1 el &, olfehat 37cTcl: TTe] Wl # glet dTel HTsd TRaclall o hROT Ieqae T
38 Hfod 7ed W R g g B

However, this assumption neglects the role of speculative foreign capital.
gTellfeh, Ig Al HeeTerd fagel goft it sfHAeT Hr 398 FHeh &1

Much of the fall in the rupee has been driven by speculative outflows of foreign institutional
investment that, for whatever reason, does not see Indian assets as being sufficiently
remunerative.

mﬁmMrmmﬁmmﬂ*Wm%wgﬁwmm
FROT H ARG TREATRIIT &Y T TSI FeT ATdT|

Perhaps investors think returns on Indian stocks will not be high in the future, that growth is
not sustainable, or that interest rates will rise in developed country markets.

FHad: fAaerent & oerar ¢ o #fasT 7 sRAT RRE ) afawer 31 w7g g, faem fers
TG g, 37YaT faefAd ¢l & SIeIRT & s3TeT &% 963
Whatever the reason, these speculative expectations of foreign investors can lead to capital

outflow and depreciation, necessitating current account adjustments based on the sentiments
of foreign investors.

HROT ATE it ¢ 8, el fraerent & & Aeercre 3rdamd ol afgeiaet iR srareds 1 Ser g
Tehcll 8, Torad fagel fyaerent & $Ta=A1311 & TR OR ATe] W H HATANSTT HTT2TH g1 ST 8|

In such a situation, the ‘actual’ value of the rupee is determined not by consumption demand
but by speculation.

U AT & S92 7 aredfas Hed 39T AT § 761, dfew Feearen ¥ fAuiRa garg|

There are no fundamentals or technical values underpinning the pure speculation of financial
markets.

T STSTRT T ety TSl & e IS HA AT cdTehotiehl Hed el gict |
With indications that foreign Central Banks may soon raise interest rates, the rupee could
come under further pressure.

g Tohd AT ¢ ¢ foh Tl &l d ofrer & sarer &Y a1 a1 €, s 303 i 3R arfes

919 IS ehdT gl

Intervention is one amongst many policies that must be considered, and one that even
developed economies have resorted to.

EEAETT 3 3eieh AT H T Ueh ¢ ol W R forar s wnfgw, 31k o o Aifa § Saer
TR fasfaa rdcaaeansit o off form B

As the yen slid against the dollar in April this year, Japanese Finance Minister Satsuki
Katayama signalled that the government would take ‘decisive action’ in financial markets to
maintain the yen.

ST §0 ¥ 3rd4el 7 AT ST & HPTTeT FASIR G3T, T ST H1 Fres F3ft ATeqeht Ferara =1
Thd AT i TR AT Y 2R a0 Tt & fow faeh sreRt & fRoiaes sRars’ Fief

Intervention to stem speculative capital flows is extremely hard to manage, and can lead to
negative outcomes if the force of speculation is too great, or if governments do not — or
cannot — show enough commitment in markets.

HECTcHS Uil TaTg i Uehel & TeTT GETENT T TaItreT icdc hide giell &, 3R Ife Heearsi
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fFd 3rcafee g A1 TP TIRT 7 AT gfdeeyrdr o fe@r @ — a7 o fig@r ard — ar sae
FARRIcHS TRUTH & Thcl &1

However, we must not assume that the rupee can find an equilibrium value soon, for its fall is
being driven by speculation rather than any fundamental economic behaviour.

BTITTR, §oY UG AT a1 Torett AT 36 Foram 2fver & T ford Howr e & e, F=iif sahr
foae el Fersa 3 cuaer & o wecamsh & aRkd gl

It is time to have a serious conversation regarding the role and place of foreign capital in
India’s growth story.

379 FHT T I E o TR T Tarehrey amam & el i ahr egfrenT 3R Turey o a7efix ==l &t
Se|

RBI revived intervention strategy
to arrest rupee fall, say bankers

Reuters
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) reverted to its fami-
liar intervention strategy
on Thursday, deploying
heavy dollar sales via state-
run banks before market
open to halt a persistent
slide in the rupee after a
string of all-time lows,
bankers said.

The rupee surged on the

interbank order matching
system to near 96 against
the U.S. dollar following
heavy intervention, with
the currency rallying by
about 70 paise within mi-
nutes. It opened at 96.30
in the onshore spot mar-
ket, up 0.5% on the day.
The central bank’s pre-
open intervention mir-
rored past episodes where
it has acted aggressively to
break a negative feedback

loop of persistent depre-
ciation and mounting pres-
sure on the rupee.

The currency fell to
within a whisker of 97 on
Wednesday. The RBI last
deployed this strategy in
March and has, at times,
intervened heavily either
before market open or
shortly after. The rupee re-
bounded 50 paise to settle
at 96.36 against the U.S.
dollar on Thursday

22M. RBI revived intervention strategy to arrest rupee fall, say bankers

T # frae et F AT RBI A BT 39ATE T oA, Sl 7 grar

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) reverted to its familiar intervention strategy on Thursday,
deploying heavy dollar sales via state-run banks before the market open to halt a
persistent slide in the rupee after a string of all-time lows, bankers said.

#Rer Rerd dFF (RBI) & I1%aR 1 379+ AR gEcaid 0T T R 3197141 3iR STeiR
Golel § Tgol TN bl o ATETH J 3R AT A STeR Y fshr Y, ATfh e Repré el &
Wﬁ?@@ﬁﬁ?ﬁtﬁﬂﬂmw,ﬁwéﬁﬁml

The rupee surged on the interbank order matching system to near 96 against the U.S. dollar
following heavy intervention, with the currency rallying by about 70 paise within minutes.

$TRY EAENT & ST 3R JTET AT JoTTely & $9AT AR STeR & FHRTaTel SAITHT 96 & T
ook HT &1 91T, 3R Fo & TAeTet 7 HaT oarsyar 70 44 35l TS|

It opened at 96.30 in the onshore spot market, up 0.5% on the day.

3TN FTe Ache & Ig 96.30 W e, S feeTer ¥ 0.5% T FecT T

The central bank’s pre-open intervention mirrored past episodes where it has acted
aggressively to break a negative feedback loop of persistent depreciation and mounting
pressure on the rupee.
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HAIT Sk T ATTR-T FEARTT 3oT I TSI SIAT AT, ST 3HA T9Y F ofeNaIR Frae 3R deat

GaTd & sAhRIcHeh dsh il IS oh folT JTehTHS HGH 36T U |
e The currency fell to within a whisker of 97 on Wednesday.

AR T FGT ST 97 & T T TgT 1 2|
e The RBI last deployed this strategy in March and has, at times, intervened heavily either

before market open or shortly after.

RBI & 3MTERY SR AR 7 8 0T 7 3T foham AT 3R S 9 aTeIR Yol & Tl I7 il

J1g AT gEdeT [har gl
e The rupee rebounded 50 paise to settle at 96.36 against the U.S. dollar on Thursday.

TR T FIAT 50 U FT BT HARHY STer o HebToel 96.36 I 5 §3T|
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gaTdT Hhe: HRT-3THIFT FR{IER aFdea Tl
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fATAY o TR ersd 3k sitfesw F i daer ) Tose R
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AT T STT-THYT UITel! F& F1F HTedt 872

Ebola crisis: India-Africa summit postponed

Decision taken after consultations regarding ‘the
emerging public health situation on the continent’

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

he Ebola public
Theallh emergency
in Africa cast its

shadow on India’s diplo-
matic calendar on Thurs-
day, with the Ministry of
External Affairs and the
African Union announcing
the postponement of the
India-Africa Forum Sum-
mit-IV that was scheduled
to take place here on May
28to31.

In a joint statement, the
MEA and the AU hinted at
the Ebola crisis, saying that
the decision was taken in
view of the “evolving
health situation in parts of
Africa”. The last such sum-
mit was held over a decade
ago, and had also been
postponed by a year due to
an Ebola outbreak.

Consultations were held
between the Indian go-

vernment and the Chair-
person of the African Un-
ion and the African Union
Commission regarding the
“emerging public health
situation on the conti-
nent”, the MEA and the AU
said in their statement.

“Following these con-
sultations, the two sides
agreed that it would be ad-
visable to convene the
Fourth India-Africa Forum
Summit at a later date,”
they added.

There were several oth-
er Africa-related events to
be hosted by the Indian
Council of World Affairs
and the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations that
have been cancelled,
though some African dele-
gates have arrived in New
Delhi.

New dates for the Sum-
mit and its associated
meetings “will be finalised
through mutual consulta-

New dates for summit, its associated meetings
will be communicated in due course, says MEA

Health concern: India has pledged to help governments of African
nations to deal with the Ebola crisis. AP

tions and communicated
in due course,” the MEA
said. The cancellation of
the summit is being viewed
as a setback to India-Africa
ties, though officials insist-
ed that the decision was ta-
ken in the best interest of
all stakeholders.

India expressed “soli-
darity with the peoples
and Governments of Afri-
ca” and pledged to help
them in dealing with the
crisis with an “Africa-led”
approach.

Earlier, the African Un-
ion had called for “collec-

Big cat meet
in capital also
put on hold
NEW DELHI

In the wake of concerns over
the Ebola virus, India has

week, a spokesperson for
Mahmoud Ali Youssouf,
the Chairperson of the Afri-
can Union Commission,
had said the fourth India-
Africa  Forum  Summit
would provide an oppor-
tunity to work on “future

d " and response

the
Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) Summit
that was scheduled in New
Delhi on June 1. The First IBCA
Summit was scheduled in
conjunction with the Fourth
India-Africa Forum Summit as
several African countries host
big cats.

tive international solidari-
ty and cooperation” to
deal with the outbreak of
Ebola virus that affected
multiple countries includ-
ing Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC) and Uganda.
Responding to queries
from The Hindu earlier this

22M. Ebola crisis: India-Africa summit postponed

galdT Hhe: HRA-3NPIRT RET a7 3d g

mechanism.

“Collective cooperation’
“While the Ebola outbreak
is affecting a number of
African countries, it is im-
portant to underscore that
pandemics and public
health emergencies res-
pect no borders and re-
quire collective interna-
tional  solidarity —and
cooperation,” the spokes-
person, Nuur Mohamud
Sheekh, said in an email
response to The Hindu on
Monday. That came a day
after the World Health Or-
ganization declared that
the Ebola outbreak in the

Last such summit was held in 2015; it had also
been delayed by one year due to Ebola outbreak

DRC and Uganda was “a
Public Health Emergency
of International Concern
(PHEIC)”.

Mr. Youssouf had earlier
expressed deep concern
about the Ebola virus dis-
ease, vowing that Africa
would “overcome” this lat-
est public health challenge
through “unity, coordina-
tion and collective action.”

The fourth India-Africa
Forum  Summit  was
planned to be held bet-
ween May 28 and 31, after a
gap of nearly 11 years. In-
dian officials have blamed
the COVID-19 pandemic for
the long gap since the last
such summit was held in
2015.

Former Indian Ambas-
sador to Ethiopia, Gurjit
Singh, expressed confi-
dence that the summit
would be held once the lat-
est health emergency sta-
bilises in Africa.

o Decision taken after consultations regarding ‘the emerging public health situation on the
continent’.

ARG H 3 AT Fareed feufa 1 o auAeT & &g ot form aram|

o New dates for summit, its associated meetings will be communicated in due course, says

MEA.
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MEA o &gl foh FRIGR #FA e T 38d Hafra doat &1 o718 fafdat & goer sfaa aag wd
STTaT|

Last such summit was held in 2015; it had also been delayed by one year due to Ebola
outbreak.

ﬁwﬁwf&‘l@?ﬂmﬂﬂaﬁzowﬁm?ﬂm 3 30 gaYelT Y9 & HROT Teh aY & foIT
TATIT TR T 27|

The Ebola public health emergency in Africa cast its shadow on India’s diplomatic calendar
on Thursday, with the Ministry of External Affairs and the African Union announcing the
postponement of the India-Africa Forum Summit-IV that was scheduled to take place here
on May 28 to 31.

3TRTRT & FaYelT FTcToTToteh TATELY TUTAehIeT hT T TTAR Y SR & Faillcleh PRIsHH T
g3T, STe faeer Hamer 3R 3rfIh §g & 28 ¥ 31 HS e JgT Ao glet aTel STRA-31P 1T BIA
@y FFAE-1V F IR e ST aroT Fi|

In a joint statement, the MEA and the AU hinted at the Ebola crisis, saying that the decision
was taken in view of the “evolving health situation in parts of Africa”.

TYF geFcled H MEA 3R AU = Sallell Hehe T 31X Hehe i gw%wﬁﬁmﬁw%
$o feedl 7 fasfad g Fareey feufar @1 dwd gv foar )

The last such summit was held over a decade ago, and had also been postponed by a year
due to an Ebola outbreak.

ﬂwﬁwﬁmmﬂawamﬁmqﬁmgmmaﬂ?ﬁsﬁmma%
FRUT T a¥ & forw Tafara foram arar am|

Consultations were held between the Indian government and the Chairperson of the African
Union and the African Union Commission regarding the “emerging public health situation
on the continent”, the MEA and the AU said in their statement.

MEA 3R AU & 379 aoFdad # el foh “AgIedId H 3R Ardaiieeh FTareey Reufa” & erat
HRA TGN dUT AR TG 3R AT T8 39T o 316987 & o qRreAeY fomam ara|

“Following these consultations, the two sides agreed that it would be advisable to convene the
Fourth India-Africa Forum Summit at a later date,” they added.

3egiel 3131 g, “sﬂwﬁa:maﬁqﬁsvmwmgcﬁ:ﬁmm-mm
RrET gF A a1 1 fafd & 3mnfora s 3R gem”

There were several other Africa-related events to be hosted by the Indian Council of World
Affairs and the Indian Council for Cultural Relations that have been cancelled, though
some African delegates have arrived in New Delhi.

Rreeht wg o &1
New dates for the Summit and its associated meetings “will be finalised through mutual
consultations and communicated in due course,” the MEA said.

MEA =¥ &gT o R gFae 311 388 afd So! 1 a7 fafaar “orEg e gaseT & Areas
T 7 T SUT 3R 3T TG T G hr Sree|”

The cancellation of the summit is being viewed as a setback to India-Africa ties, though
officials insisted that the decision was taken in the best interest of all stakeholders.

39 AT AFATA & TG gl I HRA-35hIHT FaHT o folT Teh ST AT I 3@ &, gTelifeh
TRFHIRAT o gT foh I Aoty @l Rauret & wafas fea & for srar g1

India expressed “solidarity with the peoples and Governments of Africa” and pledged to help
them in dealing with the crisis with an “Africa-led” approach.

HRT =¥ “3THhYeRT T STeTclT 3R THRT & A1 Teholedl” ST T TUT “3NhIRT-AAccd” dTel geeehior
& AT Tohe T ATesr 7 Tgradar &1 aos feam|
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e Earlier, the African Union had called for “collective international solidarity and cooperation” to
deal with the outbreak of Ebola virus that affected multiple countries including Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) and Uganda.

SHY Tgel ITHIPT WY o FalelT TRIH o Johiq F Teigest & e “arefeen AR vehofedr 3K
TN T JTEaTe T AT, e i diedifad IR (DRC) 3R Farist @fgd 3 aaif
EENERRETI

e Responding to queries from The Hindu earlier this week, a spokesperson for Mahmoud Ali
Youssouf, the Chairperson of the African Union Commission, had said the fourth India-
Africa Forum Summit would provide an opportunity to work on “future pandemics” and
response mechanism.

S ACATE Teel & g & TR 7 30T Sl §U AT T AT & 38T Hgag el TP
AT o hgT AT foh AT $TRA-315hTeRT B RAIE FFaesT “Hiasy 1 Agraiar 3R afafsar
T I T T T 3TTET TSI haT|

‘Collective cooperation’

e wEAwT

¢ “While the Ebola outbreak is affecting a number of African countries, it is important to
underscore that pandemics and public health emergencies respect no borders and require
collective international solidarity and cooperation,” the spokesperson, Nuur Mohamud
Sheekh, said in an email response to The Hindu on Monday.

gl I3 AETHG A o HHIR 1 g g T AT 30 & hgl, ‘T Fellell Jehld S 3THThT

SRIT T THTTAT Y TET &, TG WiTehel el Hgea Ul ¢ Toh HETATIRAT 3R Aol feleh TR TITT
Teferar A3t 1 FEAreT A€t AT TUT AHfeeh HARTSET TehofedT HR HgAIT T JHTaRTehel
gl g1”

e That came a day after the World Health Organization declared that the Ebola outbreak in
the DRC and Uganda was “a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC)".

Ig ST 3H ©IV0T & Teh fereT dfre; 37T, fores faea Fareed arset o DRC 31K st  geter
YT Y “3IaRTSET = dr Y Irdeifae Tareey 3mara ffufa (PHEIC)” e forar am

¢ Mr. Youssouf had earlier expressed deep concern about the Ebola virus disease, vowing
that Africa would “overcome” this latest public health challenge through “unity, coordination
and collective action.”

aﬁu@mﬁm%ﬁrsﬁmmwaﬁwmﬁmmmgmm%m
“Tehell, HH=ad 3R WEfe HRATS” & HIETH ¥ SH AdIdH Aol ioieh FARLT Faitel N “fasrr
gred Sm|”

e The fourth India-Africa Forum Summit was planned to be held between May 28 and 31,
after a gap of nearly 11 years.

AT R -3rFTT PRA FRAWT FFAAT 7797 11 T o 3Tl & oG 28 T 31 FS & orar
AT gl aTelr AT|

¢ Indian officials have blamed the COVID-19 pandemic for the long gap since the last such
summit was held in 2015.

HRAT FfAFIRAT ¥ a¥ 2015 & 3T e FRAWT TFEATT & 91 31T o 3 & fov
COVID-19 HgHANY Ff foFHER 3T &l

o Former Indian Ambassador to Ethiopia, Gurjit Singh, expressed confidence that the summit
would be held once the latest health emergency stabilises in Africa.

SRR & 1R & qd Toigd IS g o Tavars saera fova T 3rshren & aciaT= Tareey
3T ufa R gl & a1 I8 IR a@aesT 3afSia fohar simeem|
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Experts clarify the link between screen time, autism

SE——

utism spectrum disorder
A (ASD) is increasingly being

discussed on social media,
often alongside claims linking
excessive screen time to autism in
children. However, neurologists and
developmental experts say the
science is far more complex.

Sheffali Gulati, paediatric
neurologist and former professor at
the All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), said autism cannot
be reduced to one trigger
alone. “Autism is still an enigma. There
are strong genetic influences,
environmental factors and epigenetic
mechanisms all interacting together,”
she said.

Multiple causes

Experts say autism begins very early
in brain development and has a
strong hereditary basis. Dr. Gulati
noted that studies show concordance
rates of 60% to 90% in identical twins,
indicating a major genetic
contribution. Autism is also associated
with several genetic conditions
including Fragile X syndrome, Down
syndrome, tuberous sclerosis and
neurofibromatosis.

She added that environmental
associations being studied include air
pollution, pesticide exposure,
parental age and certain medications
taken during pregnancy. “Screen time
is being studied as one environmental
factor among many. It should not be
sensationalised as the sole cause,” she
said. Chakkera Priyanka, consultant
neurologist, Kauvery Hospital, said
current scientific evidence does not
support the claim that screens directly
cause autism. “What studies have
shown is association, not causation,”

Checking in: Autism is a complex, lifelong neurt

odevelopmental condition primarily rooted
in genetics and prenatal brain development. FILE PHOTO

she said. “Children who already have
early traits of autism may naturally
prefer screens because they are
repetitive, predictable and less
socially demanding.”

She explained that parents of
children with developmental
concerns may also rely more on
screens for calming or regulation,
creating what researchers call
“reverse causality,” where increased
screen use may actually be a
consequence rather than the cause of
developmental differences.

22M. Experts clarify the link between screen time, autism

RATAT F The esH 3R e H & g Ty F) Tase fFar

Abhinayaa J., consultant in
Developmental Paediatrics at Apollo
Children’s Hospitals, say excessive
screen exposure can still affect
children’s development, especially
during the first few years of life when
the brain undergoes rapid growth.
“The first thousand days of life are
extremely important for brain
development,” Dr. Gulati said. “This is
when neural networks are forming
and synapses are being strengthened
and pruned.”

Recent research has shown
children living with autism began
using screens earlier than
neurotypical children, with
significantly higher problematic
media-use scores. However, experts
stress that these behavioural effects
are different from autism itself.

Experts also cautioned parents
against extreme reactions such as
suddenly eliminating all screen
exposure overnight. They said screen
habits should instead be reduced
gradually while increasing human
interaction, play and communication,
especially at a time when technology
is increasingly being integrated into
healthcare, education and
developmental therapies for children.
(athira.elssa@thehindu.co.in)

Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is increasingly being discussed on social media, often

alongside claims linking excessive screen time to autism in children.

Fifeew TaeH BUIATET (Towsh) R @erer AT oo ==l ¢ T &, STaT IFaT IS

ThIT HT T gdi & 3EH ¥ s aTel &d fhT s &
However, neurologists and developmental experts say the science is far more complex.
glelifeh, elioee 3N T [AATHAT 1 Fgat ¢ T ST dTotes UaT gl 3T FAfee B

Sheffali Gulati, paediatric neurologist and former professor at the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), said autism cannot be reduced to one trigger alone.

e s ST ST (Uew) T g8 WthaT Td 1ol dTaehT a7 [T BTl Jremer o

gl foh TCSH T Shddl Teh HROT deh TNTHAT 6T 1T ST TehclT|

“Autism is still an enigma. There are strong genetic influences, environmental factors and
epigenetic mechanisms all interacting together,” she said.

3eglet g, 3T e 87 Th TETT ST G311 & | SHH HT 3HToFa TRk THId, TG0 HRh

3R vitsisfes a @i fAernt & X 17

Multiple causes

3ol HROT

Experts say autism begins very early in brain development and has a strong hereditary basis.

TRt o1 hgetl & foh HifeeH AfETSH o Taehre & TR TROT H &1 & 81 SIelm ¢ 3R gaer

3R YR cdd HY 81T &
Dr. Gulati noted that studies show concordance rates of 60% to 90% in identical twins,
indicating a major genetic contribution.

ST, ST o AT o 3rearaal # GATT Sf5dl qeal 7 60% § 90% ok HHAAT &I TS TS &, S

T 93 T A AeTeTet T Hehel ol §1
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Autism is also associated with several genetic conditions including Fragile X syndrome,
Down syndrome, tuberous sclerosis and neurofibromatosis.

3T &g Toafren RFAfaat & o ST g3m &, Tt Shatmser varw RigH, 33+ R, cgevw
TR 3R FRwEaF T aiff g

She added that environmental associations being studied include air pollution, pesticide
exposure, parental age and certain medications taken during pregnancy.

3giel 33T gl Toh ToTeT TTaRoNg ShReht T AT TohaT 51T T@T & 3oT#T aY TGNUT, FhIcaATRIhT T
Heh, HTCT-TAT T 3T TUT THTEEAT & ER1eT o 378 o gard AfAe &

“Screen time is being studied as one environmental factor among many. It should not be
sensationalised as the sole cause,” she said.

3ogiol T, “Tohlel THYT T T 3Teih YATARUNT SR F T Ueh & &9 F fHAT ST W1 30
ThAT HRUT b § H HAT WS el ST STl AMgT|”

Chakkera Priyanka, consultant neurologist, Kauvery Hospital, said current scientific
evidence does not support the claim that screens directly cause autism.

1A IETATS T HATGHR I TIEC Tl FAIAHT o &gl [ THTT dAA THTOT 38 a1 T
AN 76T T Toh Tohlel TTE IS T HRUT Foicil g |

“‘What studies have shown is association, not causation,” she said.

3@l hgl, “IETTAT H haol Ay fe@Ts f&ar §, UegeT HRoT AT |”

“Children who already have early traits of autism may naturally prefer screens because they
are repetitive, predictable and less socially demanding.”

“S1T STal & ugel § 3TCH & URTHS &7l gid &, d TaTHIiash 9 I ThieT ol TS gag T
Hehdl § FIh 3 gaqUT, FaTeIAT AR Ar&ATfsreh &9 & i Felchgor gidT §1”

She explained that parents of children with developmental concerns may also rely more on
screens for calming or regulation, creating what researchers call “reverse causality,” where

increased screen use may actually be a consequence rather than the cause of developmental
differences.

3egie T fohar T faera Geeft g3t arel st & Arar-Tdr s<at & eid W@e a1 @afxa
I o ToIT TShieT o TS ITIIT F Tohdd &, [oTaH MTHATHT a1 “Rad FIATET Fer STt
arell YUY 3cueT gl &, aa”aagmwmqwdq # erarcas f@eararsit s aRome

& HhdT g, o b FROT|

Abhinayaa J., consultant in Developmental Paediatrics at Apollo Children’s Hospitals,
say excessive screen exposure can still affect children’s development, especially during the
first few years of life when the brain undergoes rapid growth.

e Rreg= giltdeed & AwTcH® a1er Vo1 FATH AT 3. F7 g1 § o 317 it
9 Sl & TAehIe bl FeMIfact oy Fohell &, TARINeRT Sfaet o Qe3iTell asi & STa AfEash oy
A ¥ RFRAa e wraardl

“The first thousand days of life are extremely important for brain development,” Dr. Gulati
said.

ST, I[CITEY o g, “Siidel & TEel Teh EolR (&1 HiEcTseh o faehrel & T 3cdial Hgeayol gl §1”
“This is when neural networks are forming and synapses are being strengthened and pruned.”

‘S AT H Tl Acash deid § TUT [HeH Holgd 3R eaf@ud fhe S &1

Recent research has shown children living with autism began using screens earlier than
neurotypical children, with significantly higher problematic media-use scores.

aﬁmaﬁaﬁww%%mﬁqﬂﬁaaﬁﬁﬁmmaﬁrwﬁwmﬁw
T ST Y& FohT TUT 378 FHREITIET HSIT 3TN & 37eh STy & F 3118 |
However, experts stress that these behavioural effects are different from autism itself.

gTelifeh, [AATA 37 910 W AR & & fF A sgagiRes gamg Ta3 3iifesq & et &1

Experts also cautioned parents against extreme reactions such as suddenly eliminating all
screen exposure overnight.
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gfafranit & off FraereT = 6 o &
e They said screen habits should instead be reduced gradually while increasing human

interaction, play and communication, especially at a time when technology is increasingly

being integrated into healthcare, education and developmental therapies for children.

3oB1eT el Toh TohieT T 3Tl ot eR-R e v ST TnfeT, Safs AeTdT dare, ¥ 3k

TR T TEAT AT AR, FIAT T § 08 AT # I« WiNbhr bt It it Fareed dar, e

3R RrETcHS 3R & I & enfAe T S T 2

How does the Gaganyaan’s
life-support system operate?

What are the systems designed to support astronauts aboard the spacecraft while in orbit?

Unnikrishnan Nair S.

he Environmental Control and
Life Support System (ECLSS)
replicates the earth’s

atmosphere in earth orbit by
managing air, water, temperature, and
waste. In short-term space missions, all
supplies are carried from the earth and
waste is stored for disposal later.
Long-duration missions recycle the waste
back into useful resources like breathable
air and clean water.

‘What is air revitalisation?
Carbon dioxide is removed from the
earth’s here by pk hesil

carbon dioxide content and has to be
artificially removed. Elevated levels of
carbon dioxide can lead to hypercapnia,
causing symptoms such as headaches,
dizziness, and impaired cognitive
function.

A healthy adult normally exhales
around 1kg of carbon dioxide per day,
though this amount increases significantly
with physical exertion. The air
revitalisation system (ARS) provides fresh
air, removes carbon dioxide, and filters
trace contaminants or odours that would
otherwise accumulate in the cabin. For
short missions, oxygen is supplied from
high-pressure gas bottles. According to

dards, a healthy crew member needs

and by dissolving in the oceans. In
Gaganyaan (the Indian Space Research
Organisation mission to place a small
crew of Indian astronauts in a 400 km
orbit around the earth), astronauts’
exhalation will increase the cabin’s

22M. How does the Gaganyaan’s life-support system operate?

0.84 kg of oxygen per day to support
metabolic functions.

Carbon dioxide is removed using
lithium hydroxide canisters. Each canister
has activated charcoal that absorbs any
odours in the cabin air. A spent canister is

replaced by the crew with a fresh one
typically every 20-24 hours. Ina
microgravity environment lacking natural
convection, small fans in the ECLSS are
the circulatory system that prevents lethal
carbon dioxide and hazardous oxygen
pockets from lingering.

How are pressure, temperature and
humidity controlled?

The Gaganyaan crew module is designed
to maintain a comfortable environment
with a temperature of 20-26°C and
relative humidity between 30% and 70%
to ensure crew comfort and equipment
safety. The moisture released through the
crews’ breath and sweat are the main
sources of humidity in the cabin.

Low humidity in the crew cabin can
lead to dry skin, irritated eyes, and higher
risk of static electricity discharge that
could damage electronics. High humidity
promotes microbial growth and causes

AT T STT-FAST Yomell FA FT ST 82

e What are the systems designed to support astronauts aboard the spacecraft while in orbit?

T leT-A gunfor & foiee FaieT IRAT T FaRET I & 3R Fa7 F | TAT JgTIdT 9T

F & fow Fepfaa fFarrar g2

e The Environmental Control and Life Support System (ECLSS) replicates the earth’s
atmosphere in earth orbit by managing air, water, temperature, and waste.

TATEROT fd=or v Sitaer gader yormelt ($HITaTaTd) ary, STel, draHT iR 39fRIse i et

condensation that may lead to
short-circuits or corrosion.

Heat in the crew module is primarily
generated by the metabolic body heat of
the astronauts (100 to 150 W per crew)
and continuously operating onboard
electronics and avionics. An active
cooling system is used to regulate
temperature. Heat is removed by
circulating the air through heat
exchangers, which will expel the heat into
space. The humidity is managed by
condensing units that collect water to
prevent fogging and short-circuits.

The pressure is held at 101.3 kPa. To
mimic the earth's sea-level conditions, the
pressure control system uses electronic
sensors and safety valves to balance the
air and oxygen levels.

‘Where does water come from?

The primary challenge in space is water
doesn’t ‘pour” but forms floating globules
that can cause short-circuits in electronics
or pose a hazard if inhaled accidentally.
So water must be mechanically forced
from storage using pressurised bladders
to avoid gas-liquid mixing.

In Gaganyaan, the crew relies on
supply of potable water stored in specially
designed pouches. They can be pressed
to force water directly into the mouth.

How is waste managed?
In microgravity, liquid and solid waste do

ek QAT T el A YT & aTclreror T Gidehid TR #d gl

e In short-term space missions, all supplies are carried from the earth and waste is stored for
disposal later.

3rcushiioieh JARET AT 7 Tl 3Taeash THal gdt & o SIS STl & 3R 3iRISe Hr o &

fAEdRoT & fow Farga fhar ST g1

e Long-duration missions recycle the waste back into useful resources like breathable air and
clean water.

Srdentioreh AT 3 AT T Gl fohel ieh LaTl A7 A 3R TITS STef I 3TAIM
garerEt 7 gRafda o Srarg |

What is air revitalisation?

not “fall”, requiring suction-based airflow
systems to pull waste away from the body
and prevent it from floating around.
These systems must also separate and
stabilise waste to avoid microbial
contamination and the buildup of toxic
gases like ammonia.

In Gaganyaan, specialised faecal
collection bags will be used and urine will
be sucked through funnels. All waste will
be chemically treated to neutralise odours
and inhibit bacterial growth, then stored
in sealed containers for disposal after
return.

How are fires suppressed?

The lack of gravity allows fires to expand
into a sphere that is harder to reach with
traditional suppressants. In Gaganyaan,
smoke detectors will sound an alarm to
alert the crew. Fire extinguishers that
create fine water mists can be used to put
the fire out. A water mist effectively cools
the fire and also scrubs toxic smoke
particles.

Russia’s Soyuz has the option to
depressurise the cabin as a last resort to
extinguish the fire after the crew has worn
a pressure suit.

(Unnikrishnan Nair S. is Former Director,
VSSC and IIST; Founding Director, HSFC;
and an expert in launch vehicle systems,
orbital re-entry and human spaceflight
technologies. He is currently working as Dr
Sarabhai Professor at VSSC)
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Carbon dioxide is removed from the earth’s atmosphere by photosynthesis and by dissolving
in the oceans.

HISeT STSINFHSS T 2T o ATATIOT A FehTRl TRAVUT FAUT HETANIRT & Folel hT TfohaT SaRT

EERIT SATT &

In Gaganyaan (the Indian Space Research Organisation mission to place a small crew of
Indian astronauts in a 400 km orbit around the earth), astronauts’ exhalation will increase the
cabin’s carbon dioxide content and has to be artificially removed.

AT (HRCAT ITRET ITTHT HaTSe ohT TARI, ToIEeT 3eced R JiaReT a3t & veh
BIE Gol ol Gt T 400 FFalHiey FaT & TATUT Sl §) 7 ITANET AT & GHA & hided H
IS STSHTFATSS T AET deal, TSI HIFA T § geraT 3aeaeh giam|

Elevated levels of carbon dioxide can lead to hypercapnia, causing symptoms such as
headaches, dizziness, and impaired cognitive function.

IS STEIHTFATSS T GT g3 T FEIRBTOAIT ST Y Hohell &, T RS, T 37T
3R TATATCHS FRIGTATT 7 FaT S T80T 3cUoeT & Tl & |

A healthy adult normally exhales around 1 kg of carbon dioxide per day, though this amount
increases significantly with physical exertion.

Teh Ta¥Y aIEF THId: Ffafcet oeTseT 1 fhaans Fiae SE3iarass aex fadhred ¢, Jeaa
IR IRHF & AT Ig AT 16T 96 ST 8

The air revitalisation system (ARS) provides fresh air, removes carbon dioxide, and filters
trace contaminants or odours that would otherwise accumulate in the cabin.

AT eAStiae JOTell (THITH) AToi a ST el &, Pidel SISHTFAISS I gl & AT 3a7
oA yeuent AT ettt ot ftheeT el § i 3iearm hisat 3 ST gY il

For short missions, oxygen is supplied from high-pressure gas bottles.

3TcTIfereh TRATT & forw 3iTeriietet 3Ta-a1e 39 fAeis ¥ Uy 1S ATl 2

According to standards, a healthy crew member needs 0.84 kg of oxygen per day to support
metabolic functions.

AT o 3THR, Teh TAEY dleioh Gof HE T ol Tgra=rdY fohan3it & fore gfdfest 0.84 fraamsr
JTFESTeT T IETHAT g &

Carbon dioxide is removed using lithium hydroxide canisters.

HIeT SEATFATSS I FAfAaw grEsirarss Hhiawel Hr Tgrrar & ger Sarg|

Each canister has activated charcoal that absorbs any odours in the cabin air.

T HieTeeT 3 AT IR BT &, S et Y g 3 3ufedd gerer 1 raenfia aar g
A spent canister is replaced by the crew with a fresh one typically every 20-24 hours.

G hielEe I TTcleh Gof HHIT: Tedeh 20-24 HE H AT HiEed & Feerar |

In a microgravity environment lacking natural convection, small fans in the ECLSS are the
circulatory system that prevents lethal carbon dioxide and hazardous oxygen pockets from
lingering.

STepTceh Hagel & I F& Tocarehyur ATcTaR vl H, SHTATHTH o BIE T TRETOT JuTTell &
T F HF T §, S GTd e S1837TFa838 3R AT ifardiste &1 &Y §of Tt T Ushd 6

How are pressure, temperature and humidity controlled?

T, AT 3R a1 F8 FEia fFar IEarg?

The Gaganyaan crew module is designed to maintain a comfortable environment with a
temperature of 20-26°C and relative humidity between 30% and 70% to ensure crew comfort
and equipment safety.

AT F AGYA 1 58 Y (37181 T a7 § Toh a8 20-26°C ATIAIET 31X 30% & 70%
e TTfETR ST ST T, A1fer arereh gof T GiaeT AR suavol it geaT giafad g |
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The moisture released through the crews’ breath and sweat are the main sources of humidity
in the cabin.

Teleh Eof 1 9T 3R G & foehelet aTell w1t hidet 7 e & 7& 9d &

Low humidity in the crew cabin can lead to dry skin, irritated eyes, and higher risk of static
electricity discharge that could damage electronics.

% hiSeT H A AT oh HROT el Y &1 Fehcll &, T H SToleT g Fehell & AT T fega
et T STH 5¢ FRATE, S SelFgli=ich TRV T 471 T HhelT &

High humidity promotes microbial growth and causes condensation that may lead to short-
circuits or corrosion.

31T¥reh T AT T Jefe T dGTaT Slt & R Felolel 3ot il 8, Toredy erne-aféhe ar

&0 1 FohlT &

Heat in the crew module is primarily generated by the metabolic body heat of the astronauts
(100 to 150 W per crew) and continuously operating onboard electronics and avionics.

% Al # FSAT HEA: 3RET AT 1 gl AR ST (7% 966 & faw 100 &
150 gT€) JUT TRIAR SRR 3Aa1S Sy 3R vfaafaea & e gl g
An active cooling system is used to regulate temperature.

A 1 AT Fa & v aferg Nges Jomelr &1 39197 fhar Srar &

Heat is removed by circulating the air through heat exchangers, which will expel the heat into
space.

FSHT T §IC TSR o HAEIH A aY TRTAROT SIRT GETAT SITT &, ST FEAT 1 3AReT H S8
fsrer o €

The humidity is managed by condensing units that collect water to prevent fogging and short-
circuits.

AT T FeitTeT HeloTeT ST SaNT FohaT STl &, ST 47 3R 2fie-afdhe i Javot & forw STt
ThTIT AT B |

The pressure is held at 101.3 kPa.

&9 I 101.3 fraaTEFRe IR S0 3@ SATdT 6|

To mimic the earth's sea-level conditions, the pressure control system uses electronic
sensors and safety valves to balance the air and oxygen levels.

gl & FHg-del Sl IRIEATET T Ficrepfel TR et & fow arer f3g=o1 gurrel gerereiizien
TER AR GR&T aTedt T 3TN T a1 3R HfeFefoted TR A T ferd F &

Where does water come from?
I Fgl A IICd 21T 82

The primary challenge in space is water doesn’t ‘pour’ but forms floating globules that can
cause short-circuits in electronics or pose a hazard if inhaled accidentally.

37cIReT & HET Yol Tg & o STof TAT T F ‘Tgalr oTe1 &, Sfoeh o ET MR T T FT
o AT &, S SAFCIAFH H QC-Tfhe 3ol Y Thol & AT ITTcT F AT & AT $ca IT=t W]
AT 57 b &

So water must be mechanically forced from storage using pressurised bladders to avoid gas-
liquid mixing.

SHfeIT 314 3R 5T & fAH0T & T 8] STel T qrergera Afer 1 Teradr & A1 T T HIg01 &
X fAre SaT g

In Gaganyaan, the crew relies on supply of potable water stored in specially designed
pouches.

AT H Teleh Gof (AT & § T3+ fohv a7C ur3at 7 Harfged deter & 3mqfed o) sl
FHM|
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They can be pressed to force water directly into the mouth.
3Hq5€ﬁa#aamaaaﬁm9§gﬁq§”ammm%|

How is waste managed?

9TASE FT geereT F4 FFaT SA1T B2

In microgravity, liquid and solid waste do not “fall”, requiring suction-based airflow systems to
pull waste away from the body and prevent it from floating around.

oA Tocalhy 0l A ga 3R 31 JIRISE 77 7T IR, gafav 3rafise s el & gy diee 3R
3 R A Aehed o TNT FereleT 3MERel a1y TaTg JoTTert bt 3Taegendr glcll &1

These systems must also separate and stabilise waste to avoid microbial contamination and
the buildup of toxic gases like ammonia.

el JUTITOIAT T JTTRISE 2T 37677 3TN TEUT 8 et 81T &, dTfeh Fasiidl HshaAoT AR AT
ST fadelr 3T & FOw & 947 S 96|

In Gaganyaan, specialised faecal collection bags will be used and urine will be sucked
through funnels.

TG H TIAT Hel-HIG S T ITANT FohAT SATTIT 3N HF T ool oh ATCTH & Wi S|

All waste will be chemically treated to neutralise odours and inhibit bacterial growth, then
stored in sealed containers for disposal after return.

Tl 3rafRIset &1 IARIfeteh ITUR fohar ST dfe giter st A fSsnar fohar 51T aeh 3R Sfaro
FE T oY JhT ST Heh, SHeb §1G, 3o ATTHT cleh HIoTeg eheeldl H HIGIA fohaT ST

How are fires suppressed?

T H HA FET AT sarg?

The lack of gravity allows fires to expand into a sphere that is harder to reach with traditional
suppressants.

TBcATRYUT o 37T & 3197 ISR T H el ST &, T IR 3rfeetmersh 3urat & fAd ¥
LT 31T HiSAT grar gl

In Gaganyaan, smoke detectors will sound an alarm to alert the crew.

IATAT H 3T HAGh HToTeh Gof I Heleh el oh [oTT HATH Sl |

Fire extinguishers that create fine water mists can be used to put the fire out.

A STA-HETHT Scoal el dlel ITIARTHDT hT IUHT AT G & foIT fohar ST HeheT B

A water mist effectively cools the fire and also scrubs toxic smoke particles.

STOT-SHETHT FHTET &G & AT 3l ST AT & IR Tader ¢ & ol 1 ot gerar |

Russia’s Soyuz has the option to depressurise the cabin as a last resort to extinguish the fire
after the crew has worn a pressure suit.

T & WRIST A H 3TH 39T & §G & ATeleh Gof GaNT &I HC TGeT ool o d1G hisel &l &l
Y 37T ST T dehed 3Telstr B

GS Paper Il1: Environment 22 May 2026
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22M | India skips vote on UN climate resolution

HR & HYFA ASE & AT T W AdGTT § g q418

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page34



9971932488

India skips
vote on UN
climate

resolution
(GS Ill: Environment ]

Press Trust of India
UNITED NATIONS

India abstained from vot-
ing on a United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA)
resolution calling on coun-
tries to comply with their
obligations on climate
change, voicing concern
that the draft “under-
mines” the “sacrosanct ar-
chitecture” of the United
Nations Framework Con-
vention on  Climate
Change.

The resolution was
adopted in the 193-mem-
ber General Assembly on
Wednesday with 141 votes
in favour, eight against,
and 28 abstentions. India
said it had engaged con-
structively in negotiations,
clarifying its concerns and
positions.

“We are therefore disap-
pointed that our concerns
were not addressed, des-
pite our best efforts to find
common ground,” it said.

In the Explanation of
Vote, First Secretary in In-
dia’s Permanent Mission to
the United Nations, Petal
Gahlot, said adoption of
the resolution by the Gen-
eral Assembly does not
create binding commit-
ments for India.

The resolution wel-
comed the July 2025 unani-
mous advisory opinion of
the International Court of
Justice on States’ obliga-
tions on climate change.
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22M. India skips vote on UN climate resolution
AR & TIFA TSE & Ty TEAd W ATSTT § gl q418

e India abstained from voting on a United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) resolution calling on countries to comply with their obligations on climate
change, voicing concern that the draft “undermines” the “sacrosanct architecture” of
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

AR = WIF A HEAHT (UNGA) & 3 FETd TR Helell § gt aa1s, foraa e &
mmmmﬁaﬁﬁ’rw OToleT ey T 3TTEdTeT fohaT a1 2T, 31 I8 ™iar
S Y foh I8 AHleT TFF U STarg IRATT FRET HFHFHT Y TS T
&I “HHSAR" AT

e The resolution was adopted in the 193-member General Assembly on

Wednesday with 141 votes in favour, eight against, and 28 abstentions.

Ig T JUAR FT 193 HeA T HASHHT # 141 Fall & T, 3176 favrer 3K 28
Freqafeya 7al & |y g forar arar|

e Indiasaid it had engaged constructively in negotiations, clarifying its
concerns and positions.

R & &g T3 39T aTaT3iT & TeITcHs & T AET oram 317 379 RIansit g2ar @ i
Fose ThaT|

e “We are therefore disappointed that our concerns were not addressed,
despite our best efforts to find common ground,” it said.

3 e, ‘ST §H R § 13 HATH IMUR Wie & §AR Hafddw JATET & Srasia
AR TIAT3HT ST FATUT 181 foham 11|
e Inthe Explanation of Vote, First Secretary in India’s Permanent Mission to

the United Nations, Petal Gahlot, said adoption of the resolution by the General
Assembly does not create binding commitments for India.

HA TISEHFOT &, HIFd WS F HRA & TR [0t i gua dfeg dea gald o gl
for FGTHHT CaRT IEATT T AT F HRA I Pl SR G Acd 3cTee o7e! aidl |

e The resolution welcomed the July 2025 unanimous advisory opinion of the
International Court of Justice on States’ obligations on climate change.

SH SEATE # TS 2025 7 HAWSE FARITAT SaNT STeid Ty IRdeiel TN Todi &
aTfrcat Feelt few aTe FaaFAT WIARicHS A T TIETd foha I3 |

GS Paper Il1: Internal Security

22 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

22M | 27 Maoists surrender in Jharkhand under Operation Navjeevan

TR AdsiiaeT & dgd SARES & 27 ANATeAY o rcAwAdor fFar

22M | Regulation, not bans, can protect online gamers

yfaetr a7gt, afew Rferae sitaarse o7 oa arel it geam #T qFar ¢
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27 Maoists surrender
in Jharkhand under
Operation Navjeevan

PATNA

A group of 27 Maoists sur-
rendered before the Jhark-
hand police on Thursday,
as part of Operation Nav-
jeevan. The group includes
commanders and strike
squads of the banned Com-
munist Party of India
(Maoist), active in the Kol-
han and Saranda regions,
as well as two leaders of
the Jharkhand Jan Mukti
Parishad active in Gumla
district, said the police.

The Jharkhand police,
along with its anti-Naxal
unit Jharkhand Jaguar and
the COBRA unit of the Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force, is
conducting operations
against the Maoists, under
the Jharkhand govern-
ment’s surrender and reh-
abilitation Policy.

The Maoists surren-
dered their arms before
the Jharkhand Director
General of Police Tadasha

Mishra and other senior
police officials at an event
in Ranchi.

Those who surrendered
included JJMP sub-zonal
commanders Sagen Aanga-
riva alias Dokol, wanted in
123 cases, and Sachin Beg,
wanted in six cases and
carrying a reward of 35
lakh. Last year on May 24,
JIMP supremo Pappu Loh-
ra alias Suryadev Lohra
was killed on May 24 last
year, during an exchange
of fire with security forces
in the Ichabar forest of La-
tehar district.

The 25 Maoists com-
prised six sub-zonal com-
mittee members, six area
committee members and
13 squad members.

As per Jharkhand police
data available with the
Jharkhand police, 44 Naxa-
lites have been arrested so
far in 2026, while 29 have
surrendered before the
police, and 22 have been
killed in police operations.

22M. 27 Maoists surrender in Jharkhand under
Operation Navjeevan

HTRRAT AdsiIaeT & ded SRS & 27 Aarfedt o
ATcATAYOT AT

o A group of 27 Maoists surrendered before the
Jharkhand police on Thursday, as part of Operation
Navjeevan.

27 AT & Toh HHE o TR I ATAAT A &
e SRES I & THeT HicATHAIT foha|

e The group includes commanders and strike squads
of the banned Communist Party of India (Maoist), active in
the Kolhan and Saranda regions, as well as two leaders of
the Jharkhand Jan Mukti Parishad active in Gumla
district, said the police.

gferd o 3T8R, 58 Fag H gldafta SR Fegfaee ot
(@ATINEEY) F FAT 3R TeIsH Taais WA &, S Fregre 3R
RS &A1 & |y 4, Y & qen e 7 @fehd siREs o
HiFa aRwe & ar Adr o anfder g

e The Jharkhand police, along with its anti-Naxal unit
Jharkhand Jaguar and the COBRA unit of the Central
Reserve Police Force, is conducting operations against the
Maoists, under the Jharkhand government’s surrender and
rehabilitation Policy.

FRES G, 396 TE-TFHeT ShTS FRES AR TAT FERT
Rerd gfor aer 1 PR 7S & T AR, SIRTS TIHR A
HCATAYYT U YAd 1 1T & g H3ianedr & favetr
AP T W

e The Mauoists surrendered their arms before the

Jharkhand Director General of Police Tadasha Mishra and other senior police officials at
an event in Ranchi.

AntaTieEt A I 7 AT Toh Hrisha F FREs gfaw Agfagers daren & qur 3w
aRss giord U1l & THeT 39+ §RIAR s few|

e Those who surrendered included JJMP sub-zonal commanders Sagen Aangariya alias
Dokol, wanted in 123 cases, and Sachin Beg, wanted in six cases and carrying a reward of
Z5 lakh.

HCATAYTT Fl aTell 7 JIMP & HE-SileTcl HATST AR HETRAT 3% Shle, ST 123 AFEAT H

IS o, a1 WA 49T, S O A & aifod o7 3R f5T 9 5 J/@ FT 37 8T ar,

nfAer 81
e Last year on May 24, JJMP supremo Pappu Lohra alias Suryadev Lohra was killed on May

24 last year, during an exchange of fire with security forces in the Ichabar forest of Latehar
district.

oe a¥ 24 7 1 JIMP YoE goq ANeT 36 FHAT e T AR forer & gamar siarer &
TRETT el & T HSNS & RIeT 7Y &1 75 2|

o The 25 Maoists comprised six sub-zonal committee members, six area committee members
and 13 squad members.
3T 25 ATHIAIEAl 7 O Aa-SieTd AiATT AT, T URAT ATATT TETT dUT 13 THAIS Teed

A |
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e As per Jharkhand police data available with the Jharkhand police, 44 Naxalites have been
arrested so far in 2026, while 29 have surrendered before the police, and 22 have been killed

in police operations.

FRES YW o SIS 3Hiehsl & AR, a¥ 2026 H 319 oeh 44 AFRTAAT Y TREAR Fhar argr
€, Stafeh 29 & gfod & waeT 3caEaAdoT foham § 31k 22 gfow siframsi # aR s |

Regulation, not bans, can protect online gamers

he Promotion and Regulation of Online
T Gaming Act, 2025, was passed with the

objective to “protect individuals,
especially youth and vulnerable populations,
from the adverse social, economic, psychological
and privacy-related impacts” of online games
involving money. As growing evidence of their
impact emerges, it is becoming increasingly clear
that the Act is proving counterproductive. Early
studies suggest that the use of offshore online
betting and gambling platforms has risen since
the ban. Following the implementation of the
PROG Act in October 2025, users quickly shifted
from regulated domestic websites to illegal
offshore platforms.

Rise in offshore platform use

An even more worrying consequence is that these
platforms not only circumvent domestic laws but
may also become channels for money laundering
and terror financing. Several reports and surveys
conducted after the ban suggest that offshore
platform usage has risen sharply. A study by
CUTS International found a significant increase in
offshore participation after the implementation of
the PROG Act — from 68.3% to 82% in Delhi NCR,
67.8% to 83% in Tamil Nadu, and 66.7% to 91.7%
in Maharashtra.

In Tamil Nadu, 67.8% of users reported using
offshore platforms before the ban, often
alongside domestic real-money gaming
platforms. After the ban, this rose to 83%,
involving the use of oftshore platforms, marking
an increase of 15.2 percentage points. This
increase reflects a net behavioural shift of 15.2%
toward offshore platforms, driven by a larger
number of respondents starting offshore use after
implementation of the PROG Act than those
discontinuing it.

This is not a new phenomenon. Across
industries, paternalistic bans rarely change
consumer behaviour; they merely push users
toward underground and more volatile channels.

Karti P.
Chidambaram

Member of
Parliament, Congress

party, (Sivaganga),
Tamil Nadu

The
implementation
of the
Promotion and
Regulation of
Online Gaming
Act, 2025, is
proving counter
productive

Products which are not physical in nature face an
even deeper challenge, as users can quickly shift
through VPNs and private links, making effective
regulation and consumer protection far more
difficult.

A case for strong regulation

In the recently concluded Budget parliamentary
session, the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology reported to the Lok
Sabha that the Centre had blocked 8,376 URLs to
combat the financial irregularities and
cybercrime havoc being caused by illegal offshore
betting networks. Despite this, media reports
continue to allude to suicides linked to illegal
online betting traps even after the ban. It is
therefore crucial to recognise the scale of the
problem and reconsider whether strong
regulation may be more effective than an outright
ban

1llegal operators use technologically advanced
evasion tactics, including virtual private networks
(VPN), proxy servers and encrypted platforms
such as WhatsApp and Telegram, to ensure
seamless access and transactions. By the time
authorities block one domain, users are often
shifted to mirror sites with little disruption. The
widespread use of VPNs also masks user
locations, weakening geographic restrictions.

‘When users shift to offshore platforms,
domestic authorities face significant limitations in
ensuring consumer protection and grievance
redress. The easy accessibility of oftshore online
gambling platforms to Indian users is therefore a
serious public concern.

A recent inter-State online gambling and fraud
racket that came to light in my constituency in
Tamil Nadu - Sivaganga - in February this year
involved a fraudulent “Old Coin Purchase Task”
promoted on Telegram, in which the accused
lured victims into investing money in fake
old-coin bidding schemes by promising high
returns. They also procured “mule accounts” by

22M. Regulation, not bans, can protect online gamers

yfaaer 7¢t, afes Rfaaae sifeerse A Yoer aral HT FI&T FT TFaT ¢

persuading villagers in Sivaganga, Paramakudi
and Kalayarkovil to open bank accounts in
exchange for small payments, which were then
used to divert the proceeds of the crime.

Examples from overseas

Looking at other jurisdictions offers useful
perspectives on responding to the rise of offshore
platforms. The United Arab Emirates, despite its
long-standing prohibition, moved in 2023 to
establish a tightly controlled federal licensing
framework with strict compliance requirements,
deposit limits and harm-prevention safeguards,
partly to address the risks posed by unregulated
offshore activity. Sri Lanka is now moving in a
similar direction, with a centralised Gambling
Regulatory Authority expected to become
operational by June 2026 to consolidate oversight
and bring offshore online activity within a clear
domestic framework.

The emerging lesson is that the real policy
choice is rarely between permitting and banning.
It is between creating a regulated domestic
framework with accountability and consumer
safeguards, or allowing the space to be
dominated by offshore operators beyond
domestic oversight. Addressing this menace
requires sustained coordination between the
Centre and State governments. As the evidence
suggests, a blanket ban is unlikely to work in the
long run. Instead, policymakers should
reconsider and test a regulated framework within
a controlled environment.

This would enable policymakers to better
understand and address the challenges posed by
offshore operators, while also generating tax
revenue from a regulated ecosystem. These
revenues could then be reinvested in
strengthening offshore monitoring and
enforcement mechanisms, as well as funding
player-awareness campaigns — an approach
adopted successfully in several western
countries.

e The Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Act, 2025 was passed with the objective
to “protect individuals, especially youth and vulnerable populations, from the adverse social,
economic, psychological and privacy-related impacts” of online games involving money.

ieTegeT AfHT Fatla va Rfagaa siffaws, 2025 &t 30 35827 & uika Farsr a1 &
‘ST, faRIvent Jarit 3R HaeaAelier qat st ar-Feferd 3iteensst Well & Tfceher ATATTH,
3¥e, Atawieten 3R MTATeT Heelt gemrat & GRi&TaT 7@ S Tk 1"

e As growing evidence of their impact emerges, it is becoming increasingly clear that the Act is
proving counterproductive.

S-S SoTah JHTET & T FHTIT FTHA 37T | &, Tg 311 TAse gl ST WwT & 6 T8
JrfRfags yidehel IRUMH Scteat W@ 5

e Early studies suggest that the use of offshore online betting and gambling platforms has

risen since the ban.
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IR 3R 3TETAAT & Fohel THeIT & o wfciaer o 1e AR AieTerger qearsi 3R 3T corewial
T 3UARTIE IAT & |

Following the implementation of the PROG Act in October 2025, users quickly shifted from
regulated domestic websites to illegal offshore platforms.

gAY 2025 # et IrfafAaeT o) gl o S1e 3uATeRdT o &) faferafae el dsarset & e
3R ColethiA! T 3R TR 81 7T |

Rise in offshore platform use

BN CACHIAT & 3TN # gafer

An even more worrying consequence is that these platforms not only circumvent domestic
laws but may also become channels for money laundering and terror financing.

e X 3 3170 RidTstets TR 75 § 3 3 calele o dhaet B FIefal P &I fhelk HIe &,
Ifed T e 31T 31Tdes faaaIoT & Aregs off 57 Tohdl B

Several reports and surveys conducted after the ban suggest that offshore platform usage
has risen sharply.

gfaeer & a1e fFT 370 3 gfadesr 31 gdeTon & Hohd fAerar & 6 3iTHeR corewia!
39T g I & g B

A study by CUTS International found a significant increase in offshore participation after the
implementation of the PROG Act — from 68.3% to 82% in Delhi NCR, 67.8% to 83% in
Tamil Nadu, and 66.7% to 91.7% in Maharashtra.

FCH STAUTA & Ueh 3EAeA F UIAT I1AT o W1 HTATFAIHA 9] 81t & 1 3iTopeiY maferdy &
3ol &8 §5 — fwel TR 7 68.3% W 82%, ATATATS 7 67.8% & 83%, FUT AGRISE
H66.7% W 91.7% do|

In Tamil Nadu, 67.8% of users reported using offshore platforms before the ban, often
alongside domestic real-money gaming platforms.

AfAAaATg 7 67.8% ITTNTHANT o SATAT oh & FTATEN T Tgel HTHRAR CeleHIAT T ITHNIT FIA
&, g Be] AECTTdeh & dTel ATHIT CATHIAT o AT |

After the ban, this rose to 83%, involving the use of offshore platforms, marking an increase of
15.2 percentage points.

gfaer & ¢ Ig 3HThsT geah 83% 8T ITAT, ST JTHRNT TelehiAT & 3TANT F 15.2 Fiard 37t $r
5 I GRAAT B

This increase reflects a net behavioural shift of 15.2% toward offshore platforms, driven by a
larger number of respondents starting offshore use after implementation of the PROG Act
than those discontinuing it.

T e 8 3HTHRIR CIethiA! T 3R 15.2% & YEH cTagTiReh Tiacie 1 a2iiel &, Sraeht ST 78
& foh et JTTRTATH W] glet o aTe; 3TN IUHNT Y et dTel STRETI3i T TE&AT 34 Blga
aTell & 377ereh &1

This is not a new phenomenon.

Ig IS 1S AT 78T ¢

Across industries, paternalistic bans rarely change consumer behaviour; they merely push
users toward underground and more volatile channels.

faffiesr 3t 7 TReTurare) ufdeer emae € w3l 3usierdr SUagR &I d6ol UTd §; I ol
SUARTaRAT3 T 3fFaT 3R 3170 37feeR AT it 3R et & €

Products which are not physical in nature face an even deeper challenge, as users can
quickly shift through VPNs and private links, making effective regulation and consumer
protection far more difficult.

it 3euTe $iifcieh Tawd & o781 g, d 3R # F81 YAl 7 AT i 8, Fieh SuAarehell drdieer
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3R S o & Aregsd & Mudar F TR & Tohd &, e gaer afaaaa 3R susiear
TRETUT 37T hideT &l ST &

A case for strong regulation

wrFd RfATAT F o F a&

¢ In the recently concluded Budget parliamentary session, the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology reported to the Lok Sabha that the Centre had blocked 8,376
URLSs to combat the financial irregularities and cybercrime havoc being caused by illegal
offshore betting networks.

mﬁﬁmgmmmﬁﬁaﬁﬁwaﬂrwﬁmﬁmﬁmaﬁ
AT o g THR oF HAY HTHUR AT scaeh! GaRT 3cdesd 1t AT TATAAT R
TSR IR A e & fov 8,376 THRTS 7wyl fhU &

o Despite this, media reports continue to allude to suicides linked to illegal online betting traps
even after the ban.

g8 sasfe, AT Ruvet & ufdstr & a1 ot 313 JiicTelige TeeaTsil & Sifel & S[8r
HTCHEAT3AT T ool TPNAR fohdT SIT IET 7

e |tis therefore crucial to recognise the scale of the problem and reconsider whether strong
regulation may be more effective than an outright ban.

SafAT g 3T ¢ foh THEIT Y A$RAT A1 FAST ST 3R 57 R GATTAR fowa sire fa aar
qut Sfctser T Jerar 3 it fafargseT 3iferen qarrdl g Fohell &1

¢ lllegal operators use technologically advanced evasion tactics, including virtual private
networks (VPN), proxy servers and encrypted platforms such as WhatsApp and Telegram,
to ensure seamless access and transactions.

mwmﬁmwmmmﬁwﬁ%mmwﬁmmmw
3YANT FIA &, mmw@zm(mm TerdT FAR 2T SgTedi 3R Eefiemsr Sy
ufeshrees coewre anfAe &

e By the time authorities block one domain, users are often shifted to mirror sites with little
disruption.

SIS e TITIUT fohdll Teh SIHT &l HTeY I &, dd o SUARTHAT HFAR [T T ST
AR Arsel R R 8 9o a1t 8
e The widespread use of VPNs also masks user locations, weakening geographic restrictions.

AT T AT 3TN SYANTHATHT & TAT 1 off THar a1 8, o sitanfores gfaey #aaR
LERSIGE!

e When users shift to offshore platforms, domestic authorities face significant limitations in
ensuring consumer protection and grievance redress.

SIS UGNl SRR TACHIAT T IR FUTATRC B &, e Bl TR hT ISl TRET0T
3R RIRIT fATROT AR et # T8N AT T HHAT el ISATE |

e The easy accessibility of offshore online gambling platforms to Indian users is therefore a
serious public concern.

SATAT RART 3UAIThc31T o [T SR JTAelgeT ST ColehiA! T AT ST Teh
ITHR AIaSTTereh T &1 fawTr gl

e A recent inter-State online gambling and fraud racket that came to light in my constituency in
Tamil Nadu — Sivaganga — in February this year involved a fraudulent “Old Coin
Purchase Task” promoted on Telegram, in which the accused lured victims into investing
money in fake old-coin bidding schemes by promising high returns.

W fdTere & aAfAearg & Raaren 7 337 a¥ wadl F T AT Toh IHeR-ASAT JHieTelseT ST
3R eErerdy g & Tehemr oX =R Uk eiErgiqot “Hies Higer qvder e AR 2T,
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TSIEa TR &7 TR o187 T SlTelel Goh SiII1T ohY aTeholl GRT=T ToeFehl ShT ol AT 3 forarer
F & forw harT|

e They also procured “mule accounts” by persuading villagers in Sivaganga, Paramakudi and
Kalayarkovil to open bank accounts in exchange for small payments, which were then used
to divert the proceeds of the crime.

Segiel AN, THFE IR FAIRFIAT & AU T SIEY TR o deel doh WA Gorar & fow
TSl &Y Tl A3 81 ITeel FohT, TSieTeht ST afTe; ¥ 3TORTer & 31ToieT €T ol TARATAR
FT H fopar |

Examples from overseas

Rt & 3gmEr

e Looking at other jurisdictions offers useful perspectives on responding to the rise of offshore
platforms.

37 21t T STTTAT T W T ITHAR TolehiAT & dod FHTT & [Avea & forw 3garefhr
gSeenIoT red g1 81

e The United Arab Emirates, despite its long-standing prohibition, moved in 2023 to establish
a tightly controlled federal licensing framework with strict compliance requirements, deposit
limits and harm-prevention safeguards, partly to address the risks posed by unregulated
offshore activity.

YT I AT o, oI GAT § WG 8 o STae]e, 2023 H 3 IHeTTelel g, Star @
3R gTieT-fAaROT GR&T 3UT & ATY Ueh Tecl HE SATSHTHIT Gl T T, Torgent Seged
AT 3w aTfafafedl & Scueet SHEHT & FATTET e 7|

e Sri Lanka is now moving in a similar direction, with a centralised Gambling Regulatory
Authority expected to become operational by June 2026 to consolidate oversight and bring
offshore online activity within a clear domestic framework.

sfrererT 31 379 ST o 3 31137 96 W61 &, el Uh v dteafeiar TTaiedl 3rATREY & J 2026
R ST Bl T THTGAT §, cTieh TAIRT=AT T Fgo fehdm STT ek 3R HTHRAR HieTersaT
arfafafRT &t Fave e efd & 3ded o o1 wah |

o The emerging lesson is that the real policy choice is rarely between permitting and banning.
ngﬁwﬁéag%%am%mﬁwqmza@ﬁaﬂ?maﬁﬁaaﬁml

o Itis between creating a regulated domestic framework with accountability and consumer
safeguards, or allowing the space to be dominated by offshore operators beyond domestic
oversight.

I fdehed Sekelided 3R STSIFAT T arel [Afafiia exe] e & forefior our ee]
IR & TR BN FeTerehl T SH &7 TR T3cd TUTMIA el ot & el gIelm &

e Addressing this menace requires sustained coordination between the Centre and State
governments.

3 AT § g & fov g 3R T AR & 97 foRdR TA=ad aeT ¢

e As the evidence suggests, a blanket ban is unlikely to work in the long run.
ST 3 SaAToT Hohet 4t €, Arefenter # ot wfdder gee gl & HraT FA g

e Instead, policymakers should reconsider and test a regulated framework within a controlled
environment.

$8h Tl FAlfct-fAATT3 & AT aTeTaRor 7 veh fAfAa @ are o Jafdar a3 38
GI&TOT SHI&AT AR |

e This would enable policymakers to better understand and address the challenges posed by
offshore operators, while also generating tax revenue from a regulated ecosystem.

ST ANF-TAATATHT T HBAR FeTeTh! SaRT Sceat ollTcrdT hl gl ST § FHSTA HR SeTehr
AT it H T fHeeh, ar & RfAaf@a caarer & &= aoea o wrea gem|
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These revenues could then be reinvested in strengthening offshore monitoring and
enforcement mechanisms, as well as funding player-awareness campaigns — an approach
adopted successfully in several western countries.

T TroTEal T GeAfeiarel HTHRIR fAaRTtt 3R Teciel T ohl HoTe( Tlel oTUT [EelTST STTeehcll
HFATAT o FATAITOT H FoRAT ST HehcT § — I Ueh VAT GIoehIvT & [ shg qidersi gaut ¥
oI deh 31T AT B |
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